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Resolution 

Call for chairman of Committee on Finance to gather 
information for possible appeal of Illinois Appellate Court 
decision to stop Rock Island Clean Line LLC project to 
deliver wind energy electricity to Illinois customers 
Committee on Finance 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago has over one million electric customers: residential, 
commercial and industrial; 

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago has frequently re-affinned its support for a transition 
away from fossil fuel resources and towards a sustainable future of zero carbon resources; 

WHEREAS, Rock Island Clean Line LLC ("Rock Island") is developing a $2 billion, 500 
mile high voltage direct current electric transmission line to deliver wind energy from northwest 
Iowa to Illinois, benefiting consumers by reducing wholesale electric costs in Illinois by $320 
million in the first year of operation alone, and making available enough renewable energy for 
1.4 million homes in Chicago and the surrounding region; 

WHEREAS, the Rock Island project would create approximately 1400 quality union 
construction jobs per year for three years, and support major business opportunities for the many 
businesses located in llie City of Chicago; 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Commerce Commission, in November of 2014, determined that 
the Rock Island project was beneficial to the public and issued a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity for the project to proceed; 

WHEREAS, the Appellate Court of Illinois, Third District, recently overtumed the 
approval of the Illinois Commerce Commission, a decision which, i f sustained, 'would kill the 
Rock Island project and deny the citizens of the City of Chicago access to the affordable 
renewable energy and other economic opportunities of the project, while also serving as a 
dangerous anti-competitive precedent for altemative energy development in Illinois; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the members of the Chicago City 
Council, support Rock Island's development; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Committee on Finance be 
called upon to gather infonnation fi-om various Rock Island executives, including its Chief 
Executive Officer, President, and General Counsel, in order to evaluate the potential negative 
impact of the decision on consumers in the City of Chicago and to determine whether the City's 
Law Department should evaluate the Appellate Court's decision and report back to the City 
Council with options for supporting an appeal ofthe decision to the Illinois Supreme Court: 
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