
City of Cliicago 

Office of the City Clerk 

Document Tracking Sheet 

02019-1412 

Meeting Date: 

Sponsor(s): 

Type: 

Title: 

Committee(s) Assignment: 

3/13/2019 

O'Connor (40) 

Ordinance 

Honorary street designation as "Sam Franco Way" 

Committee on Transportation and Public Way 



City Council Meeting 
March 13, 2019 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO; 

SECTION 1. Pursuant to an ordinance heretofore passed by the City 

Council which allows erection of honorary street-name signs, the Commissioner of 

Transportation shall take the necessary action for standardization of the 5100 block 

of North Claremont Avenue as "Sam Franco Way." 

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and 

publication. 

PATRICK J. O'CONNOR 
Alderman, 40th Ward 



Date: ~> 

Office of Budget and Management 
121 N. LaSalle, Room 604 
Chicago, IL 60602 

To Whom It May Concern: 

i^i^of^ . Alderman of the Ward, hereby authorize the 
Office of Budget Management to withdraw the funds associated with the cost of 
installation for this honorary street designation for S /^H P/^/^MCO 
from my: 5105 -5^00 H • CLf^^e (y^o^T 

• Ward's annual menu program budget 

Ward's aldermanic expanse allowance 

upon passage of this designation ordinance, pursuant to Section 2-8-040 of the Chicago 
Municipal Code. 

Sincerely, 

Alderman 

6/1/2017 



November 29, 2018 

40'^ Ward - Alderman O'Connor 

5850 N. Lincoln Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60659 

RE: Honorary Street Name Designation - Sam Franco 

Dear Alderman O'Connor, 

This letter is to propose a Designation for Sann Franco, for the block of 5105 - 5200 N. Claremont, 60625. 

I would like to introduce you to a musician, an artist and a true Chicagoan, Sam Franco. Sam w âs born in Chicago in 

1924. For 63 of those years Sam lived at 5105 N Claremont. 

As a young man he studied from the master musician who immigrated to Chicago from Italy. During his service in WWII 

at the age of age of nineteen, Sam was the lead musician and band leader for his Army Air Corp Division. Upon his 

return from service, Sam began teaching and continued to the end of his life this year in 2018. 

His knowledge of music is unsurpassed having dedicated his life to both the technical study of music as well as music 

theory. His influence is far reaching as many of his students have gone on to music careers themselves. 

Sam has been featured on NPR's This American Life in The Chicago Reader, and Fra Noi, a Chicagoland Italian Magazine. 

In 2013 Sam was inducted into the Senior lllinoisans Hall of Fame for his contributions to the Arts. 

In addition to his musical teaching knowledge, Sam worked with the Old Town School of Folk Music for many years 

assisting with accordion repairs, which is almost a lost skill, and other musical contributions. 

While following his musical dream, Sam also worked for many years at Kemper Insurance while raising a family of 4 

children, all who grew up at the family home at 5105 N Claremont and attended Chappell Elementary and Amundsen 

High School. Sam also attended Amundsen many years ago when it offered adult college classes. 

His legacy is carried on as students from years past have sent their children to learn as they did. For this proposal to be 

approved would be a true honor for our family as we continue to call Claremont our home. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and please feel free to visit Sam's website at www.accordionchicago.com 

Sincerely, 

Barbara A. Franco & Family 



11/30/2018 www.kolbusmayfh.com/obituaries/print?o_id=5338875 

Kolbus-John V. May 

Sam Franco 
( October 19, 1924 - October 05, 2018 ) 

Sam Franco age 93 bom on October 19, 
1924 passed away on October 5, 
2018 at his home Chicago, 
Illinois. Sam, beloved husband of the 
late Rose, loving father of Dave (Mary) 
Franco, Barbara Franco (John Roberts) 
and Angela Franco (Michael 
McCafferty); cherished grandfather of 
Anthony and Dawn. Sam served in WWII in the Araiy Air Corp Division 
for 4 years. In 1955, after the war, Sam went to Italy and met his beautiful 
wife Rose of 60 years. 

