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Tribute to late Honorable George N. Leighton 



R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

OFFICE OF THE M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

June 27, 2018 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Burke, Austin and Sawyer, a resolution 
conceming the life and memory of George Leighton. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Mayor 



resolution 
adopud by Tlie Qity Gomcil 

ofthe Qity of Gkifxigo, Illinois 

V 
Aldermen Edward M. Burke, Carrie AA. Austin, Roderick T. Sawyer and 

resented hy Mayor Rahm Emanuel QJJ June 27, 2018 

^^^QYQdS' Members ofthls Chamber 4^ere deeply -saddened to learn pf the 
de".dth'-oh June'6i''26l 8, dt age ^i05,-{i^f•Juc^"t|e GeoVge N. Leighton. Judgfe Leighton sen/ed 
the people of Chicago With dedication and distinction for more than six decades, a 
remarkable-tenure; and • ''•','•••'." 

WHEREÂ ^ 19.12 as'Geprge Leitaoi-in 
Massachusetts. 'Growing up) •he .̂wbFke .̂.w^ .hj.s'pgrenfs^ -imnriigrants from fhe Cdpe 
Verde Isldndsv-in "the/cranberryvb'bis.r'juy^ wife; Virginia,,and' the. 
'happy;couple>was married. f^Finearly SOvyears until yirgini.avs-,passing,.in 19?2;- and .:. ...,-.:.:, 

lA/L/CDC'A'C ' A . V 7 " ^r^Q' / r \ r /Hi ' . . l . / : i i<-^h+/->n ' l /a f f cAIr^^ \A/rsrL' . iTin / - i n ^T^i l .Tnn^c^r. F r o m -

After .graduating,from. HowardiiQi"li?.#(D;.he .enrolled':at Harvard' Law.,Seh,ool>; .pausing .:|?is . 
^ alegal. studies bPiefly-,t.Qiserve in t̂he.Se.G©n;d>VVorld'War,. before igradyating m .l-?^,6;.and ^, 
.>v̂c.- >fi-'%p% î'W'̂ '̂ ''̂ ''H'-:f''.'t̂ ^ '̂s*̂ '̂̂ ^ '̂̂  •"••Fv̂ '̂"-; --"̂  - ̂ /.̂ ii.•••<;•<.:• 

• WfiEREAS) Gepi-ge Le^^htobĵ erS/ied bravel.^ during World War ll'in the jfegregated 
93'^ lnfanttii/-.liiyisipri?^^^^ tp-;tKe rqnk,:pf •Captdin^qnd earning the Asiatic Pacific Servi£:e •• 
Medbl, Bronze Star; and ' . " 

WHEREAS, After||radu.gilr||;frj'fft law schppi, Gporge Leighton moved to Chicago 
0ri,d;"6egan k'steilqr ^p'reer,,se^^ became a'leading 
eiyil .'rights'.Iqwyer/rfep^ individuals fighting for fair, housing dnd 
integrated schools; qri.d ^ " ' . . 

WHEREAS, George Leighton' often took on coses pro bono, including traveling to 
the south to help protect voting rights in Alabama, ensure jury representation in 
Mississippi, and assist with other civil rights matters; and 

VVHEREAS, In 1960, Judge Leighton began his work with the judiciary, first sen/ing as 
Master in Chancery for the Circuit Court of Cook County for four years, and then as a 
judge for five years with the Circuit Court of Cook County. In 1969, he became the first 
African American to hold the position of district appellate judge in Illinois, when he was 
appointed to serve on the First District Appellate Court; and 



BE rf FURTHER RESOLVED. That suitable copies of this resolution be presented to the 
family of Judge George N. Leighton as a token of our sympathy and esteem. 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 
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