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R A H M E M A N U E L 
M A Y O R 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y O F C H I C A G O 

June 8, 2011 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding decorated World War II veteran 
Louie Zamperini. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

Mayor 



'' rf,thi Qity dfiQMcagb, Rlinds 
t - ^ ^ - h ^ ^ ^ nAr 

MAYOR'RAHM EMANUEL̂  ^ 
Tf 

WlWere^JSn/' >4he>Memb%rs of this^hamber arê -plegŝ e The^Members of thisdEhamber are^ pleasedfetolfenorldndF^^Ls*^ 
congratulate^Louis Zannperini "aarue^Amencan hero and legendary W^orld^War II ' 
/eter^n^forh.s.courbW\^namftm^ K^],.'' \ % 

ri/VH£R£AS^Born In Gleans New.York m^l917 AAr Zampenni moyed with his 
family to Torrance ^Galifornia in, the l>920s :prowing up m then-tiny *blue1t:o ar ' " 

^ ^ ^ Torrance Mr Zampenni struggled^with yduthful misbehavior until he channeled his^-
^ * energy into competitive runrung and he went on to set the interscholastic'fecord,"'^* ^ 

fori^the''milejand'win aischolarshipjo the'^University of Southern California and -^^\^ 

5 ^ . \ WHEREAS *At a^e 18 Mr Zamperini qualified f̂or the 19.36'Olympics in Berlin" ^ 
* Germany-«^wherehecoWpetedinthe5 QOOî meterrace and twoyedr^ 
*i the Natiorfal'itQllegiate mile rec^d'^ whichihe held for 15 yeiafrandTSjrf^ " ^^'^ 

1 

^ ^ ' lVH£^£AS-'ln S%tembfer^of1941-̂ 'Mr^Zampermi Unlisted in the 
. . ^ Army Air Forces ^fterrc^mpFeting ĥ s tr̂ ammg he^4a\com^^^^^^ 

lieutenant^and deployedsjo H&waii as aimaster bombardier ond 

4^ WHEREAS On'May27 1943 Mr Zampenni and ten other'fcrew members were 

Zamperini<̂ sPilotfRus%ellfAÎ  
McNamara^werethto.nly4Survivors and,>-. ^ -^.t , . „ 

^ ^ WHER£A% Mr̂  McNbTrfara^succurfilSe^d td^dedth on the 33 '̂''clay, at seg^H 
leaving Messrs ̂ Zampenni and*Phillips huddled for'̂ a totalrof 47'yays adrift in tneM^' 
oc^ean aboard a tiny^P9.orly l̂̂ ro^praned raft,subsisting ̂ njittje morejhan rain|;g 
waterLand4h#'blobd of birds,thevpaOght arid killed barehanded 2^fe?idihg^SffA| 

v. circling5sharks land*sometiihrres^hangmcrbelow the raft to hide from enemy bullets ^ 
t. 

f ^ - r n n n ^ w i i ; r - r * , » s^.^'V*^-, .i!- . ^ - i ^ - ^ Jg^"*"^ 4 



WHEREAS After drifting some 2 000 miles west the bullet-nddled''often 
t-" ^ •* -if 

patched raft washed ashore on the Marshall Islands where Messrs Zampenni and 
Phillips were taken pnsoner by the Japanese ^and " 

WHEREAS^ For';25 months Mr'^Zampenhj was sOBjected^o unspeakable 
physicaland^JsychologicaltortureattJiTehands^qf Japanese pnsonguards Beaten 
starved denied medical care regularly whipped 'Scross the face with a belt̂  
buckle an^ forced^o perform demeaning acts including push-ups atop pits of 
human excrernent the unflinching Mr̂  Zampenni never gave in to the demands of 
his captors ancl his splnt was hever broken and" 

J4- WHEREAS Liberated from^̂ hiSgpnson camp ̂ Mr̂ ; Zampenni,arrived at Long' 
Beach California on October 5 19.45 wherê ĥe was^promotedJo the^ank^of 
captain^and awarded the-Air_^edakwith three oak leaf clusters the Purple l̂jieart 
with oak leSf cluster the Philippine Liberation MIMIOI the Asidtic-Pacific Campaign 
Medal, an̂ d the^Amencan cSmlTa.^n Medal with b^attleltars and ^ 

WHEREAS'-A recipient of honorary doctorate degrees from Azusa Pacific 
University and Bryant University Mr Zbmpenni was honored'for his'̂ extfaordmary 
sacrifice and resilience irî his hometown-^vhere the City's"dirport and a high school -
st^adibm^weTi^r^eaaftVi^infrdlid^^^ - ^ ^ -1^. I 

i t 

WHEREAS A highly declaimed athlete m Ĵanuarŷ 'l 998 for'his 81 * birthday 
/ ' Mr Zampennfran â l̂eg m the-̂ OIymP'c Torch relay^fo/̂ the Winter Olympics in 

, Ik-*-
^Nagano Japan in 2004'thelentrance plaza at the University..of Southern California 
was named Louis Zampenni Plaza and in Octob'er 2008 he was inducted into the 
National Italian American Sports Hall of'Fame in Chicago and ^ ^ ^ 

WHEREAS Mr Zampennrco^-authored two memoirs^about his^expenences 
and he is,als6 th^^subject of a New Ŷiork̂ Timê  bestseller biography Unbrpken A 
World War iTstoryhf Suiyival Resihente^ar)d Redemption written by Pulitzer Pnze-
winning author Laura Hillenbrand^ and 

K 
9-_ ^ 



WHEREAS A living Amencan legend Mr Zampenni deserv^es pufadnnirgtion 
and re^spectfor̂ his exceptional resolve .unbreakable^splrit and fyoven ̂ 'alor arid 
his riiany contnbutions and service to our Nation are'a source of great inspiration 
to all Chicagoans how therefore „ -

5- _s» ; 

I BE IT RESOLVED That we the Mayor and'Members of the City Councilpf the 
City of Chicago assembled this eighth day of June 2011 do hereby express our 
sincere appreciation to Louis Zampenni for his courageous and extraordinary life 
service and accomplishments and 

6£ IT FURTHER RESOLVED That a suitable copy of this resol̂ ution be presented 
to LOUIS Zampenni as a token of our esteem and good wishes 


