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December 12,2012

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COLINCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith a resolution honoring the life and memory of Chicago Fire

Department Captain Herbert "Herbie" Johnson.'

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly youß,

R
Mayor
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oÍth, CitV of Cticaqo, Illinois

Jprrunted 
by MAYOR RAHM EMANUEI. on DECEMBER 12, 2012

^ôaìtWngfWS , All of Chicogo mourns lhe trogic loss, on Novernbe r 2, 2012, qI
oge 54. of Coptoin Herbert Johnson of the Chicogo Fire Deportmenl, who diedfrom injuries sustqined while fighting o fire qt q south side home; ond

WHEREAS, Coptoin Johnson's deolh is q sobering reminder to qll
chicogoons of lhe grove donger lhqt chicogo firefighlers ùittingly confront onour beholf every doy, ond of the debt of grotifide lhol we owe them; ond

WHEREAS, Known widely ond qffectionotely qs "Herbie," Coptoin Johnsondied qs he hod lived - o hero - qfter being the first firefighter fo plunge into qburning building in Goge Pork qnd sqve sãverol fqmilies, including mony withsmoll chlldren; ond

yyHEREAs, Copfoin Johnson's possing is qn immeqsurqble toss lo the FireDeportment ond to the city of Chicogo. ln oddilion to his couroge, strenglh ofchqrqcter ond skill, his wqrmlh ond joie de vivre won lhe heqrts of oll who knewhim; snd

t'yHEREAs, Coptoin Johnson cqme from q proud lineoge of Chicogo public
servqnts: his fqlher worked for the Cily's Deportmenl of Stieels ond Sonilqtion,ond bolh of his grondfothers were chicogo police officers; ond

WHEREAS, A veterqn member of the Fire Deportment with more lhon thirtyyeors of service, Herbie Johnson wos c¡ source of inspirotion, cheer, comfort qnd
steody leqdership to oll who knew him; qnd

WHEREAS, Herbie Johnson, who in oddílion to his firefighting duties olsoserved os on instructor of the Fire Acqdemy. in recent months received q well-deserved promofion to Coploin; qnd
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WHEREAS, Herbie Johnson is rernembered by friends ond fomily qs .,nuninhibited mon who loved to lough ond hqve fun. He once took o sewingclqss becouse he wonted to sew his doughter's first communion dress, ond heottended clown schoot with his sister Julie;ãnd

WHEREAS, Although he wos q modest mc¡n, Herbie Johnson could notsuppress the leodership, couroge ond humqnitqrionism thot were qn essentiqlport of him' in 20û7, he received Íhe iiiinois Fireäghter Mecioi of Honor forbrovery, fhe highest honor given by fhe stote to o firefighrer; qnd

lryHEREAs, Coptoin Johnson wqs qll heorr, giving generously of his time tolhose less fortunqfe ond to lhe community. ne iupported q comp thol helpedburn victims, co-oked for chority qnd drove fire engines in porodes for lhe FireDeportment' Following the lerrorist oltocks of 9-l l, he orgonized colteogues fotrovel to new York ciry ond spenr more thon q week there providing herp; ond

WHERE'AS, Coptoin Herbert Johnson is survived by his wife of twenty-eightyeors, Susqn; his three children, Lquríe, Michoel ond Thomos; his seven siblings,his fwo brolhers-in-low; ond countless friends ond colleogues; now, therefore.

BE lT REso¿yED, Thqt we, lhe Moyor ond fulembers of the City Councit ofthe cify of chicogo, qssembled this twelffh doy of Decembe r, 2012, do herebyhonor the life ond memory of chicogo Fire Deportmenl coptoin Herbert ,,Herbie,,
Johnson; ond

BE IT FURIHER RESOLVED, Thqt suitoble copies of lhis resolution bepresented to fhe fomily of Chicogo Fire Deportment Coptoin Herbert ,,Herbie,,
Johnson os o sign of our symporhy, deep respecr ond good wishes.

MAYOR

CITY CTERK


