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Resolution

Congratulations extended to Dr. Timuel D. Black on 100th
birthday



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR

December 12, 2018

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Austin, Beale, Brookins, Burnett, Cochran,

Curtis, Dowell, Ervin, Foulkes, Hairston, Harris, King, Mitchell, Mitts, Moore, Sawyer, Scott
and Taliaferro, a congratulatory resolution regarding Dr. Timuel D. Black.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Mayor
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H resolution

aped ty The ity Council
o e ity of @lfucago llinots

Aldermen Sophia King, Leslle A. Hairston, Pat Dowell, Carrie Austin, Emma Mitts, ‘Michelle A. Harris, Toni L.
Foulkes, Christopher Taliaferro, Anthony Beale, Michael Scoft, Jr., Roderick T. deyer David Moore, Greg
lew Derrick G. Curfis, Willie B. Cochran, Howard B. Brookms Jr., Walter Bumeff Jr., Jason C. Ervin and

resented by Mayor Rahm Emanvuel on December 12, 2018

Whgfgas The Members of .this Chomber exfend our congrofulofrons and best
wishes ‘to Dr. Timuel D. Black, an esfeemed ‘and revered educofor political activist,
communrfy leader, oral hrs’rorron author and phrlosopher on fhe ocoomon of his 100"
brrfhdoy ond : - :

WHEREAS Dr. Black was born to shorecroppers in Blrmrnghom Alobomo on _.
_ December 7, 1918. In 1919. his fomrly relocofed to Chlcogo as porf of fhe frrsf Greof :
Mlgrofron ond ulfrmo’rely setfled in the Bronzevrlle nelghborhood ond :

WHEREAS Dr.- Block offended The oII block DuSobIe where"hls.- '

| ‘._olor,_ssmof no_luded Nof Krng Cole John’Johnson:Gnd,_Hor

|g.h_ School

WHEREAS Durlng fhe Greof DepresS|on whrle workrng os a dehvery boy |n a Iocol__- '
grocery sfore he orgonrzed d comporgn known os “Don't Spend,Your Money _Wh_ere

- You Coanork " The campaign ultimately | led to'Dr, Block formiing the local ¢ erof. .
- the Reforl Clerks Union -dnd gornlng exposure fo fhe Irfe of [e communrfy oc’ﬂvrsf'ond_'
orgonlzer ond : T R T

WHEREAS ‘After ‘organizing several cduses, including the -Congress .on ‘Racial
Equolrfy which worked to desegregofe Chrcogo deporfmenf stores and pubhc )
occommodofrons he was drafted into the U. S. Army, where ‘he served in. the .308th
Quorfermosfer Railhéad Compony He saw ocflon in two of fhe most. prvofol boffles of
World War |l fhe D-Day invasion of Normondy and fhe Battle of the Bulge and -

WHEREAS For his service and valor, Dr Black was oworded four Battie Stars and a
Croix de Guerre, the highest military honor accorded by France to non- ~citizens; and

WHEREAS, Affer the war, Dr. Black obtained degrees from Roosevelt University and
the University of Chicago, studying sociology and history. Applying his studies, he
became an educator, teaching history and social studies at several of Chicago's public
high schools, including DuSable and Hyde Park; and




WHEREAS, Dr. Black was first exposed to the teachings and philosophies of Dr.
Martin Luther King while working toward his doctorate from the University of Chicago. He
saw Dr. King speaking on television in December of 1955, and was so inspired that he
abandoned his studies and boarded an dairplane to Montgomery, Alabama, to meet Dr.
King in person; and

. WHEREAS, Dr. Black's support for Dr. King was ardent and unwavering, and he was
entrusted by Dr. King to organize the Chicago confingent for the 1963 March on
Washington; where he wi’rnessed Dr. King’s historic “I Hove_ a Dream” speech:_ond '

WHEREAS Dr. Black was committed to instilling Dr. King's legacy and lessons into
the future leaders of America ’rhrough his work as an educator. As part of this mission, he ~
fought for the desegrego’non of Chlcogo Public Schools, and served as an odmlnls’rrofor
in the City Colleges of Chlcogo system; and :

WHEREAS, Dr. Block s mission of ‘activism and political engoge'men’r lgncluded'- .

running for several polmcol offices, lncludlng the Chicago City Council and the 22nd_

‘District of the lllinois House of Representatives. Employing his extensive experience’in’ -

community organizing, in 1983 Dr. Black led a voter regls’rro’non campaign ’rho’__f was
instrumental in elechng his former schoolmo’re Harold Woshmg’ron Jr as the first
Afncon Amerlcon moyor of Chlcogo ond _ : : : -

WHEREAS Even today, Dr. Block con’nnues fo be heovny mvolved in communl’ry
_ochwsm and polmcol causes, has become close fnends with former PreSIdemL Borock_
- Obama, and was nnvolved in the: successful compcugn to bnng the Obama PreSIdenhol '
- Cen’rer ’ro Chlcogo S Sou’rh Slde and - _ '

_ WHEREAS Dr. Block hos received - mony recognmons owords ond honors
lncludlng the Ben’ron Medal for D|shngwshed Public Service, for WhICh one nominator
wrote that he was “"one of the most influential civil rights Ieoders in Chicago Hls’rory "in

addition to the heralded Benton Medal, he has also received a Distinguished Alumnus_ .

N Award from' the University of Chlcogo and a DocToro’re of Humone Leﬁers from
Rooseveh‘ Unlversny ond ' . S

WHEREAS Dr. Black: hos Touched ’rhe Ilves of ’rhousonds of re5|denTs of the City of -
Chicago ’rhrough his lnsplred activism, vision, advocacy, ond dedlco’non now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Moyor and Members of the Cl’ry Council of ’rhe City
of Chlcogo assembled this twelfth day of December, 2018, do hereby honor and
congratulate Dr. Timuel D. Black on the occasion of his 100t birthday; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Dr.
Black as a token of our esteem and good wishes.
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