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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

April 15,2015

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COLTNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Moreno, Fioretti, Dowell, Burns, Hairston,
sawyer, Harris, Beale, Pope, Balcer, cardenas, Quinn, Burke, Foulkes, Thomas, o'shea,
Brookins, Jr., Munoz, Zalewski, Solis, Burnett, Jr., Ervin, Graham, Mell, Austin, Colon, Sposato,
Mitts, cullerton, Laurino, Patrick o'Connor, Mary o'Connor, Cappleman, pawar, osterman,
Moore, Silverstein and Cochran, a resolution regarding a recent proposal by Illinois Govemor
Bruce Rauner calling for the creation of local right to work zones.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,



RESOLT',fION

Wl|UllllAS' lllinois Oovernor Brucc Rauncr has repcotedly callccl for thc crcatton of local rrglrt

!o lvork zoncs, in which votsrs coukl dccidc if workcrs in their conununities employcrl'in union¡zctl
indutries can op¡ out of paying union ducs or cquitablc tbcs tbr rcprc.scntarion io läUor organizationsl
snd

IVIIEREAS, Govcr¡lor Rou¡rcr has asked for cíty councils across Illinois lo cons¡dcr ¡ rcsolution
asking fbr voter referenda to ¡llow local right to worh zones, limit prevartrng wage larvs as rvef I as
chnnges to work€rs' conìpunsutlon lows ond eliminating projcut lalior agrccñrenri; and

. WHEREAS, such action has the potentral to drsmantle labor organizations, rvhich have
hislorically protcctcd thc rights of working ond nriddle-class Chicagoans. ond coutd lead to lowcr nredian
r¡agcs, reduced bcnefits, ond unsalb working conditions l'or atl omployees whethsr they are unÍon or non-
union: and

IV}¡ERBAS' The lllinoís Attorney Gencrtl has rcndcrcd an opinion unequivocully dcclaring the
conccpt of local right to work zoncs both prccmptcd by tbdcral labor law and illcgal undcr lllinois law;

lVHEREAS, The lllinoís Atlorncy Gcneral has rcncIcrcd an opínion unequivocally declaring that
local opt-out of prevatling wage laws would viota¡c thc IllÍnois ltrcvoiling Woge iaw; onð

lvllEREAS' this attack on cstablished larvs meant to prolect rvorking fanrilies ¡s an attenlpt to
weaken orgnnized labor, undcrcut Chicogo and tllinois contraclors ond busine.sses by allowing out of state
cntitios and workers to takc Chicago jobi and witl not makc Chicago or lllinoís a móre conpe-tilrve
br¡incs cnvironment, evidcnccd Uy itrc focr tl¡at si¡nitor laws in oticr slatcs hsvq hed no irnþact on
&ttmcting cmployers to o porticular stats; now, thcrefore,

BB ff RESOLVUD, tlul we, tlro Moyor snd Members of the City Council ofChicago, ¡ssamhled
this fifleenth day of Apnl, 20I 5, do hereby driclare our opposition to thc ãubernatorial propo-sui to create
locol right to work zoncs in lllinois; und

BE lT FURTHER RESOI.VED, that rvc coll upon thc Conlmíttee on Workforce Dcvelopment
and Audit to hold a hcartng to nddress tlris important issuc, a¡¡d wc ask that thc Co¡¡rmittcc invita 

-

appropríute officials and interested nrembers ofthc public in an cffort to fully address this martcr; and

l¡E lI' l¡utll'HEtì llti.soL\rED, thar copiss of this rcsolution be delivered to the Governor ol'
thc State of lllinors, thc Prcsrdent of thc lllinoís Senule, the Minority l.eudcr of lhe lllinors Scnate, thc
Speakcr of thc lllinois llousc of Representativcs, and thc Minority Lcactcr t¡f tho lllinoís I'lousc of
Reprcscntotives
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