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Resolution 

Congratulations extended to principal Sandra Cartson on 
retirement from Gray School 



City Council Meeting 
April 2, 2014 

R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, On the 30*'' day of June, 2014, Sandra Carlson, Principal of Gray School, will retire 
after 38 years of service dedicated to educating children from Pre-K through 8*'' grade; and 

WHEREAS, After graduating from National College of Education and receiving her master's 
degree in Reading from University of Illinois Chicago, she also completed Type 75 coursework at 
Northeastern Illinois University and doctoral coursework from University of Illinois Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, Sandra's teaching career began in 1976 at Holy Family School where she taught 3"* 
grade and remained until 1979; and 

WHEREAS, From 1979 to 1981, Sandra taught 5*'' grade at Piccolo Elementary and from 1981 to 
1998 taught Kindergarten and 2"'' grade, in addition to being a Reading Specialist, and then becoming 
Assistant Principal; and 

WHEREAS, In 1998 Sandra become principal of William P. Gray Elementary, Chicago Public 
Schools, where she has remained as principal for 15 years; and 

WHEREAS, During Sandra's tenure as principal of Gray Elementary, she led a staff with among 
the highest number of National Board Certified teachers in the system and worked with students, 
parents and faculty to raise student achievement to the highest student growth scores in Network 
One; and 

WHEREAS, On a daily basis as principal, Sandra was responsible for the care, safety and 
education of 1300 students in grade levels Pre-k through 8*'' grade and, toward that end, she 
petitioned for and oversaw the building of a new third floor upper grade in 1998 for her expanding 
school; and 

WHEREAS, In her personal life, Sandra has been married to her husband Tom for nearly 40 
years, with whom she has three children, Kristen married to Byron Blair, Karin and Erik, and is the 
proud grandmother of granddaughter Kayt Blair; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor of the City of Chicago and members of the City Council, 
gathered this 2"̂ * day of April, 2014, want to thank Sandra for the many contributions she has made to 
all children throughout her illustrious career and wish her much happiness in her retirement as she 
enjoys spending time with her family; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of t l^j^rnn o I iiti otfb (Lpre pa red and presented 
to Sandra Carlson. ^ >r «- ^ l / 

Patrick J. O'Connor 
Alderman - 40*'' Ward 


