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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO: 

SECTION 1. Pursuant to an ordinance heretofore passed by the City Council which 

authorizes erection of honorary street-name signs, the Commissioner ofTransportation shall take the 

necessary action for standardization of 2800-3100 North Central Avenue from West Wellington to 

West Diversey Avenue to be known as honorary "Lech Kaczynski Way". 

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and due publication. 

( 0 
RAY SUAREZ 
Alderman, 31Ward 



April 10, 2010 

Polish President Dies in Jet Crash in 
Russia 
By NICHOLAS KULISH, ELLEN BARRY and MICHAL PIOTROWSKI 

This article was reported by Nicholas Kulish, Ellen Barry and Michal Piotrowski, and 
written by Ms. Barry. 

WARSAW — A plane carrying the Polish president and dozens of the country's top political and 
military leaders to the site of a Soviet massacre of Polish officers in World War I I crashed in 
western Russia on Saturday, killing everyone on board. 

President Lech Kaczynski's plane tried to land in a thick fog, missing the runway and snagging 
treetops about half a mile from the airport in Smolensk, scattering chunks of fuselage across a 
bare forest. 

The crash came as a stunning blow to Poland, wiping out a large portion of the country's 
leadership in one fiery explosion. And in a chilling twist, it happened at the moment that 
Russia and Poland were beginning to come to terms with the killing of more than 20,000 
members of Poland's elite officer corps in the same place 70 years ago. 

"It is a damned place," former President Aleksander Kwasniewski told TVN24. "It sends 
shivers down my spine." 

"This is a wound which will be very difficult to heal," he said. 

A top Russian military official said air traffic controllers at the Smolensk airport had several 
times ordered the crew of the plane not to land, warned that it was descending below the glide 
path and recommended it reroute to another airport. 

"Nevertheless, the crew continued the descent," said Lt. Gen. Aleksandr Alyoshin, the first 
deputy chief of the Russian Air Force Staff. "Unfortunately, the result was tra 
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Russian emergency officials said 97 people were killed. They included Poland ^ T o w e r s 
minister and a dozen members of Parliament, the chiefs of the army and the 1 ^ T i m e W 
president of the national bank. They included Anna Walentynowicz, 80, the fi «. t 
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worker whose firing in 1980 set off the Solidarity strike that ultimately overthrew Polish 
Communism, as well as relatives of victims of the massacre that they were on their way to 
commemorate. 

Poles united in their grief in a way that recalled the death of the Polish pope, John Paul II, five 
years ago. Thousands massed outside the Presidential Palace, laying flowers and lighting 
candles. 

Magda Niemczyk, a 24-year-old student, held a single tulip. "I wanted to be together with the 
other Polish people," she said. 

"It's a national tragedy," said Ryszard Figurski, 70, a retired telecommunications worker. 
"Apart from their official positions, it is also simply the loss of so many lives." 

Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, one of the highest-ranking Polish leaders not on board the 
plane, told Radio Zet in Poland that he was the one to inform Prime Minister Donald Tusk, 
who "was in tears when he heard about the catastrophe." 

The crash happened days after Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin became the first Russian 
leader to join Polish officials in commemorating the 1940 massacre at Katyn Woods, a wound 
that has festered between the two countries for decades and to Poles was a symbol of Russian 
domination. 

Former President Lech Walesa, who presided over Poland's transition from Communism, 
called the crash "the second disaster after Katyn." 

"They wanted to cut off our head there, and here the flower of our nation has also perished," he 
said. 

The repercussions on Poland's coming presidential elections were far from clear. The Law and 
Justice Party lost numerous important leaders in addition to the president, including its 
parliamentary leader. Mr. Kaczynski had been trailing far behind his opponent in the polls, but 
the outpouring of sympathy from the mourning public might benefit his party in the moved-up 
presidential election. 

Under Poland's Constitution, the leader of the lower house of Parliament, now acting 
president, has 14 days to announce new elections, which must then take place vvdthin 60 days. 

