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Resolution

Call upon lllinois GeneralAssembly to disallow
establishment of new, or expansion of municipal solid waste
landfills in counties with population of more than 2,000,000

Committee on Health and Environmental Protection
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Lake Calumet area is noted for a high concentration of former landfills and
dumpsites and other industrial uses with legacy environmental concerns; and

'Whereas, restoration and preservation plans have been implemented to redress those historical
land use and environmental concems; and

'Whereas, 
a lawsuit has been filed against the City of Chicago seeking to disconnect a parcel of

land on the southern limits of the City with the apparent aim of removing the land from the
jurisdiction of the City, which has a moratorium on the development of new or expanded
landf,rlls; and

Whereas, in response, an ordinance has been proposed lifting the moratorium, which would
remove the incentive for the disconnection suit and allow the City to retain regulatory oversighi
of the parcel if it is not disconnected; and

Whereas, the parcel is located in the Lake Calumet area, for which the City of Chicago and
other units of government including the State of Illinois and Cook County have developed plans
for preserving and restoring unique environmental areas. These units of government have
invested millions of dollars in implementing the restoration/preservation plans, with significant
additional investments planned for the future; and

Whereas, in2002, the City of Chicago adopted the Calumet Area Land Use Plan. The Plan was
prepared by the City's Department of Planning and Development with funding from the U.S.
EPA and U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service and with the participation of
numerous stakeholders including the Southeast Chicago Development Commission, the
Openlands Project, and the Calumet Area Industrial Commission. The Plan was developed with
the expectation that fire landfill moratorium would continue, and therefore did not include new
landfills or expanded landfills; and

Whereas, lifting of the City of Chicago's landfill moratorium or disconnection of other parcels
from the City of Chicago could result in new or expanded landfills in sensitive areas; and

Whereas, in response to the City's landfill moratorium and continued land development in the
Chicago metropolitan area, numerous solid waste transfer stations have been developed and are

currently relied upon by the City of Chicago and suburban municipalities in Cook County to
access landf,rll facilities that are not located in areas such as Lake Calumet that have unique
environmental concerns; and

Whereas, an effort is under way to propose legislation in Springfield that would prohibit new or
expanded landfills in certain portions of the State, including these unique areas, which is being

fiercely opposed by the waste industry; and



Whereas, the proposed legislation sponsored by State Senator Don Harmon will strengthen the
City's current landf,rll moratorium by also protecting communities outside of Chicago from being
threatened with potential landfills; now therefore,

Be it resolved, that we, the undersigned members of the Chicago City Council, gathered here
this ninth day of May , 2012, do hereby declare our full support of the proposed state legislation
to amend the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency's rules to disallow the establishment of
new or expansion of municipal solid waste landfills in counties of more than 2,000,000
inhabitants, and call upon Govemor Pat Quinn and the General Assembly to pass and si
law such legislation.
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