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TO THE MI\YOR, CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
SAFETY, C¡TY COUNCIL, CITY CLERK, CITY TREASURER,
AND RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF CHICI\GO:

The Public Safety Section (PS) of the City of Chicago Office of lnspector Ceneral (OlC)

conducts, on an ongolng basis, reviews of individual closed disciplinary investigations
conducted by the Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) and the Chicago
Police Department's (CPD) Bureau of lnternal Affairs (BlA). ln the process of reviewing
BIA investigations, OIC identified five recommendations to inform and improve future
investigations.

BACKGROUND
BIA is charged with investigating, documenting, and reviewing allegations of
misconduct by CpD members. lt investigates allegations including, but not limited to,
criminal misconduct, operational violations, theft of money or property, planting of
drugs, substance abuse, residency violations, and medical role abuse.r

Among the rules and standards governing the conduct of BIA's investigations are

those found in CPD's Ceneral and Special Orders, and CPD members'collective
bargaining agreements. At present, BIA uses the Citizen and Law Enforcement
Analysis and Reporting (CLEAR) system to manage its investigations and
accompanying records. CPD is currently in the process of building a new case

ma nagement system (CMS).

OIC's recommendations, as shared with CPD on November27,2OlB3 are as follows:

l. CPD members assigned to invest¡gate complaints should ensure that,
whenever appropriate, case files include an lnitiation Report. lf there is no
lnitiation Report, investigators should consider explaining the orìgin of a
complaint in their summary report or surnmary report digest. The consistent

ì See https://home.chicagopolice.orq/insÍde-the-cpd/reports/. The BIA section of "lnside the CpD" also lists

illegal search among tl're categories of allegations which BIA investigales. Since its formatiorì, those
allegations have in fact been investigated by COPA.
2 See Appendix A for OIC's initial letter to CPD.
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APPENDIX A: PS LETTER TO CPD 
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