While the crash is not likely to substantially change Poland's relationships with other 
countries, including its plans to host part of an American missile defense system, it could 
agitate Poland's relationship with Russia. 



Mr. Kaczynski, 60, a pugnacious nationalist who often clashed with Russia, was on his way to 
Katyn, where members of the Soviet secret police executed Polish officers captured after the 
Red Army invaded Poland in 1939. 

Relations between Warsaw and Moscow have been strained ever since. For half a century, 
Moscow denied involvement in the killings, blaming the Nazis. But last Wednesday, Mr. Putin 
took a major step to improve relations by becoming the first Russian or Soviet leader to join 
Polish officials in commemorating the massacre's anniversary. He was joined there by Mr. 
Tusk. 

Mr. Kaczynski, seen by the Kremlin as less fiiendly to Russia, was not invited. Instead, he 
decided to attend a separate, Polish-organized event on Saturday. 

Russia's leaders, acutely aware of the potential political fallout of the crash, immediately 
reached out to Poland with condolences. Mr. Putin left Moscow to meet Mr. Tusk at the site of 
the crash, and President Dmitri A. Medvedev recorded an address to the Polish people, saying, 
"All Russians share your sorrow and mourning." 

The plane that crashed was a 20-year-old Tupolev Tu-154, designed by the Soviets in the mid-
1960s and operated by the Polish Air Force. Russia halted mass production of the jet about 20 
years ago, and about 200 of them are still in service around the world, said Paul Hayes, 
director of accidents and insurance at Ascend, an aviation consultancy in London. He said the 
Polish presidential jet was one of the youngest of them. 

Officials in Poland have repeatedly requested that the government's aging air fleet be replaced. 
Former Prime Minister Leszek Miller, who survived a helicopter crash in 2003, told Polish 
news media he had long predicted such a disaster. 

"I once said that we will one day meet in a funeral procession, and that is when we will take the 
decision to replace the aircraft fleet," he said. 

It was unclear whether the plane's age was a factor in the crash. The crash site was cordoned 
off, but Russian news media reported that the airplane's crew made several attempts to land 
before a wing hit the treetops and the plane crashed about half a mile from the runway. 
Correspondents at the scene said the plane's explosion was so powerful that fragments of it 
were scattered as far as the outskirts of Smolensk, more than a mile from the crash site. 

A spokesman for Poland's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 88 passengers were on the plane. 

Among them, the Polish government said, were Mr. Kaczynski; his wife, Maria; Ryszard 
Kaczorowski, who led a government in exile during the Communist era; the deputy speaker of 



Poland's Parliament, Jerzy Szmajdzinski; the head of the president's chancellery, Wladyslaw 
Stasiak; the head ofthe National Security Bureau, Aleksander Szczyglo; the deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, Andrzej Kremer; the chief of the general staff of the Polish Army, Franciszek 
Gagor; the president of Poland's national bank, Slawomir Skrzypek; and the commissioner for 
civil rights protection, Janusz Kochanowski. 

Mr. Kaczynski was elected president in 2005 just as his identical twin brother, Jaroslaw, 
became head of the nationalist-conservative Law and Justice government. He forged close 
relationships with Ukraine and Georgia and pushed for their accession into NATO, arguing 
passionately that a stronger NATO would keep Russia from reasserting its influence over 
Eastern Europe. 

He was a major supporter of plans for part of an American antiballistic missile defense system 
to be based in Poland, infuriating Russia. Although that proposal by President George W. Bush 
was scaled back by President Obama, Polish officials have said they still plan to host American 
surface-to-air missiles in northern Poland. 

That plan is unlikely to be affected by the crash. 

Nicholas Kulish and Michal Piotrowski reported from Warsaw, and Ellen Barry from Moscow. 
Clifford J. Levy and Viktor Klimenko contributed reporting from Moscow, and Nicola Clark from 
Paris. 



