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A CHICAGO CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION Recognizing the Significance
of Black History Month

WHEREAS, It has been the long-established custom of the Chicage City Council, this
august Leglslatlve body, to honor the legacy of those dlstmgmshed individuals and
groups whese life, work and civic endeavor serve to enhance. the quality of life for

Chicagoans; and

Whereas the:month of February:is-officially-‘celebrated :as Black History Month,

which dates back to 1926-when Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a Chicago historian set aside
a-special périod of-timeé in February to recognizé the heritage and. achievement of
Black.Americans;: and:

Whgreas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln ahd Frederick Douglass inspired the
«creation of Negro: History Week, the forerunnerto Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented the culmination of Dr. Carter G. Weodson's
efforts te.enhance:knowledge-of Black history-at the legendary Wabash YMCA; and

Whereas, the first Africans-were:-brought involuntarily to the shores of the
Americas:as slaves; early as the 17th.century; and

Whereastoday; Afiicans in;:Amefica and their:déscendants are now known as
Biack Americans-of Afncan-Amencans and

Whereas, African-Americans suffered :enslavement and-subsequently faced the
injustices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial of basic, fundamental
rights; .and

Whetreas, despite:siavery, African-Americans.in all' walks:of life have made
significant contributions:throughout the history of the United;States;

mcludmg the Black man of Haitian-descént, Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, who first
settledin and founded-the: ‘City ofChicago; and:

Whieteds; teday we honor prominént African.American lllinois legislators such as John
w E Th@mas of Ch_ ,_,_.ago the flrs Afncan Amerlcan lllmms Ieglslator who was elected




i ____e.520th century, and

Whereas; we salute the late-Anna Langford; who was the first Black women elected to
the Chicago City Council in 1971 and'the.current City Council Black Caucus;.and

Whereas, we further réecognize Cecil Partee, the first African-American President of
thig dllinois:Senate; as:well as-the late foriner Nlinois-Senator and- Chicagd's-first Black
Mayor Harold Washmgton and

Whereas, we hereby.celebrate the-contributions of -a few- Affican-American achievers:

(1) Literature: Thes wntmgs of ‘Shonda’ Rhlmes Lorraine Hansberry, Booker T.
Washmgton Phyllis: Wheatley, James: Baldwm, -Toni Mornson,-Ralph Ellison, Zora

Neale Hurston Gwendolyn Brooks Rlchard Vright,. Haku Maduhbutl and.Alex Haley;

(3).Arts:& Athletics: The Resolve of artists like actorAndre Brauher, Dr. Margaret
Burmughs,, Archlbald Motley, and’ Theaster Gates; to:-athletes-such as.Jackie-Robinson,
Michael Jordan, Ernie "Mr. Cub™ Banks, Althea Gibson, Jesse Owens, Wilma Rudolph,
Syreena andVenus:Willianis; and Muhammad:Ali;

{4)Science & Technology: The: Sc:ent:flc advancements of George Washingten Carver,
Charles Dreiv, Dr. Mark Déan, who:invented the personal-desktop.computer for IBM,

and Astronaut.Mag Jemison;

thefr _ tle-against.o such as jdumer Tr . h Fanme Lou
Hammer and Rosa Parks in: addntlon to Chlcago s:own 'Hidden: Figures’ like Ruth
Wells;.a'west: side resident:known-as-the Rosa Parks:of Lawndale; and

(TyWhereas intheface.of injustices, United Statés:citizens of



all races committed themselves:to-the noble ideas upon which the United States was
founded and courageously fought for the rights:and freedom of African-Americans; and

‘Whegreas Pr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X and Medgar Evers, and countless
other unsung 'heroes:and sheroes'lived, worked, fought, marched and died to make
real these:noble ideas of Freedom, Equality & Oppertunity; and

Whereas a memoerial:commemorating the life andiideals:of Dr. Martin Luther King; Jr.;

was: placed on the Natlon_al Mall for ali péoaple to observe Kis
' i freédoin and tiuth: dhd:thé néw National Misseum of

African ‘lﬂ\-merlca | History & Culturein Washmgton D.C. stands as atestamentto-our
historical and engomg___e-gacy of achievement: and

Whereas Barack.-Hussein Obama was:elected and reelected the 44th President of the
United States, making him the first African-American chief executive and
overcoming: one of the last great racial challenges:n politics in this country, and his
‘Presidential iLibrary will be housed on the-city's:south:side in his honor;

S

'New therefore be |t Resolved that — We the Mayor and the members of the Chicago

Be It Further Resolved, That a suitable copy- of this: reselution be prepared and

At 3

included in the official record of ‘the Journal of Proceedings of the Chicago. City
Council in recognition of our gratity .

24" Woed Ewima Mitts, Aldernian-37th Ward
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