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O R D I N A N C E 

WHEREAS, the City ofChicago is a home rule unit of govemment pursuant to the 1970 Illinois 
Constitution, Article VII, Section 6(a); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to its home rule power, the City of Chicago may exercise any power and 
perform any function relating to its govemment and affairs including the power to regulate for 
the protection of the public health, safety, morals, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago is dedicated to the protection of public safety and welfare of 
all Chicagoans; and 

WHEREAS, body armor is a type of protective clothing made of woven or lamented fibers such 
as Kevlar that can be used to reduce or stop the penetration of most handgun and small arms 
ammunition; and 

WHEREAS, soft body armor, such as bulletproof vests, are commonly worn by police officers, 
security guards, and private citizens who are the most at risk of being shot, such as national 
leaders; and 

WHEREAS, since the mass production of bulletproof vests in the 1970s, any upstanding citizen 
wishing to acquire and wear body armor for personal protection has enjoyed a legal right to do 
so; and 

WHEREAS, the United States federal govemment only prohibits the purchase, ownership and 
possession of body armor by felons convicted of violent crimes; and 

WHEREAS, despite the relative ease of acquiring body armor by the general public, the United 
States continues to face an unprecedented crisis of gun violence; and 

WHEREAS, there are more mass shootings and more guns in the United States than any other 
nation, and nearly half of the world's mass shootings occur in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, of the 30 deadliest shootings in modem American history, 18 have occurred in the 
last decade; and 

WHEREAS, the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting and the Aurora, Colorado movie 
theater massacre, which are two of the deadliest mass shootings in U.S. history, were carried out 
by gunmen who were wearing body armor; and 



WHEREAS, although there are current federal and state prohibitions on the purchase and 
possession of body armor by convicted felons, the ease with which a seemingly ordinary person 
may purchase body armor has resulted in deadly consequences; and 

WHEREAS, in Illinois, any adult can purchase body armor either online or in person unless that 
adult has been convicted of a felony; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, Illinois does not require any form of identification or background 
check for the purchase of body armor in a store, at a gun show, on a website, over the phone, or 
through a catalog; and 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility ofthe consumer to ascertain whether or not they are legally 
able to purchase body armor, with no such responsibility extending to retailers; and 

WHEREAS, retailers of body armor are not liable for how consumers choose to use such body 
armor after it is sold, making it the responsibility of the felon to refrain from purchasing it; and 

WHEREAS, on Febmary 13, 2018, Chicago Police Department Commander Paul Bauer was 
tragically murdered in broad daylight by a four-time felon wearing a bulletproof vest; and 

WHEREAS, the use of body armor by a would-be offender in a potential shooting inherently 
increases the probability of such individuals carrying out their violent premeditations; and 

WHEREAS, without the necessary restrictions in place to deter potential criminals from 
purchasing and possessing body armor, Chicagoans face an insurmountable threat i f felons and 
other potential offenders continue to acquire such protection; and 

WHEREAS, prohibiting the sale and possession of body armor throughout the City to all 
persons, with the exception of peace officers, security officers, and members of the United States 
armed forces, will help prevent both felons and potential offenders from acquiring and using 
such protection and ensure the safety of all Chicagoans; now, therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO: 

SECTION 1. The above recitals are expressly incorporated herein and made part hereof as 
though fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 8-4 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by adding a 
new section 8-4-148 as follows: 



8-4-148 Sale or possession of body armor. 

(a) As used in this section: 

( I )" Body Armor" means any one of the following: 

(i) A military style flak or tactical assault vest which is made of Kevlar or any other 
similar material or metal, fiberglass, plastic, or nylon plates and designed to be wom over one's 
clothing for the intended purpose of stopping not only missile fragmentation from mines, 
grenades, mortar shells and artillery fire but also fire from rifles, machine guns, and small arms. 

(ii) Soft body armor which is made of Kevlar or any other similar material or metal or 
any other type of insert and which is lightweight and pliable and which can be easily concealed 
under a shirt. 

(iii) A military style recon/surveillance vest which is made of Kevlar or any other similar 
material and which is lightweight and designed to be wom over one's clothing. 

(iv) Protecfive casual clothing which is made of Kevlar or any other similar material and 
which was originally intended to be used by undercover law enforcement officers or dignitaries 
and is designed to look like jackets, coats, raincoats, quilted or three piece suit vests. 

(b) No person shall sell, offer for sale, keep, possess, purchase, loan or give to any person any 
body armor. 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any members of the armed forces of the 
United States, or peace officer, or security officer, to the extent that any such person is otherwise 
authorized to acquire or possess body armor, and is acfing within the scope of his dufies. 

(d) Any person who violates this secfion shall be subject to a fine of not less than $500.00 and 
not more than $1,000.00. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take full force and effect ten days after its passage and 
publication. 

Edward M. Burke 
Alderman, H " ' Ward 


