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R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

May 6, 2015 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague 
Alderman James A, Balcer, 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Mayor 



MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL . „ * MAY 6.2015 risinUd U MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL 

, The Merhbers of this Chamber are proud to congratulate 6ur 
friend apd- cpileague, Alderhi^ James Bdlcer, oh his eight^een years of 
exenriplary and dedicated service to the people pf the 11*'' Ward iand the City df 
Chicagp; dhd' " • . . v.;., v.; / • ^ ' v . . •.' 

WHEREAS; Born and raised in the Bridgepbrt nei^fiborhpod ph Chicago's 
Sduthwest Side, Alderman Balcer comrhitted himself to pUbjIc service at qri eiqirly ^ 
age. He served pur Country with distihdtidn as a member df the United Stqties 
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. A decorated war hero> Aldermdn Bdlcer 
is the proud recipient of three Purple Hearts for wounds he sustdlned In actjoh 
against an enemy of the United States and of the Bronze Star Meddl for ; 
rrierltorious service in a combat zone; and 

WHEREAS, Aldernrian Balcer begdn his long career in governhiiehtal 
seryice as Director of Veterans Affairs for the City of Chicago, a ipositidn he held 
from 1989 to 1997; and 

WHEREAS, Appointed to the Chicago City^ Council Iri 1997 to fill q vacdnt, 
aidermahic seat, Aldermdn Bqicer was first elected as Alderman of the 11 VVard 
in 1999. He Was then re-elected by his constituents to^^.t^^^^ 
consecutive terms in office; and • 

WHEREAS, thrpughput his illustrious career ds Aiderman^^b^ 
Alderrnan Balcer was d fervent advocate for our Natidh's veterahs. He wdrked 
tirelessly not only to honor thie lives of those rnen and women who died In the; 
line of duty, but to ensure that returning veterans dnd ttieir fdmllles receive the 
cafe dnd support that they need. dnd deserve. The hibny causes he -
championed on their behaif include increasing veterans' hedlthcdre benefits 



and :dc,cess to medical treatrnent; making it easier for veterans to pbtajh jdbs!; 
when they return home; especlaily in thie fields of police arid fire prptebtion; dnd^ 
spreading awareness about pdst-trdumatic stress disorder qnd the tragicdily 
high rdtes of suicide! among the veteran populatidn^ thqhks to Aldermdn 

-Balcer's persiitenc<e, dedication qnd liedderstiip, the lives of Chicago's veterans 
have markedly improved; and - v 

'WHEREAS, Aldernrian Baicer's uhwdve^^ deypt|on \tp; pur Ndtioh'^ 
veterdns and his willingness to use his public office tPLdraw dftentidn to their 
plight has served ds qn inspiring terhinder to all Chicagodns of our collective 
duty, ds citizens of this greqt Nation; to honor our vetefrans for the sacrifices tiiey 
have mddie in defense of oiir freedohris> dhd to ensure that ttiey dnd .their 
farnilies are prpperly pqred for and neverfdrgotten; and,̂^̂^̂  / ; 1̂̂̂^̂  ^ 

WHEREAS, Alfierrnan Balcer also worked dliige'ntly to improve the qtidlity 
of life in, th^ 11- :Wqrd. He speariieaded effdrtŝ t̂p foster the growth of Ipcdl 
businesses there qnd to Incredse the jevel of city services in, the community. Hjs 
many/ notable legislqtive achievements include • c9SF>pns6rmĝ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂^ 
ordinance rqtifyihg the City's cyffeht dojiectlve bargqinlrig agreement withft 
FrdterridI Order pf Police, as well, as an ambitidus drdlridnce that gredtly 
strengthened ihe City of Chicago's By - . ! 

V WHEf̂ EAS, Aid has served with distihctiori on rridny Chicqgo; 
City;! Council cbnrirnittefss> / including, most recehfly^' ds tti^ 'Chdir of -the 
Gdnriniittee on Public Safety, dhd as a niember of the Commltteef P 
Bydget qnd Operations; Committees, Rules and EthlcsrvFihance; rHeqlth dnd 
Environmentql Protection; Housing qrid Real Estate; arid Pedestriari arid Traffic 
Safety; now, therefdrp, 



' : BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Moyor and Members of the City Gdyncil of 
the City of Ghicqgo, qssernbled this sixtfi day pf May; 2 
Al.dejrmqri jqmes Bqicer our deepest, gratitude dhd thariics far his mqny ybqrs of 
.exdeptiondl iiervice to tile people of Chlcqgp, qnd qUr besit Wishes for cdriti 
success In all of his future endeavdrs; and 

4 BE / /T FURTHER RESOLVED, ^ that; d ^UitdiDle copiy• pf; fhis resolution fee; 
presefrited to Alderriridri Jdmes Balcer qs d; tpkeh pf ourr qppreciqtldn dnd 
esteem.;:,' ,•' ;.v; . '̂ • > • :'";,̂ r.;/':.;--- • 

MAYOR 

CITYCLERK 


