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OFF.ICE OF T}IE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

RAIIM EMANIJEL
MAYOR

September 14,2016

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COLTNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Burke, O'Connor and Tunney, a

congratulatory resolution concerning The Honorable Mary Robinson, former President of
Ireland.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Mayor
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to Chicogo Mory

nted by MÄ.YOR RAHM EMANUEL aï SEPTEMBE 14,2016

The Members of this chomber ore pleosed ond honored lo welcome
Robinson, lhe seventh, qnd firsl femole, president of rrelond; former

United Notions High Commissioner for Humqn Rights; founder ond President of Reøtizing
Righfs: The EfhÍcql Globølizatíon InÍtìalive: qnd, mosi recently, newty-oppoinÍed Uniled
Nolions Speciol Envoy on Et Niño ond Climqle; ond

WHEREAS, Mory Robinson wqs born in Bollinq, Counly Moyo, trelond. Her porenls,
Aubrey de Vere Bourke ond Tesso Bourke, were bofh medicql doctors. One of five
siblings, she otlended lrelond's Mounl Anville Secondory School, ond sfudied low of the
Universily of Dublin (Trinify College) ond of The Honoroble Sociely of King's lnns.
lrelqnd's oldest School of Low. before occepting o postgroduqte fellowship to Horvord
Universily; ond

WHEREÄS, Affer completing her legol sludies in the United Slofes, Mory Robinson
returned lo Dublin, where she served for one yeor os q borrisler. ln I969, al oge 25, she
wc¡s oppoinled Reíd Professor of Low of Trinity College. A distinguished constilutlonol
lowyer qnd renowned supporler of humqn rights, in t g87, she wos etecfed lo the Royol
lrish Acodemy ond, from Ig87 fo 1990, she served os o member of the lnlernolionol
Commission of Jurists in Genevo, Switzerlond. ln 1988, Mory Robinson ond her husbond
Nicholos founded the lrish Cenlre for Europeon Low of Trinity College. Ten yeors toter, in
1998, Mory Robinson wqs elecled Choncellor of Trinily College; ond

WHEREAS, An ostute qctivisl ond politicion, who used the low to effecl sociol
chonge, Mory Robinson wos elecled in 19ó9 to the upper house of lhe lrish Pqrtioment,
where she served os q senqfor lor 2Q yeqrs. A strong proponenl of civit righfs, ond
especiolly for women's righls. Mory Robinson led the fight in Porlioment to secure the
right of lrish women fo sif on juries; to qbolish the requiremenl thqt oll women upon
morrioge resign from lhe civil service; to legolíze controception ond promole equol
economic rights; ond lo recognize lhe right of women to dívorce ond live
independently. From 1?79 lo 1983, she olso served on lhe Dublin Cily Council.where
she successfully resisled lhe development of Wood Quoy, one of Europe's best
preserved Viking sifes; ond
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WHEREAS, ln 1990, with brood-bosed support from lrelond's Lqbour Porfy, Green
Porty qnd Workers' Porly, Mory Robinson wqs elecled os lrelqnd's firsi womon president,
decloring, in her inougurol speech, lhol: "The stoge is set for o new common Europeon
home bosed on respect for humon righls, plurolism, tolerqnce ond openness to new
ideos"; ond

kVHEREÁS, Wídely regorded qs o tronsformolive figure for lretqnd ond for the lrish
presidency, Mory Robinson breofhed new life into lhe role. As President, she worked
tirelessly lo reform lrelond's prisons, lo decriminolize homosexuolity. lo odmil lretqnd
into lhe Europeon Economic Community, ond to chonge fhe foce of Anglo-lrish
relotions by becoming the fírsl serving lrish president to visit lhe United Kingdom ond
meel Queen Elizobeth ll ol Buckinghom Potoce. From her first doys in office, Mory
Robinson recognized qnd honored lhe contributions of millions of lrish emigronls during
the lSrh ond 19th cenluries, ond of lheir descendonfs, by burning o lomp in fhe shope of
q cqndle in fhe window of the presidenliol residence, deflty using the symbolism of the
lrish diosporo qnd potolo fomine to encouroge lrelond to support developing notions.
ond to fíght fomine ond genocide in Somolio, Rwondq ond ofher counlries in Africo ond
oround lhe world; ond

