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Congratulations extended to Alderman James A. Balcer for
dedicated service to residents of 11th Ward






Cong.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

May 6, 2015

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague
Alderman James A. Balcer.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.
Very truly yours,

Mayor



Whef eas The Members of ihls Chomber ore proud ’ro congro’rulote our.'..__?- -
. "i,_.frlend and: colleogue :Alderiman , James Balcer,: on -his - erghfeen years. of - .
WAL exemplary ‘and dedrcoied servrce to ihe people of ’rhe 11"‘ Word dnd ihe Cr’ry of-_;' R
s Chlccgo and- : B S e

. WHEREAS Born ond rcnsed in ihe Brldgeporf nelghborhood on’ Chlcogo s'
.Sou'rhwesi Side, Aldermon Balcer commiitted hlmself to. publlc serwce atan eorly
. ‘dge. He served our Couniry with distin¢tion as a member of the Unr’red States :fﬁ._;"
'."_Morrne Corps durlng the Vietnam Wor A decorofed ‘war hero, Aldermon Balcer -
_ is the proud recipient of three Purple Heorfs for wounds he’ susiorned in ochon-""-'_'__. <
."j"ogolnsi an.‘enemy of- the United S’roies ond of the Bronze Stor Medol for'{_"'_' T
’ merriorlous serwce rnocomboi zone ond N - ~ ; '

WHEREAS AIdermon Bolcer begon hrs Iong career”in. governmentq[;.-" RS
‘service .as Director of Veterons Affairs for the Cliy of Chrcogo o posrhon he held,_'-'- -'

. .'._'_'_from 1989 fo 1997;-and -

i WHEREAS Appomted ’ro ihe Chlcogo Cliy Councﬂ in 1997 ’ro fl|| o voconf_..i': o
. oldermonlc seot Aldermon Balcer was first elec’red as: Aldermon of the’ H"‘ Ward =~
in- 1999 He “was then re:elécted by hrs conshiuenfs to ihree oddlhonol-':".._- ST

. consecuhve ierms in offrce ond '_

- WHEREAS Throughoui h|s ||lusir|ous coreer as Aldermon of fhe H“‘ Word ' ‘-.
'Aldermon Balcer was a fervent advocate for our Nohon s veferons ‘He: worked
hrelessly not only to honor the lives of those men -and women ‘who- dled in- 'rhe':_.-_ T
o line .of duty, but to. ensure ‘that reiurnrng veferans and fherr fomrlres recelve the

 cafe and: support that . they need . .and deserve The - mony cduses -he A

'chomploned on therr beholf lnclude mcreosrng veierons heolihcore beneflis Lo

A
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\\ N
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R and access io medrcal ireaimen’r maklng |i easier for veierans fo obfam jObS

’"-.-'.'.._'-':‘.Balcer S persrsience dedlcahon and |eadersh|p, fhe I|ves of Chlcago S veieransj}",-:_'"'.:_.';":
".:._.'have.markedly |mproved and . w0 ' el R

) . ordlnance ratifying. the City’s. curreni .collective bargalnrng agreemenf wr’rh the = o
;.._Frafernal Order- of Police,” as well- as an amblhous ordlnance ihat greaily_ﬂ';‘;__i:_ S
L Z'_s’rrengfhened ihe Cliy of Chlcago s Burldmg Code and SRR TR P PR

. when they reiurn home, especrally in the fields of polrce and frre proiechon ‘and
.spreading awareness about - posf fraumahc siress drsorder and, ihe fraglcally .
- :high* ra’res of. surcrde among the veferan populahon Thanks to AIderman__:.;"

: WHEREAS Alderman Balcer s unwaverlng devohon __ fo our ‘Nation's
've’rerans and his wﬂlrngness o use h|s publlc ‘office io draw” aﬁenhon to: their. -
'T.pllghi has sérved das an- lnsplnng remrnder to all- Chlcagoans of -our: collechve‘-}"

", duty, as crhzens of this greai Nahon io honor our ‘veterans. for the sacrlflces fhey-‘"-’
B have made in: defense of our freedoms “and to ensure ihai they and ihelr
i _"famrlles are properly cared for and never forgoﬂen and ' = :

_ it SaT

- WHEREAS AIderman Balcer aIso worked drllgenily fo.-rmprove ihe q'uallfy"-l-_- )
- of Ilfe in the 11", Ward He spearheaded efforis 10 fosier the: grow'rh of-local R
- ._busmesses ihere -and. toi mcrease the IeveI of criy serwces in. fhe communriy ‘His: -
"’3many :notable Ieglslahve achlevemenfs mclude cosponsorlng ‘the ™ 2014

. WHEREAS Alderman Balcer has served wr’rh drshnchon on many Chlcago_;_-_'_:;:-_:_ U
‘ ‘Cl’ry Councﬂ commlﬁees mcludlng, most recenﬂy,, ds fhe Chalr of “the? .. "
,_'-Commlﬁee on PUb|IC Safeiy, and as a member of the’ Commlﬁees on: Awahon S e

e Budgei ‘and Operahons Commlﬂees Rules and’ E’rhrcs Frnance Healih and’ -

' Envrronmenial Protection; Housmg and Real Estaie and Pedesirlan and Trafflc":‘" " '
."-Safeiy, now, rherefore ' : O oy S Ll




":'rhe Criy of Chlcago assembled this ‘sixth. day ‘of May, 2015 do hereby extend to"-
L Alderman Jcmes Bolcer our deepest grohfude and thanks for h|s many yecrrs of-.
e '-_"excephonal servrce io 'rhe people of Chlcago and our: bes’r wrshes for con’rlnued

. .BE IT. RESOLVED Thot we, ihe Moyor crnd Members of the ley Counc_ of"{'

-success in aII of hrs future endeavors and :

. g-f.,BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Thcr’r a suriable copy of,fhrs resolu’rron be’-._’
presenied ’ro Alderman James Balcer as a foken of .our _apprecrohon and:_..‘__}.




