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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

June 27,2018

TO :FHE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Burke, Austin and Sawyer, a resolution
concerning the life and memory of George Leighton.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.
Very truly yours,

Ol

Mayor

ju)f



aapred ty The City Council

resolution

st City of Chicago, lllinots

Aldermen Edward M. Burke, Carrie M. Austin, Roderick T. Sawyer and

prgsgnted by Mayor Rohm Emdnuel on June 27, 2018

. The Members of ’fhls Chomber were Jeeply saddened to leagrn of the
deorh on June’ 6 2018, at oge 105 of Judge George N Leighton. Judge Le:ghfon served
the people of Chicago with dedrcohon ond drs’rrnc’non for more than six decodes a-
remarkable tenure, and © -’ AR

'ds%.born on: @c’rober 22, 1912 as George Lel’roo in

EAN

ed erh hl’s‘pdren’rs immigranits from the Cope'

WHEREAS Judge Lerghfonr
Mossochuseﬁs Growrng up he,w

._Verde, Islonds-- _rn the cronberry bogs Judge 'Lelghfon mer hIS wrfe Vrrgrnlo ond ‘rhe. ‘
- q e b ' q . . ....' Fll

""- W e o} .é" -v':""." Lo tE . I : 3 SO
fe"gﬁge Ler;ghté,‘r_a erved brave durlng World Wor I rn the segregcn‘ed_ :

;93’d lnfom‘ry DlVlSlon rising tor fhe rdnk of Cop’rorn ond eornlng the Asrdhc Pocmc Serwce

Medol Bronze S’ror ond

- WHEREAS Af’rer groduohng from low school George Lerghfon moved to Chlcogo
ond begon o ste!l@r coreer servrng |n prrvo’re low prdchce where, he become a Ieodlng
crvrl ngh’rs Iowyer represen’rlng fomllres dnd mdrwduols ﬁghhng for fdlr housrng and
rn’regrofed schools and

WHEREAS Géorge Le‘igh'ron"oﬁéri took on cases pro bono, including traveling to
the south to help protect voting rights in Alabama, ensure jury representation in
Mississippi, and ossrs’r with other civil rrgh\‘s matters; ond

WHEREAS, In 1960, Judge Leighton begon his work with the judiciary, first serving as
Master in Chancery for the Circuit Court 6f Cook County for four years, and then as a
judge for five years with the Circuit Court of Cook County. In 1969, he became the first
African American to hold the position of district appellate judge in lllinois, when he was
appointed to serve on the First District Appellate Court; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be presented to the
family of Judge George N. Leighton as a token of our sympathy and esteem.

MAYOR
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CITY CLERK