Sam was a prominent accordion player and musician for over 80 years. In 
2013, Sam was honored by being inducted into the Senior Illinoisians 
Hall of Faine in the Arts Category. He was also featured on National 
Public Radio's This American Life, in The Chicago Reader and the Italian 
magazine Fra Noi for his many musical accomplishments. His legacy is 
carried on as students from years past will continue to play and carry on 
his knowledge of music. In lieu of flowers, contributions to The National 
Kidney Foundation, www.nkfl.org 

Visitation Friday 4:00 - 9:00 p.m. at Kolbus-John V. May Funeral Home, 
6857 W. Higgins Ave. Chicago. Funeral Services and Entombment 
Private. For information, call 773-774-3232 or 
www.kolbusmayfh@gmail.com 
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A&E Accordion ace 
As Ihc Hi-yvat-itM mviii jr o l the Italian 

Acounliun Sluilin nn (.:hicil£0's Nui th Side, 
Sam Fianro tuts w m the kincliiiK of l laki 
l)all)u, ChicBRo'!; Cenniry o( Hrognwi;, ihc 
CtcM I}C|)ri!s<iinn and Wnil i l \V;ir IL ITirough 
70 years <>f both playliiK find iracl i ing, this 
'r:iylurii in.vi niiii\-c hJ».'ilsn$i<«ri ihc popular-
liy ur his instrumiini riM; .it i i l bill wi ih Ihc 
chaiitt lnctiinvs. 

' I f yoii MralkLxl clmvn ' I tnlnr .Stur^i uhut i I 
WHS grinning uft, mmt nf the tMn w » M vithcr | 
he ntiinidc playifi); slrrct (i:inip.s ur i i isMe 
pmcilci im I'lc i iccnrdinn.' sny!i i'V.iiico. whd 
WAS horn ni l titiribiildi .Simii. "In ihr oti l days 
niiisic^ i n c m l shvvl music plAjml nn ihc 

plann. Hul inusi <i( the pcopln in ni)' nd)(l i-
hnrhnod cither cuiildn'lalTiind.'i pinna ot did-
ii'i hnvn niriin for one, so cvi'r^'hnity pliiyixl 
the .iccnnlfun.* 

^bliiiK pcopiv liliL' I'rancD grew itp ii lnllx-
InsncfrirUlon players, who •ppi>an>ri.r>n ihi> 
radio or ai ln-sion:.pruniuliaii!i In snil shw i 
music. 

*1 un!d to Hsicn l o l b m m y C;aminn. whn 
was oni> or the fiicsii jazz iu:i.'unlinnisi.<<, .tntl 
Chartcs Miij imiii ie. ivho Imd a N a i hit wtih 
•IMounliglii .Sdiuiia. "• l''runvo say.s." I m a a im 
foriuiialc cniiuifl i lo t i f Inspired by two girat 
li-atlH.-r!i. AiKly Kl77n ni id Piiui Minors. ' 

IJIcc I'mnco. these lluliiin-AmcriL-an 
artists view, carrying on <i .storied marriage 
ticiwecn Ihc accotdlnii i ind Italian culiiin.-. I 

TIK: ioi>ii of the l iHtrunicnl tiuck ta 3XKM a(J., 
when l l ie Cliliicsc Hinpeior l lkui i ) ; Ti ihrslKiictl n 
l ic l tunsi ind iwt led bm. to try tu imitate iht: Miund 
of ih i : pltoeniji bird, l l o i vcw i , i l ie instniinent did 
not make its way lo l:uia|H- until Ihu is inds of 
<jv;its later. The rir&l jiccnnlion ^"3% pjilcntcd in 
Austria in in those days, mosi cnmplex 
music was produced by piano or an;i in, so Ihv iilc<i 
nf a poiiabtc Inslrunicnl catij;ht on quicldy, I l d id
n't lake IQIIR for ihc instrument to make ils w i y to 
Holy. 

' I x i ^ n d has it thai a sailor from Austria canic 
to the port of Castd Fidardov un Ihc Ionic Sea,' 
I'raniro says, ' l i e left a haimunica for a kid and the 
Italians a i iodicd it to n bd lows ui i ich wtis luier 
duvckipcd into the fiill-fle^ged accordion.' 

I'tom lhal lime until today, ihe rn^an of 
Coslcl i'idardo is Isnown for prodiicinij linly's 
ga-it<st acconlionist. It was during ilik same peri
od (beiHVtii lOTO-lltlO) lhal lidlan'com|>nacrs 
wcic wriilng songs like '0' Sole Min.* and other 
classic love Mngs. 

'Because of thetrdecp^ romantic sound, many 
nf the great luil ian, ondcipccial ly Neapolitan, love 

-1-
F^nî CO ^ I i i f r n u i n c d devoted to the l o m a r t i k toivci- o) t l r 
d i on t h f o u q h %ov^n d4K*f1#;S r«J d rd rnu tk l o t i c t j l t h j n g * . 

.• îiiiKs \%Kte suited Uif the accordion,"'Franca 
says. 'This w i s uliiortruc o f t h e Italian longa!« 
which a n slower and mon' soulful than the 
AiKeiirincAn tanKos." 

