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R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

March 10,2015 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith a resolution honoring the life and memory of our dear friend and 
colleague JoAnn Thompson. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolutton will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

Mayor 



adopud by Tlie Qity Qouncil 
ofthe Qity of Qhicago^ Illinois 

CITY CLERK SUSANA A. MENDOZA 
p r e s e n t e d hy MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL MARCH 10,2015 

^"^QllBTGUS ' With profound sadness and an overwhelming sense of loss, the 
Members of this Chqrnber mourn the death, on February 9, 2015, at age 58, of 
our friend and col league Alderman JoAnn Thompson. Affectionately known as 
"Jo" by.her family and close friends. Alderman Thompson served the people of 
the 16*" Ward, cdrtiprising The Englewood and Gage Park neighborhoods, with 
Impeccable dignity arid honor; and , ^ 

VVHEREAS, Born on SeptemberT^ Thompson y/as raised on 
thie South Side of Ghlcdgo. Ari iiriteil^ arid gifted person, who readily took oii 
difficult assignments. Alderman TtiohrijDspn served a iiieutenant in the Cook 
County pepdrtnierit of Correctionvp^^^ 

WHEREAS, A strong arid resilient womdri. Alderman Thompson was not a 
stranger to hardship. She overcame ,q perio^d of horhelessness, rebounded from 
the .death of iher^'beldyed husban friymphed in a bout with 
alcohblism following that tridgic loss. Alderman Thompson was a conqueror, 
crediting. God and q social worker qt the Chicago Christian Industrial League 
with helping her to turn her life arbund. Sh^ took justifiable pride in her recovery, 
telling her constituents:'M represent hope"; arid 

WHEREAS, First elected jo the Chicago City Council on April 17, 2007, and 
re-elected on April 5, 2(311, Alderman Thompson was a tireless advocate for her 
corrimunity. She sponsored 437 pieces of legislation, and she was instrumental 
in enacting legislatiori to bdn the sale of flavored tobacco and synthetic 
marijuana in Chicago. An exceptional leader. Alderman thornpson served as 
the Vice Chair of the City Council Committee on License and Consumer 
Protection, as an active member of the Black Caucus, and as Committeeman of 
the 16*''Ward; and 



WHEREAS, A public servant par exce//ence, who cared deeply about 
children. Alderman Thompson understood that the prosperity of q comrnunity is 
expressed in the advancement of its people. Comrnitted to bringirig jobs, 
economic prosperity dnd educational opportunities to the 16'*̂  Ward, Alderman 
Thompson atirqcted :a Whole Foods grocery store io the corner of Halsted Street 
and 63''̂  Street in ;En^lbwpqd;"iobbie^^ State legislators to provide. 
capital imprqverilerii ifundirig for ,qll;̂  'Porks jn the 16*!'j:Wqrd; and 
secured,-q $3.5 Imiilipn.'appropriation^^ ;;ne>̂ ^̂ ^̂  

fi^yrrindsiUm,:;giri§^_;^^ piivei' Wendell :î dlm 
Elementary School; and / ''^ - [-"' '' ^' • " -''y.^''' .-'. 

ri.-.;' : WHEREA ,̂'?AldermanTh6riips61î ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  riidst : 
vulnerable /citiz(eris.o7*>5he cdred, de'eply '̂ dbput.'̂ the '̂ elderlŷ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ' ' 
chronically homeless,'the disabled arid the sickMhariks to her.̂ efforts, the^Bethel 
Teitqce^ Senior ̂ /^pq 

^ jipiJslrig or ^eT»idr,;'citli wq^t^^xparid 
cphiplexes fbr>s^i^ 

cHronicqlly hpnieless and disabled/i open.e.d Its doprs; ̂ qnd the 'Access Heqith 
Medical C a m p u s / i n c l u d e s ^ | ^ ^ s K • 
tiesedrch .certter^Was Built dt 52^.Street bricI Ashldnd Avenu^; arid * 

: WHER£AS,̂ ,A firrri beilieverMn jrieiighbprhpp.d beautificdtian Vdnd ;qualify pf -
life/'Aldefmdh Thdrnpspri'c fptqlirig'riipre than 
$5 millipri, that awarded -gr residents far 
sprely needed irepqirs tp their prpperty; CPT^ the innpyatlve "Lpts pf 
Change" prpgrdrti, which brdught i;lbO C P H ^ students frerri acress the 
Cpuntry tp the 16"" Wai-d tb assist in the cledn-up pf vacant lats; and established 
the first-ever 16'*' Ward Musical Festivial dnd the award-winning 16"' Ward Track 
and Field Team; and 

%•' 



WHEREAS, Widely admired far her persenal cpurage, leadership and 
grace. Alderman JpAnn Thpmpson will always be remembered for her caring 
spirit and genulrie,smile, dnd ds an exemplary public servant with an abiding 
affection for the people of Ghicago. Her legacy pf service, leve and cbmpassien 
survivesin the bequtiful family shie left behind 

WHEREAS, W^iidermanj^ 
Joseph; Meldiiie.;qiid:;Ujt 
;peî rika, Miqydh/^nd Je«le^ ;• ; • • ' i 

r • BE /r ^RESdLV^D,:Thd ^J\qyoi^%nd iMe pf the City Cbyricll pf 
the City pf phiec^b, 
ihe life' qhd' /i^em^ 
Jhbrnpsbri drid'exterid purviieartfelf baridple 

• •;• • . : v'^-v;-^;: ••;;.•••--•.;>;: •'• ' -
- :; BE ;^^i?™R;^T?JP^0M 
pres^eriied^tp^the^qrriily pf y5|^erma^ tHpmpspn qs a sign of joijr^m^ 

••qnci 'feii3ie0.y4^^''-:'^!}i,.\'•'!:\:^;^:r::?';M:0'^ v•••••• - .̂'̂̂^̂̂^̂̂^̂  

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 
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