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R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

November 15, 2017 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

1 transmit herewith, together with Alderman Dowell, a congratulatory resolution 
regarding Kamau Murray, the founder of XS Tennis. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Mayor 



M resolution 
adopted by Tlie Qii'^ GomcH 

off" Gity of Qhitxigo, Illinois 
Alderman Pat Dowell, and 

resented hy Mnyor Rnhm Emanuel QM November 15. 2017 

^ Q h t B T O U S , The Members of this Chamber are pleased to congratulate Kamau 
Murray, ;;'th% four^der of XS Tennis; for his tireless efforts on behalf of children, especially 
disadvantaged children on the south side of Ghicdgo; and 

WHEREAS, A Chicago native who grew up in thb South Sh'bre neighborhood, Mr. 
Murray .siqnted-playirig tennis .at-the age of ^seven, .and Gontihued--^^ the game 
throughout his years with the After-Schopi Program bT the Chicago Public Schools; and 

WHEREAS, A top player cjt highly regarded Whitney Xpung Magnet High School, 
-.Mr. MurrgV tedrried -a tennis sG;holarship :tb:t̂ ^^^ graduation,, 
he was , hilled by the university d'r 'd Cbdch'ihgyassistdnt^^W a master's 
degree i r f f i n a n c e r - d h d ' '\::X'''''\ ''^'':'''''-. 

, • WHEREAS, After g raduate . SGhpbl/^'j^ in nnqrketing ^with-
pharmaceuticgi giant F'fizer in^Manhattgn beioTe.trqnsferring to Chicago \n 2005:.pr\d 

WHEREAS, To earn extra mohey and stay involved in the,.sport he had grpwri up 
vvith, Mr.' Murray devoted a few evenirigs a Week to tedching tennis to a handful of South 
Side children; and ' ^5-, 

WHEREAS, Realizing tha:t.^pYer one .thousand .'p unused 
every year because of a lack •6f'-taiehted N̂ ^̂  school tennis plqy^^ 
opportunity to provide a way for yndersen/ed,", lovi/-incorhe ybuth: tQ attend college; and 

WHEREAS, In ,2005, Mr. Murray founded ,><;S tennis, a South Side npt-for-profit tennis 
facility that offered tennis training and acddenriic tutoring to the City's underserved 
youth. .He began recruiting children with tbrinis pqtentiql ds g way for them to attqin 
tennis schoiqrships for college. To date, approximately 50 of his students have received 
tennis scholarships; and 



WHEREAS, By 2008, Mr. Murray had a growing number of children eager to learn 
tennis. He convinced his father to provide the capital necessary to buy out the contract 
of the tennis operator at the Bally fitness center at 47th Street and Lake Park Avenue in 
the Kenwood neighborhood, where he expanded the capacity of XS Tennis; and 

WHEREAS, Also in 2008, XS Tennis formed XS Tennis and Education Foundation 
("XSTEF") in order to reach and support a greater number of Chicago's underserved 
urban youth. Through its in-school program,'XSTEF brings tennis into ten CPS elementary 
schools on the South Side in at-risk communities, introducing a pathway that continues 
through the XSTEF after school and summer cdmp progranis. XSTEF now benefits nearly 
3,000 students; and 

WHEREAS, On November 1, 2017, XS Tennis moved into XS Tennis Village, a brand 
new state-of-the-qrt $1'6 million dollar facility at 5336 South State Street. The XS Tennis 
Village boasts 12 indoor courts, 15 outdoor.courts (four of them clqy), and classrooms to 
serve 5,000 students a yedr. The facility covers 13 acres and, is anchored by a 116,000 
square-foot building. XS .Tennis Village includes a.fjtness center'-qhd nh'ultipui'pose •space 
for dqhce qnd other qctivities. The UniveisitY of^Chicqgo pr©vides qcademiG tutoring 
ahd'Tts 'tehhis team practices gt the Td'cilityT the'prdn foKth'e^ attracting 
mqjor nqtiohal junior tournaments; qnd •. > -

WHEREAS, XS Tennis is justifjdbly pfpyd ^tb hqye .sent, m students to 
• Division 1 schools with tennis scholarships than any other t.ennis bi'ganizdtioh .in the Nation; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Murrqy.hqs coached s.eyerql nqtiphally .renowned tennis players,;; 
including SipPhe-'Stephe^ ' Vv '• •- '\_ 

• '^;i;WH^/?£AS;;^SIoane.:step wpn ;the.,4J. S. G)pen în "20 :̂7 .dt:the -age of 24, :§he 
begdh • plqyin'g tehriis df the -qge of nine'dn;d has -partici'p^ every Grand Sldni 
itoyrnament since 200.8. Her path to the U. S. Open title was q. diffieylt one. She had ,to 
withdraw froni tennis vfournaments' in August of 2016 becquse' of a right-foot stress 

. frdctyre. Follow^ Januar /o f 2017, she was unqble to walk ^̂^̂^̂  a month. . 
Goqch Murray was there to,provide moral support.fpr her duringJhis,difficult time. Nine, 

. mbin.ths later she wdi' ih'e wdmeh's LJ./SVPpeh"wiiiner. SloCine':Ste)2,Re.n^ 
Vdnkpd; player'(83rd^ eyei' to win the U. S?;,OjDen,',defeating sey¥n I?ii_gh1y-rbgqrded p 
'.inGlyding ,pne o f the'sppft';f legPhds, Venus Williams. 'MrvMurrqy. coqching Ms.,, 
Ste'phens in 20T5; now, the'fefore ' • V.'^ ..-'J-,/'••''![ '.' 

BE /T RESOLVED, That we, the Mqyor and Members of the Gity Gpuncil of the Gity of 
Ghicdgo, assembled, this fifteenth day of NQvernber, 2017, do hereby congratulate 
Kamau Murray for establishing XS Tennis and bringing so much hope to disadvantaged 
children; and 

8E /T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitdble copy of this resolution be presented to 
Kqmau Murray as a token of our esteem and good wishes for his continued success in 
improving the lives and prospects of thousands of Chicago's teenagers. 



/ 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 


