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R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y O F C H I C A G O 

May 6, 2015 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague 
Alderman Latasha R. Thomas. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Mayor 



resented by MAYOR.RAHM EMANUEL on MAY 6, 2015; 

^O^BtGdS \ The Meririberspf this dharriber ore prdyd to dprigrqtulate'py^."^^ 
friend qnd colleague, Alderrridri. Latasha R. Thomas, on her fourteen yeari dffc 
dedicated and putstanding service to the people of the 17*" Ward dhd ttle City V 
of Chicago; and ' • . \ . .-^i /'^ 

. ^ WHEREAS, Ah exempldry prdduct of the Chicdgo Public Schools systenri,;. 
Alderman ThphridS; attended Oglesby Elementary School and KenWopd X: 
Academy on Chicago's Soyth Side. She edrned her bachelor's: degree in 
pollticql science frprn the University of illinols and her juris doctor degree from ' 
DePaul University College of Law; and 

WHEREAS, Prior to joining the Chicdgo City Council, Alderman Thomas \ 
enjoyed a successful career in private low practice qnd goverririient service. In \ 
1997, slie begdn working for the Department pf Humdn Services as Associate 
Director of the Children's Services Division. In Aprll of 2000, she Was promoted to . 
Director of Iritergovernrnental Relations; and; ^ 

WHEREAS, First appointed to the Chlcagp City Council in ,2000 to fill a 'l 
vacant didermanic seat, Alderrnan Thomas was re-elected to fpur additiPhdl 
terms; and 

WHEREAS, A proyd resident of the 17**̂  Ward.for most of her life, Alderriiah ; 
Thdmqs worked tirelessly to improve the Erigliewdod arid Auburn Greshqm 
neighborhoods by spurring investment in local businesses. During her three terms 
in office, the 17*'̂  Wqrd experienced the gfedfest increase inl hew horiie 
construction and busfiness grovyth in thirty years; d n d 

WHEREAS, Aldernrian Thomas sponsored numerous corrimunlty-bullding 
events. She is perhaps best known for hosting Eriglewood's Soufhslde Gospel : 
Festivdl, the largest neighborhood gospel festival in all of Chicago. Over 20,000 
city residents attend this spirited and Inspiratjonal event eqch year; and 



WHEREAS, Improving Chicago's schools and. ihcredsing educational 
opportunities for qll of the City's students were always among Aldermdn Thorrias' 
foremost priorities. During her ;tenure Iri office. Alderman : fhomds secured 
funding for school renovqfipns arid dampus park facilitiei throughout the l?"" 
Ward, arid she called for hearings to examine the Chicago Public Schools' drug 
education policy; and ^ ^ 

lyHEREAS, An exerriplary leader. Alderman Thomds demdristrdted her. 
capacity for creative problem solvlrig and bdld action on rhdny qccasions. She 
spedrhedded the "Diversity In Firms Disclosure Ordinance;" to encdyrdge Ipqriks 
and! other financial institutions to provide their employees With eqyql 
opport.uriities to develop skills and professional expertise, and she was 
instrumehtdl in securing passage of an ordinance lirriiting the hours of operatipn 
of byslnesses that chronically allow their premises be used for unlawful activities'v 
qnd-:; • . •:' ^ '•' . -.-V^'-'V V-;;.:-'" • c 

W Alderman Thomas has served with distinction On rhqny G^ 
City Couricil cornnrtittees, Iricluding, most redently; as Chdirrridn of the 
Committee on Educdtion and Child Development; and ds d, member -pf the 
eorrimlttee on Committee^, Rules arid Ethics; Comnfiittee pn Special Eyent^, 
CulturdrAffairs dnd Recreation; Committee on Zoning, Ldndrndrks and Building 
Stqndqrds; Gdnimittee on the Bydget and Government Operatldns; Corhmlttee 
on Human Relations; and 'Committee on Wprkfprce Develdprnerit qnd Audit; 
now, therefore, ;. ' • • 

: BE IT RESOLVED, Thdt we, the Mayor and Members of the City Council pf 
the City of Chicago, assembled this sixth ddy df May, 2015, do hereby extend to 
Alderriniqn Lqtashd R. Thomas our heartfelt gratitude and thdriks for her rnany 
years pf exceptional service to the people of Chicagd, arid dur best wishes for 
cdntinyed success in all of her future endeavors; and . 

BE IT FURTHER R E S O L V E D . That a syitable copy of this resolution be 
presented to Alderman Latasha R. Thomas as a token of pur dppreciatidn dhd 
esteem..;' ' /•• '•"' •:•••• . 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 


