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L O R I E. L I G H T F O O T 
MAYOR 

O F F I C E O F T H E M A Y O R 

C I T Y O F C H I C A G O 

September 18, 2019 

TO THE HONOILABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

•o^f 

1 transmit herewith, together with Alderman Maldonado, a resolution commemorating 
Hispanic Heritage Month. 

Your favorable consideration of this resolution will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

Mayor 



R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, The United States observes National Hispanic Heritage Month every year 
from September 15̂ '' through October 15"̂  to recognize and celebrate the many contributions 
made by Hispanics and Latinos, which have shaped our society and culture, built and 
strengthened our Nation, and helped to make the United States a diverse, thriving, and vibrant 
democracy; and 

WHEREAS, Hispanic Heritage Month has been celebrated in the Umted States for more 
than 30 years. The observance began in 1968 under President Lyndon Johnson as a one-week 
celebration called Hispanic Heritage Week. In 1988, thanks in large part lo the efforts of Illinois 
Senator Paul Simon, the United States Congress passed and President Ronald Reagan signed into 
law Public Law 100-402, designating the "31 day period beginning September 15 and ending on 
October 15" as National Hispanic Heritage Month; and 

WHEREAS, September 15 was chosen as the starting point for an annual celebration 
honoring Americans of Hispanic descent because it marks the anniversary of independence of 
five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. 
Mexico, Chile, and Belize celebrate their independence days on September 16, September 18 and 
September 21, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, Today, National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationwide at local 
festivals, art shows, conferences, community gatherings, and other events emphasizing the rich 
history, culture and traditions, and myriad accomplishments and contributions, of Hispanic and 
Latino Americans; and 

WHEREAS, During National Hispanic Heritage Month, the United States military 
honors the 1.2 million Hispanic and Latino men and women who, over the course of our history, 
have answered the call to serve in our Nation's Armed Forces. Sixty-one people of Hispanic or 
Latino descent have been awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest United States military 
decoration awarded by Congress for gallantry and bravery in combat. As of September 2018, 
136,000 Hispanic soldiers were serving in the United States Army alone, comprising 13.6% of 
its total armed force; and 

WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month has special meaning in Chicago. 
Approximately 780,000 Chicago residents identify as Hispanic or Latino. Over 46% of Chicago 
Public School students identify as Hispanic or Latino. More than 9,000 Hispanic and Latino 
Americans contribute to the educational mission of the Chicago Public Schools as teachers, 
principals and staff. Hispanic- and Latino-owned businesses represent the fastest growing 
segment of small businesses in the Stale oflllinois, contributing immeasurably to the well-being 
of our local economy; and 



WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month provides Chicagoans with an 
opportunity to reflect on our shared history as Americans; and to celebrate the rich mosaic of 
people and cultures who worked together to build and defend our Nation, and contributed to the 
legacy of freedom and diversity that we hold dear to heart; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor and Members ofthe City Council ofthe City 
of Chicago, assembled this eighteenth of September, 2019, do hereby designate the 31-day 
period beginning on September 15 and ending on October 15 each year as "Hispanic Heritage 
Month" in Chicago, and encourage all Chicagoans to acknowledge the contributions of Hispanic 
and Latino Americans to the culture, identity and economy of our great City. 
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ofthe iSthf of Qkicaqo 
Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot and 

1(1'• ji'SSen^sd bu Aiderman Roberto Maldonado Q -̂: September 18, 2019 

' 'W^l lGTfi^JS The United States- observes Notional Hispanic Heritage Month every 
year from September T5th through' October 1 Sth to recognize and celebrate the many 
contributions rriade by Hispanics, and Latinos, which have shaped our society and 
culture, built and strengthened our Nation, and helped to make the United States a 
diverse, thriving', and vibrant derri'ocra'ey; and 

WHEREAS:,,-Hispqnit Heiitage.Monlh has_ been.celebrated in the United States for 
more than 30 years. The dbservdhce began in 1968 under President Lyndon Johnson as 
a one-week celebration'cqjled Hisponib Heritage Week, In 1988, ihanks in large part to 
the efforts of linhois,Seriqtor;Pq^ United-Slates Cdngress passed and'President 
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' WHEREj^ii -Sept^pjiber .15^'was .-.chosen as. •the" stgrllhg -point for dn annual 
celebra^'pr) hoh^0Hiig-A;rh'e,rie descent b'^cduse it marks ihg:.gnhiyersqry-qf 
jnd.^'|)e.r:i^,gh^^;p|'five Latin.Xrriericgii,couhtries: Costd- Ric'ai'.'Ei Salvador,. •Guateriridia, 
Abriddiras;: qnd ,-NiG^^ Chile',- dhd" Belize''celebrate' their independence 
da/s 'on Septeffibdr.-^)5;ep 

. WH£R£AS,;̂ T©'ddyv.N'q Month is. celebrated 'nationwide qt 
local, fes'tivq'Is./Cd'rf.^vSh^ cpnfereri.ces, community 'gglheirings',' and other everits 
emphasizing th'eVjrich hjs^bry," culture dnd traditions,'dnd irnyriad accomplishments and 
contributions, of Hispanie^qnd Ldtirid Am and 

WHEREAS,. During' National Hispqnic. Heritage Month, the United States mili'lary 
horiors the 1.2 mi Itio n Hispdni.c q.nd Latino, nnen and women who,, over the course of our 
histdry,^ have answ'er.ed the.'call to serVe in our Nation's Arrned Forces. Sixty^dne people 
df 'Hi^pahic or Latiri'(p'"''"d'esGe'rn"f have been awarded the Medal of Honor,,the highest 
Uniled Stales military deGordtion awarded by Congress for gailantry and bravery in 
combat . As of September 2018, 136,000 Hispanic soldiers v^ere serving in the United 
Slates Army alone, comprising' 13.6% of ils total armed force; and 



WHEREAS, Notional Hispanic Heriioge Month has specio meaning in Ci'iicago. 
Approximately 780,000 Chicago residents identify os Hispanic or Latino. Over -16% of 
Chicago Public School students identify as Hispanic or Latino. More lhan 9,000 Hispanic 
and Laiino Americans conlribule 1o Iiie educaiior'.al mission of 1he-Chicago Pubiic 
Schools as teachers, principals and staff.' Hispanic- and Lclino-owned businesses 
represenl Ihe 'fastest growing segment of small businesses in Ihe Slale ol Illinois, 
conlribuling immeasurably lo the well-being; of our locol economy; and 

• WHEREAS, Nalional Hispanic Heritage Month provides Chicagoans wilh on 
opportunity to reflect on our shared history- as .An-iericans; and lo celebrale Ihe rich 
iimosaic of people and cultures who worked together lo build and defend our Nation, 
-dnd. contributed t o j he legacy of freedom q n d diversity Iha twe hold dear lo heart; now, 
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