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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

LORI E. LIGHTFOOT
MAYOR

July 24, 2019

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ transmit herewith, together with Aldermen Dowell, King and Ervin, a resolution
commemorating the Red Summer of 1919.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,






resolution
adped ty [he ity Council
ot (Yity of Chicago, lllinots

.MCJYOT Lori E. Lightfoot, Aldermen Sophia King, Pat Dowell and
]presented by Jason Ervin on July 24, 2019

thms 2019 marks the 100 anniversary of Red Summer, a shameful event that
saw the murder and injury of hundreds of people in race riots across the United States,
some of the worst of which occurred in the City of Chicago; and

WHEREAS Compe’m‘lon for ]ObS dnd housrng at ’rhe end of World War | led to a
host of socrdl and economic problems ’rhdt fed into already simmering racial tensions;
and :

WHEREAS, In Chicago, Those ’rensrons boiled over with the murder of an
African-American you’rh who, wh||e seeklng relief in Lake Michigan during a heat wave,
drifted rn‘ro a bedch dred near 29'“ STreeT ’rhdr wos rnformdny segregd’red for whr’res only

.dnd S e e :

WHEREAS Thdr you\‘h Eugene erlrdms wos roo’rlng on'd,df’r wr’rh o’rhers when he
Was - s’rrucP inthe hedd by a sTone ’rhrown by d whn‘e mar s’rdndrng on a’ bredkworer
Williams lost his grip on the rait, dnd drowned A whl’re pohce offrcer refused to’arrest the
white man who threw fhe s’rone _and rnsfedd drres’red an African- American man. When -
African-Americans obJecTed ’ro ’rh|s rnjushce ’rhey were d’r’rdcked by whl’re bedchgoers
and L : S :

WHEREAS, This incident's “violénce quickly spread beyond the beach, and
throughout the City acts of violence took place, included rioting, vanddalism, and arson,
with the rioters even taking measures 16 slow or block the arrival of the fire department
and other emergency responders; and

WHEREAS, Riofing took place as far north as the Loop, but mostly occurred in
predominantly African-American neighborhoods, in which hundreds of homes and
businesses were damaged or destroyed; and

WHEREAS, The violence continued nearly unchecked, and it was not until the
lllinois Mational Guard became involved that it was brought under control; and




WHEREAS, Between July 2710 and August 39, there were 38 deaths directly
attributable to the rioting, and another 537 people were injured. The majority of the
casualties were African-Americans, including one African-American policeman; and

WHEREAS, More than 1,000 residents were left homeless as a result of arson and
other vandalism, the majority of whom were African-American. Businesses were
destroyed, and other businesses locked African-American employees out because they
feared a resurgence of violence. Rather than remain and rebuild, many
African-Americans fled the City, never to return; and

WHEREAS, Red Summer is a tfime in our history that, while p-oinful, represents an
opportunity to learn and grow as a City; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That wé the Mayor and Members of the City Council of the d’ry
of Chicago. assembled this twenty-fourth day of July 2019, do hereby commemorate
the occasion of the 100t Gnnlversory of Red Summer; and '

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED Thof we call upon all Chicagoans to con’nnue to work To:
put aside the’ rocnol eThnlc and economlc divisions that gave rise to Red Summer, ond .
cormé together as one Cn‘y that promo’res the well-being of all.
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-Mayor Lori E. nghifooi
Jason Ervm

WHEREAS ln Chlcogo 1hose ’ren5|ons 'boned over WITh ’rh _
'.'.Afncan Amencon you’rh who wh|Ie seekm_g rellef m-Loke Mlchlgon durlng Q- heo:r(wove

” WHEREAS ThIS maden’rs wolence qwcky spreod beyond_-_he beoch‘ ond
ondGhsm d" ¥ arson;
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