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Tribute to late Edward "Ed" Eugene Sadlowski



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

July 25,2018

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith, together with the members of the City Council, a resolution honoring
the life and memory of Ed Sadlowski.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,
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resolution
aped y [he City Council
o e (City of Chicago, [llinois

All Members of the City Council and

on _July 27 2_018

presented by

(Whefeas , The Members of this Chamber were deeply saddened to leamn of the
death on June 10, 2018, at age 79, of Edward “Ed” Eugene Sadlowski, a Chicago labor
icon who fought valiantly for the rights of thousands of workers; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski was born on September 10, 1938 in the South Chicago
neighborhood. He married his high school sweetheart, Marlene, in 1959, despite the two
growing up on different sides of the tracks. The happy couple was married for nearly 60
years, until Ed’s passing; and :

WHEREAS, A third-generation steelworker, Ed grew up witnessing: his fafher,
Edward Sr., work for Inland Steel and become a founding member of a s’reelworkers.:

union local; and

WHERE'AS, Ed Sadlowski left school in 11th grgde, worked as an apprentice
machinist, and bravely served in the U.S. Army. He returned to South Chicago and
began a job as an.ciler in the machine shop of United States Steel South Works. His habit
.of walking around the plant, oil can in hand, talking with rank-and-file members, marked
the initial steps of his illustrious career fighting on behalf of steelworkers and earned him
the nickname, "Oil Can-Eddie"; and

WHEREAS, He rose quickly as an organizing force for the United Steelworkers union
and at age 26 upset a favored incumbent to become the youngest presidént of the
United Steel Workers' Local 65, overseeing 23,000 workers. A decade later, he ran to
became president of United Steelworkers’ largest region, District 31, representing 128,000
workers in Chicago and Gary, Indiana, and after challenging the initial election results
and succeeding in court, he won the re-held election nearly two to one; and

WHEREAS, In 1977, running as an insurgent candidate for United Steelworkers’
infernational presidency, Ed Sadlowski rose fo national acclaim and nearly unseated the
chosen candidate with his “Steelworkers Fight Back,” campaign, advocating for the
ability of local union leaders to ratify contracts, the importance of the right to strike as a
bargaining fool, and crificizing the rank-and-file union leaders as out of fouch; and




WHEREAS, His “Steelworkers Fight Back” campaign captivated the nation, with
legendary Chicago author Studs Terkel remarking that it was more important than that
year's presidential election between Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski remained aleader in the labor community, serving on the
local panel of the lllinois Labor Relations Board for nearly 20 years, and was inducted into
the lllinois Labor History Society Union Hall of Honor in 2012; and

WHEREAS, Ed ardently championed the rights of union members to have a voice
over their own contracts, their right fo strike, and their dues, shaping the culture of the
labor movement and of the United Steelworkers; and

'WHEREAS, A driven man, who fought fiercely for and empowered Chicago
workers, Ed Sadlowski will always be remembered as a legendary labor leader, a menior
and friend to many, and dlshngLushed son of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski is survived by his beloved wife, Marlene:; his four chlldren
Alderman Suson Sodlewskl Garza, Patricia Hoyt, Edword Sadlowski, Jr., ‘and chne
Agelson; 11 grondchlldren and 2 great grondchlldren and countless.-friends in ’rhe Iobor
movemenf now ’rherefore _ o ~ - S

S
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L BE lT RESOLVED Tho’r We, The Moyor ‘and Members of the Cn‘y Councul of fhe 'C,fy;
"_of Chlcogo ossembled this” ’rwenfy—flf‘rh day of July, 2@18 do hereby honor ’rhe l(fe cnd,__' L

memory of . Edward Eugene Scdlowskl and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED That suitable copiés of this resolution be presem‘ed to fhe' S

forhlly of Edword Eugene Scdlowskl asa ’roken of our sympo’rhy and es’reem
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RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, The Members of this Chamber were deeply saddened to learn of the death
on June 10, 2018, at age 79, of Edward “Ed” Eugene Sadlowski, a Chicago labor icon who
fought valiantly for the rights of thousands of workers; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski was born on September 10, 1938 in the South Chicago
neighborhood. He married his high school sweetheart, Marlene, in 1959, despite the two
growing up on different sides of the tracks. The happy couple was married for nearly 60 years,
untit Ed’s passing; and '

WHEREAS, A third-generation steelworker, Ed grew up witnessing his father, Edward
Sr., work for Inland Steel and become a founding member of a steelworkers union local; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski left school in 11th grade, worked as an apprentice machinist,
and bravely served in the U.S. Army. He returned to South Chicago and began a job as an oiler
in the machine shop of United States Steel South Works. His habit of walking around the plant,
oil can in hand, talking with rank-and-file members, marked the initial steps of his illustrious
career fighting on behalf of steelworkers and earned him the nickname, “Oil Can Eddie”; and

WHEREAS, He rose quickly.as an organizing force for the United Steelworkers union
and at age 26 upset a favored incumbent to become the youngest president of the United Steel
Workers’ Local 65, overseeing 23,000 workers. A decade later, he ran to became president of
United Steelworkers' largest region, District 31, representing 128,000 workers in Chicago and
Gary, Indiana, and after challenging the initial election results and succeedmg in court, he won
the re-held election nearly two to one; and {

WHEREAS, In 1977, running as an insurgent candidate for United Steelworkers’
international presidency, Ed Sadlowski rose to national acclaim and nearly unseated the chosen
candidate with his “Steelworkers Fight Back,” campaign, advocating for the ability of local union
leaders to ratify contracts, the importance of the right to strike as a bargaining tool, and
criticizing the rank-and-file union leaders as out of touch; and

WHEREAS, His “Steelworkers Fight Back” campaign captivated the nation, with
legendary Chicago author Studs Terkel remarking that it was more important than that year's
presidential election between Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski remained a leader in the labor community, serving on the
local panel of the lllinois Labor Relations Board for nearly 20 years, and was inducted into the
lllinois Labor History Society Union Hall of Honor in 2012; and

WHEREAS, Ed ardently championed the rights of union members to have a voice over
their own contracts, their right to strike, and their dues, shaping the culture of the labor
movement and of the United Steelworkers; and

WHEREAS, A driven man, who fought fiercely for and empowered Chicago workers, Ed
Sadlowski will always be remembered as a legendary labor leader, a mentor and friend to
many, and a distinguished son of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, Ed Sadlowski is survived by his beloved wife, Marlene; his four children,
Alderman Susan Sadlowski Garza, Patricia Hoyt, Edward Sadlowski, Jr., and Diane Agelson; 11



Qrandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren; and countless friends in the labor movement; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor and Members of the City Council of the City of
Chicago, assembled this twenty-fifth day of July, 2018, do hereby honor the life and memory of
Edward Eugene Sadlowski; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be presented to
the family of Edward Eugene Sadlowski as a token of our sympathy and esteem.



