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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

LORI E. LIGHTFOOT
MAYOR

September 18, 2019

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO
Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ transmit herewith, together with Alderman Maldonado, a resolution commemorating
Hispanic Heritage Month.

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The United States observes National Hispanic Heritage Month every year
from September 15" through October 15" to recognize and celebrate the many contributions
made by Hispanics and Latinos, which have shaped our society and culture, built and
étrengthened our Nation, and helped to make the United States a diverse, thriving, and vibrant
democracy; and

WHEREAS, Hispanic Heritage Month has been celebrated in the United States for more
than 30 years. The observance began in 1968 under President Lyndon Johnson as a one-week
celebration called Hispanic Heritage Week. In 1988, thanks in large part to the efforts of Illinois
Senator Paul Simon, the United States Congress passed and President Ronald Reagan signed into
law Public Law 100-402, designating the “31 day period beginning September 15 and ending on
October 15” as National Hispanic Heritage Month; and

WHEREAS, September 15 was chosen as the starting point for an annual celebration
honoring Americans of Hispanic descent because it marks the anniversary of independence of
five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Niearagua.
Mexico, Chile, and Belize celebrate their independence days on September 16, September 18 and
September 21, respectively; and

"WHEREAS, Today, National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationwide at local
festivals, art shows, conferences, community gatherings, and other events emphasizing the rich
history, culture and traditions, and myriad accomplishments and contributions, of Hispanic and
Latino Americans; and '

WHEREAS, During National Hispanic Heritage Month, the United States military
honors the 1.2 million Hispanic and Latino men and women who, over the course of our history,
have answered the call to serve in our Nation’s Armed Forces. Sixty-one people of Hispanic or
Latino descent have been awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest United States military
decoration awarded by Congress for gallantry and bravery in combat. As of September 2018,
136,000 Hispanic soldiers were serving in the United States Army alone, comprising 13.6% of
its total armed force; and

WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month has special meaning in Chicago.
Approximately 780,000 Chicago residents identify as Hispanic or Latino. Over 46% of Chicago
Public School students identify as Hispanic or Latino. More than 9,000 Hispanic and Latino
Americans contribute to the educational mission of the Chicago Public Schools as teachers, -
principals and staff, Hispanic- and Latino-owned businesses represent the fastest growing
segment of small businesses in the State of Illinois, contributing immeasurably to the well-being
of our local economy; and |



WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month provides Chicagoans with an
opportunity to reflect on our shared history as Americans; and to celebrate the rich mosaic of
people and cultures who worked together to build and defend our Nation, and contributed to the
legacy of freedom and diversity that we hold dear to heart; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor and Members of the City Council of the City
of Chicago, assembled this eighteenth of September, 2019, do hereby designate the 31-day
period beginning on September 15 and ending on October 15 each year as “Hispanic Heritage
Month” in Chicago, and encourage all Chicagoans to acknowledge the contributions of Hispanic
and Latino Americans to the culture, identity and economy of our great City. |



Y ) Mayor Lori E. Lighlfoot and
ggggsgwjgd b.‘f Alderman Roberto Maldonado oY% September 18, 2019

Whereas The United States. observes National Hispanic Heritage Month every
year from September 15’rh ’rhrough Oc1ober 15th to recognize and celebrate the many
contr{bunons made by Hssponrcs and Latinos, which have shaped our society and
culture, built c:nd s’rreng‘rhened our Nation, and helped to make the United States a
drverse ’rhrrvrng ond vrbrom‘ democrocy and

WHEREAS Hlspomc Hem‘oge Momh has been. celebro’red in the United Statfes for
more than 30 yeors The observonce bcqun in 1968 undex President Lyndon Johnson as
aone- week celebro’rlon"colled HISDCH’NC Heritage Week In 1988, thanks in Iorge port fo
' 'or 'Pou ‘Slmon‘_ The Unl’red Siores Congress possed ond Presrden’r

His ponlc Hen’roge Mon’rh rs celebro’red nohonwsde oT
g conferences communr’ry go:hermgs ‘and o1her even’rs
_ A .__ch hlsiory cul’rure ond ’rrodn‘rons ond myrrod occomphshmen‘rs and
conmbu’rlons of Hlspom' dnd Lohno Afiericans; and '

WHEREAS Durrng Nohonol Hispanic Heritage Mon’rh ’rhc United Siores mmrory
~honors the 1.2 mllllon Hrsponlc and Lafino. men and women who, over the course of our
: _'hlsTory Havé answ ve red The ‘call to serve in our Nation’ S Armed Forces Sixty-one people
of Hrsponlc or Lati gfe} escen‘r hove been awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest
Uniteéd States mrln‘ory decorohon awarded by Congress for gallantry and bravery in
combat. As of September 2018, 136,000 Hispanic soldiers were serving in the United
States Army alone, cornprising'"lli.é% of its foial armed force; and




WHEREAS, Nafional Hispanic Herlage Month has specio mecning in Chicageo.
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