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DnpenrMENT op PLANNINc ANn DpvELoPMENT

CITY OF CHICAGO

August 27,2020

The Honorable Anna M. Valencia
City Clerk
City of Chicago
Room 107, City Hall
121 North LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60602
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RE Ordinance designating the (Former) Schlitz Brewery-Tied House (9401 S. Ewing
Avenue) as a Chicago Landmark

Dear Clerk Valencia:

We are filing with your office for introduction at the September 9, 2020, City Council meeting as

a transmittal to the Mayor and City Council of Chicago the recommendation of the Commission
on Chicago Landmarks that the (Former) Schlitz Brewery-Tied House be designated as a

Chicago Landmark.

The material being submitted to you for this proposal includes the:

1. Recommendation of the Commission on Chicago Landmarks; and

2. Proposed Ordinance.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter

Sincerely,

K^,fÁfu'*E
Kathleen E. Dickhut
Deputy Commissioner
First Deputy Commissioner's Office
Department of Planning and Development

encls

Alderman Susan Sadlowski- Garza,l0th V/ard (via email w/ enclosure)cc

121 NORTH LASALLE STREET, ROOM 1OOO, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the procedures set forth in the Municipal Code of Chicagorfthe

"Municipal Code"), Sections 2-120-620 through -690, the Commission on Chicago Landrüt'drks
(the "Commission") has determined that the (Former) Schlitz Brewery-Tied House (the
"Building"), located at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue, Chicago, lllinois, as more precisely described in

Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein, satisfies three (3) criteria for landmark
designation as set forth in Section 2-120-620 (1), (4), and (6) of the Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue represents a
distinct property type that conveys important themes from Chicago and American history from
the late nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, including the rise of vertically-integrated
manufacturing production and retail sales; the role of science and technology in the
transformation of crafts into industries, including the brewery industry; increasing competition
among businesses as the city and country grew; the role of the neighborhood saloon; the role of
ethnic immigrants as both leaders of the brewing industry and as consumers; and the national
question about the role of alcohol in society which would later culminate in national Prohibition;
and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue conveys the
economic prominence of the brewing industry in Chicago and Milwaukee during the late
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, made possible by those cities' access to grain
markets, fresh water, supplies of natural ice, and train transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is representative
of the brewing industry founded and managed by German immigrants, and who were prominent
businessmen active in the city's affairs; and therefore reflects the importance of ethnic
immigration in Chicago's history and development, in general, and specifically the contributions
of the Chicago's German ethnic community, one of the city's largest ethnic groups; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is typical of other
brewery-tied houses in Chicago which were most commonly located on prominent corners of
commercial streets, well served by street cars or elevated trains, and in neighborhoods settled
by large ethnic and working class populations; and, as such, the building conveys the early
social character and leisure habits of these early residents of Chicago's neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, as the unintended manifestation of legislation and social pressure by
progressive reformers, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue conveys the
national debate about alcohol consumption and the "Dry" movement in the late-nineteenth and
early-twentieth centuries. The subsequent proliferation of drinking places under ihe tied-house
system was a factor in the establishment of national Prohibition in 1919; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied l-louse at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is one of a great
number of buildings built in Chicago by the Schlitz Brewery, which may be traced back to the

;;1T
l"ft

rleffi
'4

r1"l

F



aftermath of the Fire of 1871, when the brewery sent water and, in particular, beer to the
ravaged city, establishing a loyal customer base in Chicago, and solidifying its motto "The beer
that made Milwaukee famous;" and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue represents a

distinct and recognizable building type in Chicago's neighborhoods typified by such features as
its display of brewery insignia, its prominent corner location and entrance on a neighborhood
commercial street, and its use of typically high-quality masonry construction and picturesque
styles of architecture; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue exemplifies
aspects of picturesque styles of architecture including the Queen Anne and Tudor Revival.
Popular in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, these styles emphasize visually
pleasing characteristics and motifs drawn from earlier periods, and these styles helped the
brewery-tied houses to present a legitimate and socially-responsible image amidst growing
opposition to drinking establishments; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue shows the
influence of the Queen Anne style of architecture, with its simplified arched parapet corner, and
its use of a mixture of exterior textures and building materials, including brick, limestone, and
metalcornice; and

WHEREAS, a later alteration to the Schlitz Brewery-Tied house at 9401 S. Ewing
Avenue is representative of the Tudor Revival style of architecture in the use of roughly coursed
brick masonry and flagstone masonry; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue was designed by
Chicago architect Charles Thisslew, who designed a number of other Schlitz Brewery-Tied
Houses which survive in the city, including 2159 W. Belmont Ave. (1903-1904), 5120 N.