WHFREAS. On Sepfember 12, 19?7, Mory Robínson wc¡s nomed United Notions
High Commissioner for Humon Rights, where she reprioritized the office by emphosizing
humqn rights notionolly ond regionolly. Her mony occomplishmenls include becoming
ihe firsl united Notions High commissioner to visit chino ond Tibet; slrengthening thã
moniforing of humon rights in conflict oreos; connecting climote chonge. humon i¡gt¡ts
ond gender; choiring lhe Asio Regionol Preporotory meeting for the 2O0I "World
Conference ogoinst Rocism, Rociql Discriminqtion ond Xenophobio" in Tehrqn, lrqn; ond
presiding over the 2001 "World Conference Agoinsf Rqscism" in Durbon, Soufh Africo;
qnd

WHEREAS, ln 2002, Mory Robinson founded lhe non-governmenlol orgonizolion
Realizing Rigfifs: The Ethîcol Globstizalion tniliative in on effort lo put humon rights
slondqrds ond lhe needs of the poorest ond most vulneroble of the heqrf of globol
governonce ond policymoking by fosfering more equiloble internotionol lrode ond
development, strengfhening responses to HIV/AIDS in Afríco, qnd shoping more
humone mígrotion policies; qnd

WHEREAS, Since July 18, 2007, when former Presidenl of South Africo Nelson
Mqndelq convened q group of world leoders, the Elders Group of World peqcemokers,
to contribute lheir colleclive wisdom, influence ond experience to tocklÍng lhe world's
tou$hesl problems, Mqry Robinson hqs been octíve in The Elders' work qs o forceful
qdvocote for humon rights ond dignity in Africo qnd throughout the world; ond

I'VHFREÁS, ln July of 2009, President Borock Obomq owqrded Mory Robinson the
Presidentiql Medol of Freedom, the highest civiliqn honor bestowed by the United Stqtes;
ond



þVHEREAS, Since 2009, Mory Robinson hos continued fo bring qttention lo urgent
inlernqtionql issues, ond to urge citizens ond notions fo moke common couse for juslice.
qs Hofiorqry President of Oxfom lnternqtionql; os Chqír of the lnternqtionol lnstilufe for
Environment ond Development; qs founding member ond Choir of fhe Council of
Women World Leoders; os Choir of the Boord of Globol Allionces for Voccines ond
lmmunizotion; os o member of lhe Club of Modrid; qs United Nslions Speciol Envoy lo
the Greot Lokes Region of Cenlrol l\frico; os United Notions Speciol Envoy for Climote
Chonge; ond, most recenlly, os Uniled Nqfions Speciol Envoy on El Niño ond Climqte;
now, fherefore,

8E ,I RFSOLVEÐ, Thqt we, lhe Moyor qnd Members of fhe City Council of the City
of Chicogo, ossembled this fourleenth doy of September, 20'ló, do hereby commend
Mory Robinson for her lifelime of ochievemenl in the field of humon righls; ond

BE tÍ FURTHER RESO¿VED. Thot, in recognition of Mory Robinson's invqluoble
contribulions lo humonily os on ogent for chonge. ond for her devolion lo ending
discriminqtion, breoking down borriers, uplitting monkind. ond setling o slondord of
excellence lo which we oll should slrive. we wish to bestow upon her Chicogo's highest
honor, fhe Medol of Merit; ond

BE lT FURÏHER RESOLVED, Thol o suilqble copy of this resolulion be presented to
Mory Robinson os o sign of our respect, qdmirqtion qnd good wishes.

MA,YOR
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