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Call for all government agencies affiliated with juvenile 
justice to review and compare their policies to 
recommendations by Convention on Rights of Child and 
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 
Committee on Health and Human Relations 



Resolution on the Rights of the C h i l d 

WHEREAS, The State of I l l i n o i s developed the world's f i r s t 
j u v e n i l e court i n 1899 out of concern t h a t c h i l d r e n be removed 
from a d u l t p r i s o n and receive a second chance, and has 
co n s i s t e n t l y been a leader i n p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n and promoting 
t h e i r r i g h t s ; and 

WHEREAS, the I l l i n o i s l e g a l i n n o v a t i o n of a j u v e n i l e court 
was r a p i d l y adopted throughout the world, and 

WHEREAS, The State of I l l i n o i s , based on i t s h i s t o r y and 
t r a d i t i o n of human r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , i s committed t o 
the human r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n , i n c l u d i n g those c h i l d r e n i n 
c o n f l i c t w i t h the law; and 

WHEREAS, i n the 1980's, the United States p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a 
working group, along w i t h nearly e i g h t y other n a t i o n s , t o d r a f t 
a Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d ; and 

WHEREAS, On November 20, 1989, the United Nations General 
Assembly unanimously adopted the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, which was d r a f t e d w i t h the s p e c i f i c purpose of promoting 
and p r o t e c t i o n the w e l l - b e i n g of a l l c h i l d r e n , i n c l u d i n g those 
i n c o n f l i c t w i t h the law; and 

WHEREAS, The Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d has been 
r a t i f i e d by a l l of the world's nations, except the United 
states,. making i t the most widely r a t i f i e d human r i g h t s document 
i n h i s t o r y . 

WHEREAS, The United States f o r m a l l y signed the Convention on 
the Rights of the C h i l d i n 1995, s i g n i f y i n g i t s i n t e n t t o r a t i f y 
the Convention and 

WHEREAS, The I l l i n o i s Ninety-Ninth General Assembly adopted 
HR 1143 i n 2010, u r g i n g the adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of the C h i l d , and 

WHEREAS, November 20, 2019 marks the 30^^ anniversary of the 
convention on the Rights of the C h i l d , and 

WHEREAS on October 8'- ,̂ 2019 The United Nations w i l l receive the 
f i r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p o r t on the Global Study, on Children 
Deprived of L i b e r t y along w i t h updated recorrunendations on when 
and under what c o n d i t i o n s c h i l d r e n should be detained and 
deprived of l i b e r t y ; and 



WHEREAS, the Global Study notes t h a t one of the most 
p o s i t i v e developments i n j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e worldwide has been the 
adoption of a separate court f o r j u v e n i l e s , f i r s t developed i n 
I l l i n o i s i n 1899; and 

• WHEREAS, the State of I l l i n o i s , home of the world's f i r s t 
j u v e n i l e c o u r t , i s committed t o c o n t i n u i n g i t s g l o b a l leadership 
i n j u s t i c e f o r c h i l d r e n and adolescents, ensuring t h a t a l l 
I l l i n o i s c h i l d r e n receive a l l recognized human r i g h t s ; 
t h e r e f o r e , be i t 

RESOLVED, by the C i t y of Chicago, t h a t we c a l l upon a l l 
government agencies i n the c i t y , i n p a r t i c u l a r those concerned 
w i t h j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e , t o review t h e i r p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s i n 
comparison t o the recommendations of the Convention on the 
Rights of the C h i l d and the Global Study on Chi l d r e n Deprived of 
Li b e r t y . 

s i n c e r e l y . 

Michael D. Rooriguez, 
Alderman, 22"^ Ward 


