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OFFICE OF' TI{E MAYOR
CITY ()F C}IICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

January 15,2014

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COT.JNCIL

OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution concerning the Chicago Fire Department.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Mayor
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MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL JANUARY 15,2014

WhgfWS , On the ofternoon of June 24,2013, the Chicogo Fire Deportmenl
received on urgent cqllfor qssislonce regording o fire in the 2400 block of South
Centrol Pqrk Avenue; ond

IVHEREAS, The fire begon in q four-slory oportment building ond spreod
ropidly, endongering lhe llves of oll of ils occuponts; qnd

WHEREAS, The fire spreod so quickly ihoÌ some residenls did nol hcrve time
to escope, become tropped, ond stood in windows desperolely owoiting
rescue; qnd

WHEREAS, ïruck 48 ond Englne 38, firsl on the ,""n.. found the fire burning
intensely on the lhird ond fourth floors. where three women were tropped, ond
one wqs preporing to jump from o window; qnd

þVHEREAS, Firefighlers from Truck 48 immediotely rqised o lqdder lo the
window. Lieulenqnl Mourlce W. Demus. Flrefighter Edwqrd Fern, qnd
Firefighler/EMT Christopher R. Skones dettly oscended lhe lodder, then
Heulenont Demus ond Firefighler Fern climbed into lhe oportment; ond

WHEREAS, The three firefighters then corefully helped the womqn who wos
on lhe window ledge onlo the lodder, ond Firefighter/EMT Skones broughl her
down to sqfely; ond

WHEREAS, Firefighter/EMT Skones lhen oscended the lodder ogoin,
climbed lhrough the window inlo lhe burning bullding, ond rejoined Lieulenont
Demus qnd Firefighter Fern, helplng them leqd two more victlms lhrough lhe
building lo sofely; ond

oc@ose



WHEREAS, The three women ond o child suffering from othsmo, olong wilh
o firefighter who injured his hond, were lqken to hospitols for treqtmenl in the
ottermoth of this conflogrolion, ond ollore expected to recover completely; ond

WHEREAS, Thqnks to lhe delermined efforts of lhe other firefighters on the
scene, the flre, which wqs so ferocious thot it burned through lhe roof, wqs
broughl under conlrol, ond it is expecled thot the building cqn be sqved; qnd

IVHEREAS. The scene of o fire is oflen heclic ond fost-poced, qnd
extrqordinory physicol oclion, quick lhlnking, ond teomwork con moke lhe
difference between life qnd deoth. By relying on eoch other for support, qnd
ocling wilh exceptionol competence ond vqlor, Chlcogo's fire personnel
undoubledly soved lives thot doy; ond

WHEREAS, The couroge, discipline, qnd skill shown by lieulenqnl Demus,
Firefighter Fern qnd Firefighter/EMT Skqnes ore in keeping with lhe finest
lrodilions of the Chicogo Fire Deportmenl;-now, lherefore,

BE IT RESOI.VED, Thof we, lhe Moyor qnd Members of the City Council of
lhe Clty of Chlcogo, qssembled lhls fifteenlh doy of Jonuory, 2014, do hereby
honor Lieutenonl Mourice W. Demus, Firefighter Edwqrd Fern qnd Firefighter/EMT
Christopher R. Skqnes of the Chicogo Fire Deportment for lheir outslonding
rescue; ond

BE lT FURTHER RESOI.VED, Thqt suilqble copies of this resolution be
presented to lhese members of lhe Chicogo Fire Deportmenl, ond ploced on
permqnent record ln lheir personnel flles, os q loken of our oppreciolion qnd

esleem.

MAYOR
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