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A Resolution Honoring the Life & Legacy of Leols Spanm

" 4poPTED BY The City Council
Of the City of Chicago, Illinois
Presented by Alderman Emima Mitts on April 10, 2013

WHEREAS, There was once o wornan named Leola Spann, who was both tender
and tough, as well as a grandmotherly vet fiery advocate for the poor and
disenfranchised. Mrs. Spann was weil-kuown, revered and respected as a formidabie
force devoted to unproving opportunities in Chicago’s Ausan nuwhu(unoud atul

WHEREAS, Mrs. Leola Spann was the longnme nresident of the Northwest Ausun
Counctl, (NAC); and

WHEREAS, During her 22-vear with the Northwest Austn Council, Mrs. Spann
launched multi-faceted efforts to introduce after-school programs. scolded slumlords
into lixing there buildings and lead the first known lawsuit to use nuisance absucment
laws to shut down a drug den. The Northwest Austin Council is located at 5730 W,
Division St Chicago, IL 60651; and

WHEREAS, She fought drelessly to mid the west side of drog deaders and gungs, while
working with elected officials and police o improve the ((rmmumlv s overall quabty
of hite; and

WHEREAS, Leola Spann was a comumunity organizer and activist, who stood up o
neighborhiood bullies. criminals and other neganve forces, helped slow down
speeders on the streets of Austin and fought big utthty companies as a champion of

the poor and elderly; and

WHEREAS, Leola Spann was commited totally to the Ausun conmmuniiy and to the
people-who lived and worked there, calling them her “heroes™; and

WHEREAS, She was considered the surrogate mother of the neighborhicod, and
tiroughout her long her activism career, she developed a well-carned reputation {or
Brunt honesty, steely determination and mtegrity. The botton e was that she vwas
deeply respected by everyone who knew her, whether friend or foe; and
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CWHEREAS, Without Leola Spann, many ol the things accomplished hy ¢ H'

Austn Council and by a diverse array of local clergy, ('on'nnumv usiness, and
religious leaders and pubhe ohl(l,lls oul here would not have heen accomypiished: and
‘n "HEREAS, She had no problem confronnng the drug deaders wd othor negiove
forces impacung the communiy. She was also willing 1o work bard and o o
organize people, o help tiem understand that the drug dealers are no stroneer thai
what the community allows theni to be; and '

VWHERLAS, Mis. Spann, died at age 71 of pulmonary Iithrosis on Faster, 8Marely 27,
2)

005 at Johet Conpnunity Hospice, where she had hved lor o short e and

WHEREAS. Bom m Nawcher, Miss, Mrs, Spann grow un in the deep South. She
mugrated up North with her Famly 1o \,hl( 1o the late 19, S8, with ber e
husband, Edward Williams. Thev eventually divorced in the Tare 19605, I 1968, she

took a second turn at matrimony, and marmed William Spann, who passed away 1n
16992 and

WHEREAS. Mrs. Spann had a varied work history, having
foundry and on ant arplane paris assembly ine whnle rasing dvree dau
returncd to Mississippr in the mud-1970s 1o care for ar alling grandmether
made her heavenly transiton. When she returned o Chicago i 1983, she reired
and moved next door to her danghter Antta Brown in the Ausun neighborhoed; and

WHEREAS, According to her legend, within a short six mionth pericd. Mra 8
knew evervone who ived on the block, During her wmvad if;_- ares, i
transitional period for the neighborhiood, when white residents were moving

Alvtcan-Americans and Hispaes were nov ,p” 1 ad

WHEREAS, Tensions between the races ran Ingh, and as the white theht contunued,
Mrs, Spann somewhat angnly noticed that basic services were being ignored,
Therciore she inmediately mobilized residents o draw the cv's atternnon o

community concerns; and

WHEREAS. As a key leader in her community, Leola Spann was always \wh"" {3
ask the hard but necessary questions - - such as "Why can't we have dus?, ’

don't we have this?’; and
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"HERE -"‘---C’ As part o her newlound activis: e Spann volurieored at the
o N
Northwest Ausun Council and quickly worked her way up from answeri |
J

heing exceculive director, then president, 1 role she hcnd until her deathy.
a love tor people and sl'u.:._jus( wanted people to he veated fairlv; and

SWHEREAS, Mus. Spann's grass-roots methods helped build the Northwest Austin
Counal mto a group that made positive chianges ni the connmunity, 4 legaey 1 Jnsts

Vel todiuy ; and

Jecause Mrs. Spann had winessed Drse-hand the e

i

WHEREAS, !
N T PR N ‘,.l'.‘\,..1_ e ot Dfiire oererat
that exicied, she commited hier ife and service o making sure that future generations

£
ciedn't sutter ke she had: and

WHERIAS, After many vears of dedicated service to 'ha Austin communrity, she

HRTE

(Zi)ili’ll)l.lﬁ‘d to give her tme to working with local politoans i Chivage, wao

whatever issues she could. Her heart was so big it had room for evervons ‘ﬁ-‘v'ii}! ‘ﬁ-.-"’?.mf'n
she crossed paths. Her love, and legacy of wemendous work is instlled i e hearts -
of many aidd her memory will hve foreversand

BE I'T THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, the Mayorand Members of the ¢
Council of the City of Chicago, assembled ..h l_'.cm_h day of Apni, 2003, do hereby

applaud excepuonal efforts o the behali of the citivens of Chicago: andd

N

BE I'T F'URTHER RESOQLVLED, That suttable copies of this resolution will he
presented (o the famly of Lecla Spann as acsign of our sympathy and good weli

wishes,

mea _xmt\. Alderman- J\ ard
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