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Tribute to late Honorable JoAnn Thompson



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

March 10, 2015

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith a resolution honoring the life and memory of our dear friend and
colleague JoAnn Thompson.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

T O el

Mayor



A resolution

adopied » [he ity Council
ot ity of Chicago, llmois

~ CITY CLERK SUSANA A, MENDOZA |
]Qresented by _. MAYORRAHMEMANUEL ~~ ~ .. = MARCH 10, 2015

o Whereas WITh profound sadness cnd an overwhelmmg sense of loss, the
Members of ihls Chamber mourn the' death, on February 9, 2015, af age 58, of

-our friend .and" colleogue Alderman JoAnn Thompson Affectionately known as
“Jo" by. her family cmd close friends, Aldermdn Thompson served the people of

. the 16" Ward, “coimprising ‘the. Englewood and Gage Park nelghborhoods wrih
' lmpeccoble drgnlty and honor and ' "

L WHEREAS Born on Sepfember 18 1956 Aldermon Thompson was raised on

-'?_ihe Soufh Side of Chlcogo AR m’relhgeni ond grﬁed person, who readily took on”
. - difficult osmgnmenis Aldermon Thompson served’ as -a lieutenant in the Cook
R -_-Couniy Deporrment of Correchons prlor io becommg on olderman ond N

_ WHEREAS A s’rrong ond resrllenf womon Alderman Thompson was not a
_ -._-sironger to hcrdshlp She overcame a perrod of homelessness rebounded from
~ the: deaih of .her’ beloved husbond in-1992, cmd irlumphed in. a bout with

"olcohohsm followmg that ircglc Ioss Aldermon Thompson was a conqueror,

credmng God and a social worker of the: Chlcogo Christian Industrial Leogue' L

~ with helping her to turn her life" oround She iookjushflable prlde in her recovery,
. ’relllng her conshiuenis “I represeni hope ond _ : :

WHEREAS Flrsf elecied to ihe Chlccgo CITY Councrl -on Apnl 17, 2007 and - -

- re-elected on April 5, 2011, Alderman Thompson was a tireless advocate for her

: communlfy She sponsored 437 pieces of legislation, and she was instrumental

_ in enactling legislation to ban the sale of flavored tobacco and synthetic

- marijuana in Chicago.. An exceptfional leader, Alderman Thompson served as

the Vice Chair of the Cily Council Commiltee on License and Consumer

" Protection, as an acfive member of the Black Caucus, and as Commlﬁeeman of
the 16" Ward; and .

D638



o lrfe Alderman Tho.mpson ‘Co: sponsored

WHEREAS, A public servant par excellence, who cared deeply about
children, Alderman Thompson understood ’rhai the prosperity of a community is
expressed in.the. advancement of ris people. Commlﬁed to bringing jobs,
economic prosperriy and educahonal opporiunrhes to the 16™ Ward, -Alderman
Thompson aﬁracied .a Whole Foods grocery s’rore 1o the corner ‘of Halsied Street

~and 639 Streét in Engiewood Iobbred Federal and Siaie Iegrslators to’ ‘provide. . |

"capltal rmprovemeni fundrng for al hools(and 'parks in the’ 16"‘ Ward and
securea .a $3 _5_' '_,|Ilron ~dpproprrahon_for’a 'new'Iunchroom play Ioi resfored:."

3 SAIR T N

rctzensw ere urli rn hé“1

ih_e frrsi gende specrfrc‘ housrng‘ .omplexe for ererans m’_’he Nahon nd i'ne
Ve Ty YL "6'“‘W,, P ;

WHEREAS 4 hbg ; ‘an
_,|x TIF/NIP programs foialrng more ihan
$5 mrllron thai awarded granis 10" more‘-ihan :300° nerghborhood residents for
sorely needed repalrs to their proper’ry, €O+ sponsored the mnovahve “Lots of -
Change progrdm, whrch broughi 2100 college students . from across the
Country fo the 16" Waid to assist in the clean- -up of vacant lots; and established
the first-ever 16" Ward Musrcal Festrval and the award wrnnrng 16™ Ward Track
and Field Team and



WHEREAS, Widely admired for her personal courage, leadership and
grace, Aldermcn JoAnn Thompson will: ‘always be remembered for her caring
. spirit and genume smile, and .as an exemplqry public servant with an’ cbldmg
N .affechon for the people of Chlcago. Her Iegacy of service, love cmd compdssmn
' ‘--.survwes m the beauhful fomlly she Ieﬁ béhlnd‘-'and ' ;

CITY CLERK










