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Title: Amendment of Municipal Code Section 8-4-355 concerning 
enhanced penalties for offenses committed in student safety 
zones, parks or playgrounds 

Committee(s) Assignment: Committee on Public Safety 



S U B S T I T U T E 
O R D I N A N C E 

SECTION 1. Section 8-4-355 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by 
inserting the underscored text and deleting the struck-through text as follows: 

8-4-355 Enhanced penalties for offenses committed in student safety zones, parks or 
playgrounds. 

(a) Defmitions. For purposes of this section, the following defmitions apply: 

(1) "Park" means any public park or playground that is not part of a school, 
during the times of allowed access pursuant to Section 10-36-110, and "playground" means any 
playground area that is part of a school, during the times of allowed access set forth in Section 
10-36-120. 

( i ) (2) "School" means any public, private, or parochial elementary, middle, or 
secondary school in the City of Chicago. 

(3) (3} "School zone" means: 
(A) in a school or on its grounds; or 
(B) within 1,000 feet of the grounds of a school. 

(3) {4} "School activity" means any extracurricular event occurring in a school 
(the "host school") or on its grounds that is announced to the public via the Intemet at least one 
day in advance. The online announcement shall state the starting and ending times of the event. 
I f the event does not have a set ending time, the announcement shall state an estimated ending 
time. If an event is not announced online at least one day in advance, or i f the online 
announcement does not state both the starting time and the set or estimated ending time, the 
event does not qualify as a "school activity" for purposes of this section. 

(4) (5) "Safe passage route" means any portion of the public way designated by 
the Mayor of the City of Chicago, or his designee, for use by students travelling to and from a 
particular school (the route's "associated school"). The locations of safe passage routes and the 
identities of their associated schools shall be made available to the public via the Intemet. 

(5) {6} "Student safety zone" means: 
(A) any school zone between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. on 

any day the school is in session; 
(B) the school zone of any host school during any school activity, and 

within 60 minutes before the starting time and 60 minutes afiter the set or estimated ending time 
ofsuch school activity, as announced online pursuant to subsection (a)(3) of this section; 

(C) any safe passage route between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 7:00 
P.M. on any day the associated school is in session; 

(D) any safe passage route during any school activity at the route's 
associated school, and within 60 minutes before the starting time and 60 minutes afiter the set or 
estimated ending time of such school activity, as announced online pursuant to subsection (a)(3) 
of this section; and 

(E) inside any moving or stationary school bus being used to transport 
school childrent 



(F) any public park that has a boundary line within a school zone 
between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. on any day the school is in session; and 

(G) any public park that has a boundary line within the host school 
zone during any school activity, and within 60 minutes before the starting time and 60 minutes 
after the set or estimated ending time of such school activity, as announced online pursuant to 
subsection (a)(3) of this soction. 

(b) Penalties. 
(1) The following enhanced penalties shall apply to violations of Sections 8-

20-075 and 8-20-085 of this Code that occur in student safety zones, parks or playgrounds: 
(A) the penalty for a first offense shall be a fine of not less than 

$1,000.00 nor more than $5,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 120 days nor more 
than six months; 

(B) the penalty for a second offense shall be a fine of not less than 
$5,000.00 nor more than $15,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 150 days nor 
more than six months; and 

(C) the penalty for a third or subsequent offense shall be a fine of not 
less than $10,000.00 nor more than $20,000.00, and incarceration for a term of six months. 

(2) The following enhanced penalties shall apply to violations of Section 8-
20-060 ofthis Code that occur in student safety zones, parks or playgrounds: 

(A) the penalty for a first offense shall be a fine of not less than 
$1,000.00 nor more than $5,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 30 days nor more 
than six months; 

(B) the penalty for a second offense shall be a fine of not less than 
$5,000.00 nor more than $15,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 90 days nor more 
than six months; and 

(C) the penalty for a third or subsequent offense shall be a fine of not 
less than $10,000.00 nor more than $20,000.00, and incarceration for a term of six months. 

(3) The following enhanced penalties shall apply to violations of section 8-24-
020 ofthis Code that occur in student safety zones, parks or playgrounds: 

(A) the penalty for a first offense shall be a fine of not less than 
$500.00 nor more than $1,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 30 days nor more 
than six months; 

(B) the penalty for a second offense shall be a fine of not less than 
$1,000.00 nor more than $2,000.00, and incarceration for a term not less than 90 days nor more 
than six months; and 

(C) the penalty for a third or subsequent offense shall be a fine of not 
less than $2,000.00 nor more than $5,000.00, and incarceration for a term of six months. 

{c} If a violation of Section 8-20-060. 8-20-075. 8-20-085. or 8-24-020 occurs in a 
location that meets both the definition of "school zone" in subsection 8-4-355(a)(3). and either 
the definition of "park" or "playground" in subsection 8-4-355(a')(l), during a time period that 
causes enhanced liability to apply under this section pursuant to only one of those definitions, the 
definition that results in enhanced liability shall apply. 



SECTION I I . This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 10 days following due 
passage and publication. 

' Leslie Hairston 
Alderman, 5* Ward 
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January 20, 2015 

To the President and Members ofthe City Council: 

Your Committee on Public Safety begs leave to report and recommend that Your 
Honorable Body pass the proposed substitute ordinance amending the Municipal 
Code Section 8-4-355 conceming enhanced penalties for offenses committed in 
student safety zones, parks, or playgrounds. 

This recommendation was concurred unanimously by a viva voce vote ofthe 
Members of the Committee with no dissenting vote. (02014-5055) 

(Aid. Leslie Hairston, 5"" Ward) 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

James A. Balcer 
Chairman 
Committee on Public Safety 


