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Congratulations extended to Alderman Regner "Ray"
Suarez for dedicated service to residents of 31st Ward



CONG -

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

May 6, 2015

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

, I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague
Alderman Ray Suarez.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

T il

Mayor
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Wh The Members of this Chomber are proud io congroiuloie our fiiend dnd
colleague, Iderman Regner “Ray” Suarez, on his twenty- four years of dedlcoted and -
outsidndmg servrce to the people of ihe 3lsf Wdrd and ihe ley of Chlcogo ond

WHEREAS Born in- Youco Pueno Rico, on Ociober 26 1946 Aldermon Suorez
courogeously enlisted in the United States Mdrlne Corps ond proudly served hrs couniry N

k)

dunng the Vletnom War;-and

WHEREAS PI'IOI' o jommg the Chlcogo Clty Councrl Aldermdn- Suorez--
coordrnoied the C|iy of Chicago’s Comprehensive - Employmeni and Trolnlng Act -

Program for the Department of Streets and Sanitation, where he helped unemployed

. underemployed and disadvantaged individuals find jobs. Lofer as an crdmrnlsfrohve-
~assistant in the Mayor’s Office, Alderman Suarez worked to ensure ihoi federal-grants to

stimulate economic activity in depressed urban areas were fairly dlsirlbuted throughout

the City.. He subsequenﬂy served as an Assrsfont Commlssroner in- ihe Depanmeni of'

Streeis cmd Sanitation; and

WHEREAS In 1989 Governor James R. Thompson oppomied Aldermon Suorez to
the Illinois J0b Training. Coordlnchng Council, where he advised the Governor oh how
best o spend State monles budgefed for employmeni ond job trolnrng progroms in

_ Illrnors ond

, WHEREAS First elecied to the Chrcago Cliy Councrl in 1991, Aldermon Suarez

'sfrongly believed that the true measure -of economic development is job. retention and

job creation, and he relenﬂessly marshaled public and private resources in support of
that goal. During his tenure in office, nineteen new businessés opened their doors in the
31" Ward, including the Secretary of State Express Facility and the first Menards in the
City of Chicago. The job fairs that Alderman Suarez routinely held in the Ward resulted in

more than 2,500 jobs being offered to Word residents. In March of this year; Aiderman

Suarez and Moyor Rahm Emanvel announced a two-phase plan to- dévelop the 1.5

million square-foot site, formerly occupied by the Olson Rug Company and- later. by: .

Marshall Fields Company, located at 4000 West Diversey. This long-awaited project is

" expected to genero're more than 1,600 new jobs in the 31" Ward at businesses that will

include a 70,000 square-foot grocery store high-tech. office space, industrial ‘and

warehouse space, self-storage units, 'a dofd center and 84 busmess work/lrve units that
, ollow employees to work from home; and ) SR :



WHEREAS Alderman Suarez cared deeply aboul the Chrcago Publrc Schools

_'Under his watch, each of the. erghl publrc schools in lhe 31" ‘Ward underwent’ major : )
'_'..slruclural |mprovemenls mcludrng lead . abalemenl wrndow replacemenl lhef'-]_;l’_ 7
. installation of .new Iockers more security cameras beller lrghhng -and -qir- condrllonrng.'_ T
" and street-and alley repavrng,_as ‘well as-the expansion of five exrslrng schools to.- "
..._'prevenl classroom overcrowdrng More than $55. mrIIron was; spenl to make these
" ischools”safer -and “healthier for. our childien.” In. addition, - Alderman Suarez was,
. mslrumenlal in securing '$33.8 million in. fundrng for the new Kelvyn Park Soulh ‘High'. -
School, which in¢ludes expanded classroom space, modern compuler and scrence", =

o Iaboralorres and a beaullful new lrbrary and gymnasrum and

WHEREAS Alderman Suarez sponsored numerous ordrnances and rnllrallves to: -

- promole the safely and “well-being of Chrcagos residents. "His- _many, Iegislalrve_}.’_ R,

' __:accompllshmenls include amending. the’ Clly 'S Condomrnrum Ordinance’ to enhance’i".'_--_.f'_.;"-:"-
. | consumer prolechon for residents; the Proleclrng Tenanls in Foreclosure Ordlnance and ;-
- thé Bed Bug Ordinance, which has become a: nallonal model for the lrealmenl and . = ]

- -eradication of bed bug inféstation. ‘He also: played a prvolal role in eslabllshrng lhe Rarn .

' Blocker Prlol Program lo prevenl basemenl floodrng durrng heavy ralnslorms and

WHEREAS A slrong Ieader who keenly underslood lhe unrque problems_‘;_'f-_’"'_:-t_.'j,'
'.confronlrng Chlcagos ‘Latine -communities, Alderman Suarez dedrcaled ‘himself-to ">~ ")

© - . bringing affordable housrng to the 31* Ward and lo assrslmg lhe Ward's most vulnerable : o

" . residents by holdrng annuaI heallh fairs for senior citizens and chrldren provrdlng them. -
. with free health’ scieénings, rmmunlzalrons and other vital sefvices. He’ also frequenlly'-_
. sponsored cmzenshrp workshops and food drlves lo benefrl lhe people of hrs Ward and

WHEREAS In addlllon lo servrng as’ Vrce Mayor srnce 2011 Alderman Suarez has- j*.. o

: served with drshncllon on many Chrcago Clly CounCIl commrllees mcludmg, rmost

. 'recenlly, as, Charrman of the' Committee on Housrng and Real Eslale aihd as @ member .. "
“of - lhe Commrﬁee on Avralron Commrﬁee on Budgel and, Governmenl Operallons R
Commrﬂee on Commrllees Rules and Ethics; ‘Committee:on Frnance Commrllee on .. )
o Transporlalron and Public Way; Committee on Workforce Developmenl and Audrl and_ T
L .,Commrllee on Zonrng, Landmarks and Burldrng Slandards now lherefor L T

o BE I RESOLVED Thal we, lhe Mayor and Members of lhe Clly Councrl of lhe Crly- R

- of Chlcago assembled this. sixth day of May, 2015, do hereby' extend to Alderman. R

o Regner “Ray” -Suarez-.our hedrifelt gralllude and lhanks for - his -many years of_.".'
excepllonal service. lo the people of Chlcago and our besl wrshes for conhnued- .

success in all of hrs fulure endeavors and