'Dicaccoidlon thus became an tiitcKral part 
( i f Ihe - iou i id nf N'aplci.' In the early lEKKlis, 
nu j i y N'capolilnns bc^gun arrivinj; in Chicago's. 
Tiiylur Street area. 11iis i s ' how l-ranco first 
became ai^uaintcd vvith Ihe instrtuncnl. 

'At n m , 1 didn't like i l , but my fiilhcr kept 
Id l ing me to practice* sayi l-'iailco. whose par-
ents aic from the tvf fon of Ciilobria. ' I have 
made a living from il morst of niy life M I guirss 
yau can say he was righL" 

Although he gttiw up dur ing ihe (ircat 
Depression, Krunco's fiiiher, who wortied as a 
carpenter ut the Mioild's fialr, was. able to afford 
lessons for Franco In what is now the Fine Arts 
Building. 

".Vly father iMOikcd at thelVwWti FUr In 1933 
iuld 1934," Franco says. ' I remember he used lo 
lake ine then: and I ihciughi how lucky I was to 
be going for free. It the Depression of oouise, 
so I wa« even I ucklcr that he had enough money 

by David Winer 
10 send me to music sctiool.' 

Friinco soon became ao prol iclcni ai^lhe 
InMruinenl Ihul he began lo give lessons . 
himself, " f h c i u arc two types n f accordion 
players." he points nut. "Thasc. who play ' 
many notes and nho are highly iciehnici), 
and ihosie wl io are naturoJ players who pkiy ; 
good miulc. t always aspired to be the see- .' 
ond.* 

As word of his talent spread, he began to ! 
got regular |ol>s or ' g tgh ' Many of these were ' 
ai Fcrram Ibi l l , which wtis abow the original : 
Fonat? Hakcry onTi iy inrai id flalstcd. 

"Oh, I remember those lYcddings at 
Fenara Hal l , ' Franco says. 'Some of them 
were big one-s, but yrnj have to rcmemfaer 
most of us were sill l poor, so a tot o f Ihc limes 
they would Just br ing up a iniy of beef u n d -
wichcs and some folding diairt i and tables 
Wc would play while the people danced." 

Fninco was dralted at the age of 18. He 
served in die U.S. Army Air C/jips during 
Wnrld ^\tir I I . where he walked us a derk and 
cnivitained Ihe (roops wi th his accortiiun on 
uiTkei ids, After the war. he lelolnvd civilian 
life, gjving lessons and selling .tccordlans. Yet 
ho nniiccti that pasl-wnrAmerica was Chang* 
Ing as the ct l inic enclaves were rapidly d ls^) -
pair ing in fi ivoi of a 'now America* in the 
suburiis. 

" iMudi of iny job m s fiainsi ' " "> people's 
homes lu both give lessons and sell accor

dions,' Franco says. 'Wc realised that the homo 
mit ikcl wjts moving m the .siibuitts. aiKl I W M alik! 
to build tl huusi; ani l •;ilse iriy childleii.by develop
ing a clioKivh! in ihe now suburbs like Nile.f, 
Franklin l^iriCiind l-liniv<Mjd I'ark.* 

Hnih Franco and the nccordlon cnniini ied in 
prosper ihniugh the 1H50S and Inlo the ' l io i . In 
li>63, hnih the world o f rnusic and the entire nation 
m i c h e d as a' gn iup from Fjigland changed 
American popular ci ihuic. 

"As far as the accordion noes, averyihlng 
slopped in IS6>l.' Franco says. "Things slowed 
dmvn a little bit ivlth Elvis, hut when the Beatles 
came, it was over — caput!" 

At that timo Franco began to teach Ihe instru
ment o f tho Beadea, the guitar. Tbday. at t l ie age o f 
B2, he oonl inuis to ffvo lessons from his home on 
Chicago'^ North Sida 

* I like the guitar, but i f I hod ray way I would 
s l i l l leuch only accordion,* Fninoo says. "1'hc 
instrument has been very good to mc, and I siBI 
love playing and hearing ils worro, ronuni ic tones,* 

The Italian Accordion Studios can be contacted 
31773.561-2115, 

o 
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3/11/2019 Sam Franco Italian Accordion Studio in Chicago 
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About 
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Video 

Contact 

Sam Franco is an 
accomplished 
accordion player, 
teacher and 
composer with 
over 50 years 
experience. He offers music 
lessons to students of all levels 
and buys, sells and repairs 
accordions. 

Sam Franco Music Studio copyright © 2009 
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