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O R D I N A N C E 

SECTION 1. Chapter 7-12 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by adding the 
language underscored and by deleting the language struck through, as follows: 

7-12-387 Restrictions on pigeons. 
(a) For purposes of this section only the following definition applies: 
"Pigeon" means any live bird ofthe Family Columbidae. 

(b) It shall be unlawfijl for any person to import, sell, own, keep or otherwise possess any 
live pigeon within any area designated as a residence district under the Chicago Zoning 
Ordinance. Nothing in this subsection prohibits any person from transporting a live pigeon 
through a residential district, i f the pigeon is caged during transport and not released in a 
residential district. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or maintain any coop or cote that is, or 
may be used for the storage, maintenance or sheltering of any live pigeon within any area 
designated as a residence district under the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 

(d) No person shall purposely provide food, including but not limited to grain, seeds, 
greens, bread crumbs and other miscellaneous food scraps intended for pigeon ingestion on 
public propertv, or propertv subject to the city right-of-way, or propertv subject to easement or 
other agreement giving the city control or use of the property. 

(d) (e) The provisions of subsections (b), (c), and (d) and (c) of this section shall not apply 
to the keeping or feeding of pigeons as part of an exhibit at either Lincoln Park Zoo or the zoo at 
Indian Boundary Park. 

(e) (0 Violation of any portion of this section shall constitute a public nuisance, which may 
be abated pursuant to the procedures described in section 7-28-010. In addition to any fine or 
penalty, an amount equal to three times the cost or expense incurred by the city in abating a 
nuisance may be recovered in an appropriate action instituted by the corporation counsel. 

(f) (g) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined not less than 
$100.00 nor more than $ 1,000.00 or may be incarcerated for a period not to exceed six months, 
or both. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. 

(g) (h) [Reserved.] 

SECTION 2. This ordinance takes effect 30 days after its passage and approval. 
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DOC # 02012-8239 

To the President and Members of the City Council: 

RE: DOC #02012-8239 

Your Committee on Zoning, Landmarks, and Building Standards, having under 
consideration an ordinance introduced by Alderman Solis and Alderman Cappleman, 
(which was referred on 12-12-12), Amending Section 7-12-387 of the Municipal 
Code regarding restrictions on feeding pigeons, begs leave to recommend that your 
Honorable Body re-refer the ordinance which is transmitted herewith to the 
Committee on Health and Environmental Protection 

Respectfully Submitted, 

DANIEL SOLIS 

CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON 
ZONING, LANDMARKS, 
AND BUILDING STANDARDS 


