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Resolution

Congratulations extended to Kamau Murray on
establishment of XS Tennis
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

November 15, 2017

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith, together with Alderman Dowell, a congratulatory resolution
regarding Kamau Murray, the founder of XS Tennis.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

T vl

Mayor



resolution

aped y The ity Council
e City of @hrcago I [inots

_ Alderman Pat DoweII cnd '
?p'res'ented by m Emanvel_ ' ___ on .- November 15,2017

Wh&feas The Members of this ‘Ghdmber are pledsed to congratulate Kamau
Murray, ‘the- founder of XS Tennis, for his fireless efforts on behalf of chrldren especrolly
d|$ddv0nfoged children on the soufh srde of Cthdgo ond '

WHEREAS A Chrcogo nofrve who grew up in fhe Soufh Shore nelghborhood Mr
- Murray. sfdrfed playing tennis at the age. of. seven .and. confrnued-pldylng the game
fhroughouf his yedrs wrfh fhe Affer—School Progrdm of fhe Chrcogo Pubhc Schools; dnd

l(

WHEkEAS A fOp pldyer OT hrghly regdrded Whrfney___;Young Mdgnef ngh School

Murroy --,-worked rn mdrkefrng wrfh o

Srde chrldren dnd

et .
.f;-, B

WHEREAS Reollzrng fhdf OVer one fhousond college fennrs scholdrshrps go Unused" :
every yedr becouse of a lack of° folenfed hlgh school tennis: plcryers Mr. Murroy saw an
opporfunrfy fo provrde a woy for underserved Iow-rncome youfh fo dffend college dnd '

WHEREAS In 2005, Mr Murroy founded XS Tennrs a Soufh Slde not- for—pr@frf tennis .-
facility that offered tennis frdlnlng and ocodemrc fuforlng fo fhe Crfy s underserved”
youfh He begdn récruiting: children with “ténnis’ ‘potential & g woy for them to attain
tennis scholdrships for college. To date, dpproxrmdfely 50 of his sfudenfs have received
tennis scholarships; ahd -




WHEREAS, By 2008, Mr. Murray had a growing number of children eager fo learn
tennis. He convinced his father to provide the capital necessary to buy out the contract
of the tennis operator at the Bally fithess center at 47th Street and Lake Park Avenue in
the Kenwood neighborhood, where he expanded the capacity of XS Tennis; and-

WHEREAS, Also in 2008, XS Tennis formed XS Tehnis and Education Foundation
("XSTEF") in order to reach and support a greater number of Chicago’s underserved
urban youth. Through its in-school program, XSTEF brings tennis info ten CPS elementary
‘schools on the South Side in at-risk communities, rn’rroducmg a pathway that continues
through the XSTEF after school and summer comp progroms XSTEF now benefits nearly
3,000 s’ruden’rs and . S

WHEREAS, On November 1, 2017, X§ Tennis moved into XS. Tennis Village, a brand
new state-of-the-art $16 million dollar foculn‘y at 5336 South State Street. The XS Tennis
Vllloge boasts 12 indoor courts, 15 ou’rdoor coun‘s (four of Them cloy) and classrooms to -
serve 5 000 students a year. The faciiity covers 13- -acres ond is anchored by a 116, 000
'squore foot building. X$ Tennis Village mcludes a fn‘ness cen’rer and multipurpose space
for donce and oTher oc’rlvmes The Unnversfry of Chlcogo prowdes academic tutoring
_‘"ond n‘s ‘rennls feom _practices gt ’rhe focrln‘y The plon for The focrll’ry mcludes o’r’rroc’nng

'_mojor no’nonol junror ’rournomen’rs and . .- :

WHEREAS 3 Tenms Is JUSJ“f'ObW prOud To ‘have semL more mlnorl’ry sTuden’rs o
--'-T'D|v15|on 1 schools wn‘h ’rennls scholorshlps ’rhon ony o’rher fennls orgonrzo’non in The Ncmon .
e WHEREAS Mr Murroy hos cooched severol_ noho_nolly renowned Tennrs ployers

o NVHERE!/ ""fSIoon _;STephens wWon - ’rhe . S @pen in 20]7 o’r 'fhe oge of 24 She

'__.begon ploylng Tennls af the. oge of nlne ond hos-_}__porflmpo’red in every Grond Slom-.
-;’rournomen’r since 2008 Het po’rh ’ro the U. S, Open fitle was a. dlfflcul’r one. She had- ’ro _
"W|'rhdrow from Tennls Toumomen’rs in Augusf ‘of 2016 becouse of a rlghT—foo’r s’rress__'_"

,.__froc’rure Followmg surgery in January of 2017 she was. unoble ’ro wolk for a month... -
Codch Murray was, ’rhere to: prowde morol supporf for her dunng ’rhls dlfflCUH time. Nrne o

(G n'fhs_ later she was’ ’rhe women s U, .--S‘ ‘Open winher. Sloon" Sphéns.was the lowest
Ta ked ployer (83rd) ever To wm the U. S Open,..defeohng seven hig y-regorded ployers -
_ udlng oné of ’rhe spor’r s Iegends Venus Wllhoms Mr MUr y_ﬁrsf begon coochlng Ms T
S’r_‘phens in 2015 how, ’rherefore ' S T e -

o BE IT RESOLVED That we, the. Moyor and Members of ’rhe C|Ty Councn of the CITy of :
Chicago, ossembled this flf’reen’rh day of ‘November, 2017 do hereby congratulate
Kamau Murray for es’robhshrng XS Tennis and brrnglng so much hope to drsodvon’roged :
chrldren and '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitdble copy of this res_olu.ﬁon be presented to
Kamau Murray as a token of our esteem and good wishes for his continued success in
improving the lives and prospects of thousands of Chicago's teenagers.
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