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..WHEREAS, The North American Great Lakes are tlie wqilai¡ largest freshwater system wittr moffiiin 2O!þf tttéiì.*i'
' world's fresÍrwater súpply residing in them. Including Lake Eiie, lr4ichig¿¡u.Hurop, Supèiigr, and @- g$io, t$fve'ii
lakes are an important source of Èesir water arid are home to niany species of wildlife; and '" tr. Z ".i.-..-------..r-.'--]

WHEREAS, Witf¡ the mistakenbélief thât water can dilute anjrsubstance, the lakes have alsó become a dêstrCtion"'
of dunping grounds for many diffeient types of pollutants. RarJging from ngint sowce pollution such æ indusrial
wasæ from drainage pipes tonon-point source pollutíoir like pésficide árnd fertilízæ¡ ru¡iqff from fafms, these
polÉenc and others hâve had adverse effects on the lakes. Sucli'adverse effecti include reducing the water qualþ,
coñtaminating soil, and damaging the lake ebòsystems. This damage produces harmful reþercuss¡óns on the fish and

wildlife stocki, and to the humans surroundÍng the Great Lakes region as well.

WHEREAS, In his 2008 presidential campaign, curdidate Barack Obama promised to òtfengttre¡ piovisions of the

Federal Clean Water Açt thãt had been weakened by judicial ru.ti.ngsan$ chariged f ntgiiOt adminigrations; and

WUÉRenS, The Envíro¡r¡úental Protection Agency (EPA) and its State ôflüínois equivatè4t sh'ould slrengfhen

enfórcement ôf the Clean lVater Act through the gradual reduction of pgnhitted pollution lèvels &om industrial, I

facilities, enSuring permits are renewed in a timely manner, and mand:iting sizable minímum þenalties for þolluters
in violation of $e law; and

WHEREAS, The EPA shoutd also eliminate the loopholes allowing geatel discharge of¡oxic chemicals into
watenvays and require chemical manufacturim to test all chemicals for their safety, submitting the resuls of thàt

tcsting tó the gôvemment and the puþlic. Frirthermore, the agency should regulate chemicals bæed on their inuinsic

ìcapacity ûo causeharm to the environment or health, rather fhan basing regulation on resource-intensive anö flawed
efforts to detrjrmine "safe" levels of exposure to those chemicals; and 

,

WHEREAS, Additionatly, the EPA st oui¿ require industries to disclose the amount of toxic cherhicals they u3e in
their facilitiès thereby saieguarding local residints' right td know about potential public health thrêats in their
community. Federal and state agencies should create incentives for industry to reduce ie use of toxic chemicals,

require safer aliernatives where alternatives exist, and ph.ase out the worst ones; and

WHEREAS, This legislative body calls upon President Obamá to keep his 2008 campaign þromise to clariff that the

Clean Water Aci àþplies to headwaier streams, intermittent watenrais, isolated wetlands and other watenvays for
which Clean rity'ater Act protection has been threatened due to recent Supreme Court decision's, now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the undersþned members of ttre City of Chicago Cþ Council, gathered this 24'h Day
of July, 2013 do here6y urge President Ba¡ack Obama to issue an øtécutive order empowering the Enúironmental
Protætion Agcncy to finalize proposed guidelines, move forward with rulemaking to restore critioal protections to
these waters under the Clean Water Act ahd reafürm the broad. Scope of the êlean Water Act that ex¡Sted for more
than thre¿ decades. -,

'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That copies of this resolution be prepared and presented tq the Hônorable Barack H.
Oþama, President of the United States and Environment lllinois. t
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