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R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, Section 5.2 of the Illinois Criminal lnvestigation Act ("the Act"), codified 
at 20 ILCS 2630/5.2, establishes a legal process to enable persons to seal or expunge their 
criminal record; and 

WHEREAS, In Illinois, a person's criminal record contains his or her fijll arrest record; 
and 

WHEREAS, As a result, in Illinois, even in cases where a person who was arrested is not 
prosecuted for the underlying criminal offense, or is prosecuted but is found "not guilty" of the 
underlying criminal offense, the person must take affirmative steps to have his or her criminal 
record sealed or expunged; and 

WHEREAS, Despite good faith efforts by The Office of the State Appellate Defender to 
improve its website to help persons clear their criminal records on their own and v̂ dthout the 
need for an attomey, the process of getting |One's criminal record sealed or expunged in such 
cases remains daunting and is widely perceived as difficult and overwhelming; and 

WHEREAS, It is costly to get one'is criminal record sealed or expunged. Filing fees, 
which vary from county to county, must bê  paid at the courthouse. A $60 processing fee is 
payable to the Illinois State Police. In addition, some local law enforcement assess their own 
processing fees. And, even though it is notjnecessary to enlist the aid of an attomey to seal or 
expunge a criminal record, many people nevertheless feel compelled to do so, thereby adding 
significantly to the overall cost of this process; and 

WHEREAS, Many individuals, who were arrested but never prosecuted for the 
underlying criminal offense, or who were arrested but were found "not guilty" of the underlying 
criminal offense, will benefit i f the Criminal Investigation Act is amended to make it easier and 
less costly for persons in this situation to have their criminal record sealed or expunged; now, 
therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor and Members of tiie City Council of the City 
ofChicago, assembled this 8* day of October, 2014, do hereby direct the Chicago City Council 
Committee on Human Relations to hold an informational hearing on this matter; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be presented to 
Govemor Patrick Quinn; Illinois Senate President John J. Cullerton; Illinois Senate Minority 
Leader Christine Radogno; Speaker of the House MichaeJ-'̂ TMadigan; and Illinois House 
Minority Leader Jim Durkin, as a sign of our concem ^ t h this iiTipertant issue. 
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