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O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF C H I C A G O 

R A H M E M A N U E L 
MAYOR 

December 12, 2018 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith, together wilh Aldermen Austin, Beale, Brookins, Burnett, Cochran, 
Curtis, Dowell, Ervin, Foulkes, Hairston, Harris, King, Mitchell, Mitts, Moore, Sawyer, Scott 
and Taliaferro, a congratulatory resolution regarding Dr. Timuel D. Black. 

Your favorable consideration ofthis resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

Mayor 



<«^ted by Tlie Gity Gouncil 
of tke Gity of Gkicago, Illinois 

Aldermen Sophia King, Leslie A. Hairston, Pat Dowell, Carrie Austin, Emma Mitts, Michelle A. Harris, Toni L. 
Foulkes, Christopher Taliaferro, Anthony Beale, Michael Scott, Jr., Roderick T. Sawyer, David Moore, Greg 
M l t ^ ^ perrick G. Curtis, Willie B. Cochran, Howard B. Brookins Jr., Walter Burnett Jr., Jason C. Ervin and 

December 12, 2018 
ItohsIL perrick G. Curtis, Willie B. Cochran, Howard B. Brookins Jr., Walter Burne 

jfjresented hy Mayor Rahm Emanuel \ 

^ Q l i B V & l S ' Members of ..this Chomber extend our .congrotulqtions -arid, best 
wishes t̂o Dr. Timuel D. Black, an esteemed "and revered educator, political activist, 
community leader, orql historian, author and philosopher, on the occasion of his IQO'̂  
birthday; ,and 

V/HEREAS, Dr. Black was .born to shqfecroppers in ..Bjrmin'ghqm, A lqbqmq 'on 
December 7, 1918. In 1919, his fqhnily relocqted to Ghieogo q.s pqrt of the first ,Great 
Migration, qnd ultimqfely settled in the Bronzeville neighborhood; qnd 

WHEREAS, Dr. Blqck. qttended the ql|:blqck DtjSqble ^fljgh School, where :hi^ 
clqssmqtes; included Nqt King 'Cqle, John ddhnsqh-.and -H 
stud^rii'viie^'dg nevyspqpers for j:he Cl?iicdgq : D e f ^ his ;t;qm;/ 

"qnd' v.-'.-;-.;, / .-.^ '., "••.'.'̂  'ii :̂ --''-,-*''•;;•-, ,' •••';V. •• 

. WHEREAS, During the Greqt Depressiori", while vyorking qsd delivery bqy inra lacqi 
grocery store, he orgqnized q cqmpqign knowiii^qs "Don't Sporid Your Mq,rney,,W 
.You Cqn'.t, Work.'' The cqmpqign ujtim.qtely.je'd to Dr. Block fqrnning chapter of .. 
the l^etqil..Clerks Union •dnd gaining exposure tq .the life'of q dqmmiJhity^c.tjvist qn^ 
ofganifer; and. . '[•.'• •';;:. • ' ; , / . ' :• ' ' ' •••.;. 

WHEREAS, After organizing several causes, including the Congresson 'Racial 
Equality, vvhich worked to desegregate Chicago departrnent stores and public 
accomhn.qdations, he was drafted into the U.S. Army, where .;he seryed ..iri the ,308th 
Quarterniqster Railhead CorTipany..He saw actiqn in two of the most,pivotal, battles of 
World War II: the D-Day invasion of Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge; ancI 

WHEREAS, For his service and valor. Dr. Black wqs qwqrded four Bottle Stars and a 
Croix de Guerre, the highest military honor accorded by France to non-citizens; and 

WHEREAS, After the war. Dr. Black obtained degrees from Roosevelt University and 
the University of Chicago, studying sociology and history. Applying his studies, he 
became qn educqtor, teqching history qnd sociol studies qf severql of Chicqgo's public 
high schools, including DuSoble qnd Hyde Pqrk; qnd 



WHEREAS, Dr. BIqck was first exposed to the teachings and philosophies of Dr. 
Martin Luther King while working toward his doctorqte from the University of Chicago. He 
sow Dr. King speaking on television in December of 1955, and was so inspired that he 
abandoned his studies and boarded an airplane to Montgomery, Alabama, to meet Dr. 
King in person; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. BIqck's support for Dr. King wos qrdent qnd unwqvering, qnd he was 
entrusted by Dr. King to organize the Chicago contingent for the 1963 March on 
Woshington, where he witnessed Dr. King's historic "I Have a Dream" speech; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Black was committed to instilling Dr. King's legacy and lessons into 
the future leaders of America through his work as an educator. As pqrt of this mission, he 
fought for the desegregotion of Chicogo Public Schools, qnd served qs qn qdministrqtor 
in the City Colleges of Chicogo system; qnd 

WHEREAS, Dr. BIqck's mission of octivism qnd politicql ehgqgement included 
running for severql politicql offices, including the Chicogo City Council and the 22nd 
District of the Illinois House of Representatives. Employing his extensive experience in 
community organizing, in 1983 Dr. Black led a voter registration campaign that was 
instrumental in electing his former schoolmate, Harold Washington, Jr., as the first 
African-American mayor of Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, Even today. Dr. Black .continues to be heavily involved in conimunity 
activism and political causes, has become close friends with formei- President Bqrqck 
Obomq, and was involved in the successful canhpaign to bring the Obama Presidential 
Center to Chicago's South Side; and . 

* • •• 
yVHEREAS, Dr. Black has received nnany recognitions, awards,: and honors, 

including the Benton Medal for Distinguished Public Service, for which one nominator 
wrote that he was "one o f the most influentialcivir rights leaders in Chicago History." In 
addition tq the heralded Benton Medal, he has also received a Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from the University of Chicago and a Doctorate of Humqne Letters from 
Roosevelt University; qnd ' 

WHEREAS, Dr. BIqck hqs touched the, lives of thousonds of residents of the City of 
Chicogo through his inspired octivism, vision, qdvococy, qnd dedicqtion; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, Thqt we, the Mqyor qnd Members of the City Council of the City 
of Chicogo, qssembled this twelfth dqy of December, 2018, do hereby honor qnd 
ccngrqtulqte Dr. Timuel D. BIqck on the occosion' of his 100*''' birthdqy; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. 
Black as a token of our esteem and good wishes. 

MAYOR 

CITY CLERK 