Lech Kaczynski 
Lech Kaczynski, (born June 18, 1949, Warsaw, 
Poland—died April 10, 2010, Smolensk, 
Russia), politician who served as president of 
Poland (2005-10). 

Kaczynski and his identical twin, Jarostaw, were 
sons of Rajmund Kaczynski, a soldier who 
fought the German occupation of Poland, and 
his wife, Jadwiga, who taught Polish linguistics 
and served in a literary research institute. The 
brothers first attained prominence as child 
actors, appearing in Ttiose Two Wtto Would Steal 
ttie Moon (1962). They were both educated at 
the University of Warsaw, and both later 
earned law degrees. Lech at the University of 
Gdansk and Jarostaw at Warsaw. During the 
1970s, as students, they were active in 
anticommunist movements, and Lech was 
jailed briefly (1981 -82) by the government. 

Although both worked for a short time in 
education, by the early 1980s they had become 
active in Solidarity, the trade union movement 
headed by Lech Wat^sa. Lech Kaczynski held 
leadership positions in the movement, while 
his brother for a time edited its newspaper. 
When Solidarity came to power in 1989, Lech 

and Jarostaw both began active careers in government. In 1990 they formed the Centre Agreement (Porozumienie Centrum), 
which Jarostaw headed until 1998. Both brothers won election to the Sejm, the lower house ofthe Polish legislature, and they 
held a number of government appointments. By 1993, however, the pair had begun a falling out with Wat^sa, and in 2001 they 
cofounded the Law and Justice Party (Proivo i Sprawiedliwosc; PIS), headed (2001-03) by Lech and from 2003 byjarostaw. 

The brothers did not fit neatly into traditional political categories. They were considered nationalist (even xenophobic by their 
critics) and aggressive in foreign policy, often hostile to the policies of the European Union (EU), and sharply critical of the 
countrys historical enemies, Germany and Russia. They took a strong stand against the perennial problem of corruption in 
Poland. At the same time, there were populist elements in their views; although they advocated a strong central government, 
they also promoted both tax cuts and a strong economic safety net. On social issues they were deeply conservative, strictly 
following the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. 

In 2002 Lech became mayor of Warsaw, while his brother continued to serve in the Sejm. In September 2005 the PiS party won a 
plurality in the Sejm and formed a ruling coalition; in October Lech was elected president of Poland, and he was sworn into office 
in December. The following year. Lech appointed his brother prime minister; however, Jarostaw's tenure in office was cut short 
when his government was defeated in early parliamentary elections in 2007 by the opposition Civic Platform. 

During the ratification ofthe EU's Treaty of Lisbon, Kaczynski played a central role. The Polish parliament had approved the 
treaty in 2008, but Kaczynski had refused to sign it until an Irish referendum on the treaty had passed. A week after Irish voters 
endorsed the treaty in October 2009, and with the Polish government's having secured opt-outs from EU policy on some social 
issues, including abortion, Kaczynski finally initialed the document. In April 2010 he died in a plane crash on his way to 
commemorate the Katyn Massacre, the mass execution of Polish military officers by the Soviet Union during World War il. The 
crash, which occurred not far from the Katyn site, also killed Kaczynski's wife and some 90 others, including top Polish 
government officials, among them the president of the national bank, the army chief of staff, and the head of the national 
security bureau. 

Lech Kaczyrtski after being elected president of Poland. 2005. 

Piotr Hawalej/AP 



Polish Pres. Lech Kaczyrtski (r ight) shal(ing hands w i t h his tw in brother, Jaroslaw, pr ime min is ter o f 
Poland, dur ing the Polish Independence Day celebrations in Warsaw. Nov. 11, 2006. 

Peter Andrews—Reuters /Landov 

"Lech Kaczynski". Encyclopaedia Britannica. Encyclopcedia Britannica Online. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc., 2015. Web. 06 Mar. 2015 
<http://www.britannica.eom/EBchecked/topic/1105975/Lech-Kaczynski>. 


