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O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y O F C H I C A G O 

May 6, 2015 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague 
Alderman Deborah L. Graham. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

Mayor 



The Qity Qomcil 

;T)r .^.HW hj/ ̂  MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL OK MAY 6, 2015 

Whereas ", The Members Of this Chamber pre prpud to congrotUldte our friend and 
colleague. Alderman DebProh L. Graham, on her five yedrs of dedicated and 
oytstahding service tp the people of the 2 f Wdrd and the City of Chicago; dnd 

WHEREAS, Alderman GrohOm graduated from Chicago's George Collins High 
School and earned her bdchelor's degree in business ddmmlstrat|Pn fironi Robert Morris 
College; dnd 

WHEREAS, A survivor of domestic violence, Aldermdn Graham Worked ds a Senior 
Cdse Manager at Inner Vplce, an organization thdt provides support' for homeless 
wpmeh who have been abused; dnd 

WHEREAS, Alderrhoh Graham began her cdreer as a prominent and tireless 
public seh/pnt In 2002, when she won a seat In the llllriols House of Represehtatives. She 
was re-elected In 2004, 2006 pnd 2008, During her time In the General Assembly, 
Alderman Grahorini compiled a distinguished record, supporting legislation On gun 
regylqtlpn, access to afforddble health core) predatory lendmg, the foreclosure crisis, 
environmental protection, and child safety; and ; 

WHEREAS, Alderman Graham was first appointed to the Chicago City Council in 
2010 to fill a vacant Pldermanic seat. The following yedr, she was elected ds Alderrnan 
of the 29"̂  Word; dnd 

WHEREAS, Aldermph Grdhdm's many achievements as alderman Include the 
multi-million dollar repair and renovation of Austin's Columbus Pdrk, one of the 
histprically importoht works of renoWneid pork designer Jens Jehsehi Through fierce 
pdvococy dnd masterful coalition building. Alderman Grotidm successfully persuaded 
the City Of Chicago, Chicago Pork District, Ond lllihois Department of Notional Resources 
to provide the resources necessary to repair badly flooded bosebail diamonds In drep 
parks dnd to odd new football and sdccer fields, ompng pther ImprPvemehts; qnd 



WHEREAS^ A staunch advocate for her constituents, Aldermari ' Grahdm 
spearheaded cr i f icpr changes to the Deleterious Impact Ordinance, dNowlrig 
Chicogpdhs to rhore easily deal wltti troublesome busiinesses in their communities. She 
led efforts to stem the proliferation of pawn shops in Ghlcago> ohd she introduced an 
ordinance to more effectively dddress curfew vipldtions by young Ghlcagoans; and 

WHEREAS, Alderman Graham has served with distmctipn on rhony ChicdgO City 
Council comrriiftees, Including as Vice Chairman of the CPrnmlttee oh Pedestrian dnd 
Traffic Safety; arid ds a member of the Committee dri the Budget and Governrrient 
dperotions; Comrnittee on CPfnmlttees, Rules dnd Ethics; Committee ph Flharice; 
Committee pn License and Cohsunier Protectlpri; Committee oh Sp^cipr Events, CultUrai 
Affairs and Recreation; Cpmmlttee on Transportdtion and Public Wdy; and Conimittee 
On ZPrilng, Landhiarks and Building Stahddrds; npw,.therefpre; 

^ BE/T RESOLVED, That we, the Mdyor and Mehibers of the City Couhclf̂ b̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
of Chicdgo, assembled this sixth day of May, 201,5, do hereby extend to Alderrrijdh 
Deborah L. Grphdm our heartfelt gratitude dnd thanks for her many yedi^s of exceptional 
service tothe people of Chlcagp, ondpur best wishes for continued succes$ In pl lpf her; 
future endeavors; dnd 

; BE /T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitable copy pf this reso|utiPn be presented to 
Aldc'rman Deborah L. Graham as a token of our appreciation and esteenri; 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 


