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R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

April 19,2017 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Reboyras, Laurino and O'Shea, a 
congratulatory resolution conceming the Chicago Fire Department. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Mayor 





mois 

^presented hy 

, Aldermen Ariel Reboyras, Margaref Laurjrio, 
Matthew j . O'Shea,.(and : 
MdvorRahnn Emanuel - - ' April 19.2017 

'Whereas , in the Id'te evening of Jahydry 20, .2017, firefighters William Mbndco and; 
D'Fire Depdrtmentjesponded'to^d.fire:. 

•in^the Zl'OO block of South Fairfield Avenue, in the Mdrquette..Park 'neighborhb6cj; .an6 

' WHi^REAS,.,-.Members of ,Squad_Co:mpdpy -5 arrived With their special rescue., fire 
'Compcany and saw^heavy fire and .thick b'lqck~-;sm'oke billowing.frorri a tWo-story'building;' 
and" . v-, ' ._• : . • ".tS... ^.y-.. 

WHEREAS/. Firefighters obsen/ed'•q heavy volume of. .fire c6ming:<;from the' 
basement and blowing like a torch that reached the eaves of the ropf;,,and V ' -v 

. \WH£RtAS,;.Acting'quickly,/the first;,engih'e^ c a deck^water^uMo^ 
extinguish jhe fire, but tl ie heat was so Jnfbnse that the blaze flared up agrain;^andv^'^';P 

WHEREAS, The 20th Battdlibn Chief,: Louis.ipngiornp,}Ordere 
to search..the two-unit building.., Firefighters Monaco and Sewhi'^^ eiespite-encount6ring 
thick, heavy,^ black smoker began to searchithe first-floor apartment. . Visibility was;zerd 
and thferrnal imaging camerd equipmen't was ineffective. As-a resul't, these firefighters 
had tOir6ly on:feeling around in the engulfed struc-ture jn their search for possible-^victiins; 

•.and "! • , ..'. ' l-i... •- '"' • '••-•c v.-'. .'<':'.^ yv'-

; :-WHER£AS, Firdfighter^Sewnig^carine!upon d'bedrpon^^ahd be 
a lifeless'body. With.-the, dssistange of Mpndco;; Sewhig carried tlieper-son to 
the exterior'of the.buildihg;-ahd., ^ -^yĵ y:' ' -'^'b..:.y " , 

. WHEREAS; Both firefighters immediately began ddministering •life' saving 
•techniques +b;Mhe .victim/- q yedr-bid ^girl,;. who was^noFvbreathihg and was 
unresponsive.:^ Along.w.ith;assistance frOrn^4he-ambulance company, they were able to 
revive ^Ke girl using CPR.,^The girl wasltransported: t e ^ o l y Cross Hbspitarand loler 

'transferred tp -toyola Hospital qnd..rinto d hyperbolic chdmber: The girl was-released.. 
•from tlie hospital, less fhdn; a'Week dfter nedrly dying and is expectfed to ip'dke^qVfull 
^recovery; and~:. .. •. ' " - " o j . J - ' ^ . ; . , - . /' >: ".-f • ' ;..^/> :'\y . . 



: WHEREAS,-Firefighters Monaco dhd:i Sewnig dcteel quickly, iefficienfly. and with 
total diisregard for their personal safety iri performing a.successful rescue qnd, averting 
what could 'have been a tragedy. Firefigh'ters Monaco and Sewnig. performed their 
duties jn the highest tradition Of, the Chicago Fire Departmdhtj now, tt^erefore,-

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the .Mayor apcl Members ofHhe. City Council of the City 
of Chicago, assembled; this niheteenth. day .:bf.. April,- 201'7',.'.-,do hereby commend 
Firefighters William Monaco and James Sewnig for ^their skilMdnd courage in rendering 
vitdl assistance to thosejn.desperdte need; .and : .; . . . • -

• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED', Thdt '^uitdlole copies; of this resblu.t'ion be presented-to 
Firefighters Monaco and Sewnig, and^placed on permanent record in their persohnel-
files^as a token of our appreciation and esteem. ... . ' i / ; 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 


