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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

May 6, 2015

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith a congratulatory resolution regarding our departing colleague
Alderman Mary E. O’Connor.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Tl

Mayor



B Whereas The Members of this. Chamber are proud to congrafulaie our frlend a ]
L olleague Alderman Mary O'Connor; on her . four years of dedlcated and ouistandrng.
'servrce to the’ people of ihe 41" Ward and ihe Cr'ry of Chlcago and - R

resented by MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL 0

WHEREAS Born in Chrcago in 1959 Alderman O Connor grew up ‘i ihe 41" Ward )

e Aﬁer graduahng from .Resurrection High School she earned her. bachelor of scrence'.i;'-i;

,degree in business, with-an emphasrs on. nufrrhon from Easrern Tlinois Unlversrry Agifted "5

'enirepreneur Alderman’ O’Connor is the: proud :owner. of ftwo. small- busrnesses

. Unforgeﬂable Edibles . and o’ Connors Market and Dell Iocaied |n Chlcago s Edlson',j""-'

Pork nelghborhood and

e

WHEREAS In 2002 Alderman O Connor was elecied presrdent of the Edrson Park'. S
‘Chamber of Commerce where she served for six: terms. Under her gurdrng hand,’ Edlson""="- o s
- Park’s main business district flourrshed and is now: one the mosf successful busrness -

_ .dlsirrcis on Chlcago s Norihwesf Side: and o S :

WHEREAS Slnce 2008 Alderman OConnor has served as 41“ Wardl ' '

Commrﬁeeman of ihe Cook Coun’ry Democrahc Pariy, and

WHEREAS Frrst elecied fo ihe Chrcago Crfy Councﬂ in 2011 Alderman O Connorl A

. was fhe first female alderman to represeni the 41* Ward. The largest geographrc ward in -

_'crlhcal to neighborhood revitalization, Alderman O Connor understood the- |mportance'f_."":' A

Chlcago the 47*.Ward is home to the suburban-like nelghborhoods of Norwood Park,

Oriole. Park, Edison Park, Wlldwood and Edgebrook as, weII 95 Ch|cago OHare,.-}._';_:._-'.__':“'-,:
'Iniernahonal Arrporr and : N TR SUeal iy

WHEREAS Convmced that beﬂer jObS Iead to sironger nelghborhoods and are

- of providing businesses wﬂh mcenhves fo locate in bllgh'red areas of the City: investing.
; 'rn jOb training programs; helping young people who have’ dl’Opped oui of school.

. @@.ﬁ—é@? -

__receive their high school diplomas;: investing in after- school programs for children; o

- supporhng programs that expand access to the Chlcago Criy Colleges; andinvestingin. -

‘ 'nerghborhood schools to enable ihem to keep pace wrth advancements in iechnology, o
and - L : : \ , . _ . o
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L \
\
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.\_"

_ y WHEREAS Dur|ng her ienure in offlce Alderman O Connor worked closely wrfh._" . "'_

N _.;_ihe Chlcago Department .of Planning and Developmen’r and varrous advocacy groups_ .

... to.strengthen the' City’s approach to- growing . busmesses in |fs commumhes and- she - -

. "f—-ploneered severdl initiatives  to make -Chicago” more- busmess frlendly Aldermanf"_-—_,_ el

. O Connor successfully hélped to pass an.ordinance to consolldate the Cl'ry s business -

- licenses; she voted to eliminate the City's’ head tax; .and, ‘as. a imember of the Small ..

..~ ~Business" Adwsory Council and the Criywrde Reiall Adwsory Comittee, she workedi'-"". T,

R closely with Mayor Rahm Emanvel to develop srrategles to foster smaII busrness growih
"and to creaie a comprehensrve citywide plan for’ economic developmenf Most;

_ recenily, Alderman ©O’Connor infroduced an ordmance to énsure ihai a percentage of‘. L o

L ]ObS creafed by non federally funded prolecrs be awarded io Iocal resrdenrs and

WHEREAS Alderman O Connor sirongly belreved ihai rhe besi foundahon in. ihef_{.'--

' -f|ghi agalnsr crime is a parinershlp between the police and the- communriy they serve.

_,__"'A sirong supporier of the Chlcago Alternative Police Sirategy ("CAPS) program - oo
_ . Alderman O’ Connor- worked closely.: wﬂh the’ Office’ of Emergency Managemenf and'j_ S
'_-.:j‘,Communlcahons to rmplemeni strategies to ensure that calls for service are assigned . i
_ -Tappropnaiely and that communications between dlspatchers and local polrce dlsirrcfs e '
take info account. the area’s specmc challenges ‘She regularly held publlc safety -
. forums to. review: <rime: frends ‘in the 41" Ward, to give communliy resrdenis the:

._"-opportunliy fo'interact dlrecily wrih local pollce com‘manders and CAPS offlcers and io o

’ _provrde Iocal re5|denfs wﬂh useful safeiy hps and

. ? WHEREAS Alderman o’ Connor conSISienﬂy foughi io reduce ihe lmpaci on the-. . -
Lo -.surroundlng communliy of arrcrafi noise at. Chlcago O Hare. Iniernahonal AIl’pOﬂ' She' s

B champloned the phasing-out of louder, older dircraft at fhe Alrpon obtalnmg voluniary

- compliance wnh the "Airport’s Fly Quiet Program encouraging the use of desrgnated

'_preferenhal runways and flight tracks to rouie gircraft over ihe least- populaied areas of. ‘ __
.the ‘City during nighttime ‘hours;. dnd expandlng the use of. ‘noise abaiemeni ﬂrghif:-f:-'.'

"__‘_procedures at ihe Alrport fo fur’rher reduce the |mpact of arrcraﬁ n0|se and

. WHEREAS Alderman O 'Connor has served wrth dlshnchon on many Chrcago Cliy'_' .
. ‘Council commlﬂees rncludrng, most recenﬂy, ds- Vice’ Charrman of the Committee on .
"'AVlahon and as.’a ‘member of the Commlﬂee -on ihe Budgei and Government :
\ Operahons Commrﬂee on Commlﬂees Rules and Eihlcs Commlﬂee on Educadtion’ and' :

' Child Development; Committee on Housing and Real Estafe; Committee on License and . A

~ Consumer Protection; Committee on Publlc Safeiy, and Commlﬁee on Transporfahon._-:"

' and Publlc Way, now, iherefore



BE iT RESOLVED Thqf we, ihe Mayor and Members of the Clty CounCII of ihe Cliy_---_ wo

of. Chlcago ossembled this sixth day of May, 2015, do hereby extend to Aldermon Mory ;‘.__.._.".ﬁ"f, :

O Connor our heartfelt gratitude and fhanks for her many years of excephonal service ST
to the people of- Chlcago and our. besi WIshes fot conhnued success’ in all of her future

_ endeavors and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Thai a suﬂable copy of thls resoluhon be presenfed -i_ '

'-'_'-‘Aldermcn Mary O Connor cs a ioken of our apprecmhon and esieem

CMAYOR ol




