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Honoring life and memory of Dr. Donald Liu
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RAÍIM EMANUEL
MAYOR

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COLINCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

September 12,2012

I transmit herewith a resolution honoring the life and memory of Dr. Donald Liu.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Mayor



fr resolution
doptcdþ TIne 9itV 9ouncil

orthc Citv of 9hicøgo, Illinois

Jpro'rted by MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL ¿¿ SEPTEMBER 12.2012

Wgrug, The Members of lhis Chomber were deeply sqddened to leqrn of
fhe untimely possing of the dislinguished pedioÍric surgeon, Doctor Donold liu of
fhe Universily of Chicogo Hospitols; ond

WHEREAS, Doctor Liu drowned August srh ofler rescuing lwo children who
were coughf in q slrong currenf in loke Michigon, neqr lhe town of Lokeside,
Michigon while on vqcolion wifh his fomily. Doctor Liu hod noliced fhqt lwo
twelve yeor'old boys hod follen oul of their koyok in Loke Michigon ond were
slruggling in the woler due to high woves. Acting wilhout hesilqt¡on, Docfor liu
roced qcross the beoch qnd plunged inlo lhe woler lo rescue lhe boys. Doclor
Liu wos oble to rescue bofh boys but in doing so ploced himself in dånger qnd
wos pulled under fhe wqter by the current ond could nof be revived; qnd

WHEREAS, Doclor Liu wqs born Ín New York City on Februory 12, ,1g62 ond
gre-w-up in- Toiwon- Do-ctor liu-groduoled wilh honors in t-984 frorn-Johns Hopkins---l-n¡véiiity wifh o bochelor's degree in nqlurql sciànces. He received his medicql
degree with high honors qnd his PHD in immunology from Jefferson Medicol
College of Thomos Jefferson Universily in Philodelphio, Pennsylvonio in 19g0. He
completed his inlernship ond residency in generol surgery of the Hospitol of lhe
Universily of Pennsylvonio in 1995. Doclor Liu lhen compleled o lwo-yeor
fellowship in pediotric surgery of the Universily of Michigon C.S. Molt Children's
Hospitol; ond

WHEREAS, From 1997 to 2001, Doctor liu wos qn ossistonl professor of
surgery of Louisiono Sfote Universily School of Medicine. Doctor liu joined fhe
Universily of Chicogo Deportment of Surgery os o pediotric surgeon. He wqs
nqmed seclÍon chief of pediofric surgery ond surgeon-in-chief ol Comer
Children's Hospitol in 2007. He wos lhe Mory Compou Ryerson professor in
surgery ond Pediolrics of fhe universiry of chicogo Hospilols; ond
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WHEREAS, Doclor liu wos internotionolly recognized for his ochievemenls
in reseorch, ond for his expertise in opplying ond àdopling the techniques of
minimolly invosive surgery lo children. He developed innovãfive opprooches lolhe lreotmenl of chronic obdominol poin syndrornes in children, including
medion orcuqte ligoment syndrome, o little-known ond underdiognor"ã
disorder. His skill ond experience oflrocled polients from oll over fhe country;
ond

WHEREAS, Doctor liu received mqny honors during his distinguÍshed
coreer, including teoching owords from the Universify oi penntykoñio, fhe
Children's Hospitol of New Orleons, ond the University of Chicogo, where he
recenlly won o Dislinguished Senior Clinicion Awqrd; ond

WHEREAS, Doclor Liu qssisted in developing q formol offiliolion befweenlhe Universily of Chicogo's Comer Children's Hospilol qnd the Shonghoi
Children's Medicql Cenler lhrough Project Hope. This colloborolive efforl helþed
lroin severol internotionql fellows who hove gone on lo become insÍitulionql
l-eoders in Chinq. As o resulf, Do-c.tor Liu wos honored. wilh on endowed-choip,ol
Jioo Tong Universily/Shonghoi Second Medicol College. He wqs olso oworded
$300,000 bv the Shonghoi municipo! Eovernment in recognition of his
colloborolive clinicol, reseorch qnd educolionql etforls; ond

WHEREAS, A prolific scholor, Doctor Liu wqs qn oulhor or co-oulhor of more
thon 70 reseorch publicofions qnd eight book chopters, primorily deoling with
minimolly invosive surgery, the humon microbiome ond the surgicol freotment of
inleslinol diseose; ond

WHEREAS, Doctor Liu, on exfremely coring qnd kind-heorted fomily mon
who devoted himself to helping olhers, will be greolly missed by oll who knew
him. A shining exomple of whol mokes Chicogo o greol city, Doctor Liu wos o
lrue hero who died os he hod lived: soving children; ond



WHEREAS. Doclor Donqld Liu is survived by his toving children, Genevieve,
13, Asher, 10, ond Amelie, 7 ond his coring wife, Doctor Donq Suskind, professor
of surgery ond pediotrics ol lhe Universily of Chicogo ond the director of lhe
Pediofric cochleor lmplonlolion progrom; now, fherefore,

BE tT RESOT'VED, Thol we, ttre Moyor ond Members of the Cily Council of
lhe City of Chicogo, ossembled this fwelfth doy of September,2Al2 do hereby
honor the life ond memory of Doctor Donold [iu, ond extend our heortfeil
condolences lo his fomily ond friends; ond

BE lT FURIHER RESO¿VED, Thqt suitqble copies of this resolufion be
presenied to the fomily of Doclor Donold Liu qs o sign of our sympofhy ond good
wishes.
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MAYOR

CITY CLERK