Broadway Ave. (1904), 2001 W. Grand Ave. (1905), and 2901 W. Diversey Ave. (1902); and

WHEREAS, characteristic of Chicago's brewery-tied houses, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied
House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue displays Schlitz's "belted globe" insignia in its facade, the
design of which is based on sculptor Richard Bock's design for Schlitz's exhibit at the 1893
World's Columbian Exposition; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is part of a larger
group of brewery-tied houses and associated buildings in Chicago that together convey
important aspects of Chicago and American history from the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries, including: the rise of large, vertically-integrated commercial enterprises combining
production and retail sales; the economic might of brewing companies in Chicago and
Milwaukee; the role of the neighborhood saloon; the role of immigration in brewing and ethnicity
in beer consumption; and the national debate about the role of the saloon in society which
culminated in national Prohibition in 1919; and

WHEREAS, Chicago's brewery-tied houses represent a distinct building type, and the
individual examples of this type enhance the architectural character of diverse Chicago
Neighborhoods; and
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WHEREAS, consistent with Section 2-120-630 of the Municipal Code, the Building has
a significant historic, community, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value, the integrity of
which is preserved in light of its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and ability to
express such historic, community, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value; and

WHEREAS, on August6,2020, the Commission adopted a resolution recommending to
the City Council of the City of Chicago (the "City Council") that the Building be designated a

Chicago Landmark; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are hereby adopted as the findings of the City Council

SECTION 2. The Building is hereby designated a Chicago Landmark in accordance

with Section 2-120-700 of the Municipal Code.

SECTION 3. For purposes of Sections 2-120-740 and 2-120-770 of the Municipal Code
governing permit review, the significant historical and architectural features of the Building are

identified as:

. all exterior elevations, including rooflines, of the Building

SECTION 4. The Commission is hereby directed to create a suitable plaque

appropriately identifying the Building as a Chicago Landmark.

SECTION 5. lf any provision of this ordinance shall be held to be invalid or

unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such provision shall not affect

any of the other provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 6. All ordinances, resolutions, motions or orders in conflict with this ordinance

are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 7. This ordinance shalltake effect upon its passage and approval.
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EXHIBIT A

Building Address
9401 S. Ewing Avenue, Chicago, lllinois

Permanent lndex Number
26-05-305-001 -0000

Legal Description
LOTS 62 AND 63 IN THE SUBDIVISION F LOTS 1, 2, 3, 24, 25 AND 26 IN BLOCK 1 IN
TAYLOR'S 2ND ADDITION TO SOUTH CHICAGO, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF THE
SOUTHWEST FRACTIONAL % OF SECTION 5, SOUTH OF THE INDIAN BOUNDARY LINE,

TOWNSHIP 37 NORTH, RANGE 15, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
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CITV OF'CHICÀGO
CüMIUTSSION CN C}TTCAGÛ LÄNT}M,.IRKS

Àugust 6,2t20

RECO1VTþÍITND.4.TTOI\ TCI THN CTTY COUNCTL OF CHTCAGC} THÀT
C}TIC A.C Û LÄND M,'I"[IK NI' $ IGN.ATION BE,AT} ÛT'THD FOR. TI{tr

(rûRMþlR) SCHLTTZ ITREWERY-TIED HOUSn

9401 SGUTII EWING AVITNUË

Docket No. 2020-{15

To the Mayor and Mcmt¡crs cf the City Council of the CÍty of Chicrtgo:

Pursuant to Section 2-120-69A of the Municipal Code of the City of Chicago (the "Municipal
Code"), the Commission on Chicago Landmarks (the "Commission") has detennined that the

(Irormer) Schlitz Rrewery-Tied House located at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue (the "Building") is

worthy of Chicago Landmark designation" On the basis of careful consideration of tlie
history and architccture of the Lìuilding, the Commission has found that it satisfies the

following three (3) criteria sct forth in Sectiön 2-j.20-62A of the Municipal Code :

Its value as ürc example af the architectural, eultural, econ{sntic, histaric, social, or
other aspect aJ'the heritage af tke City of Chicago, State of ll\inois, ar the Llniled
States.

Its exemplificatíon af an architecturcl type or style dÌstinguished by innovation,
rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of de'sign, detaí|., ma'terials, or crafismansh.íp

.[ts represenlation af an archítectural, cuhural, ec:ofiomi<:, historic, social or olher
theme expressed \hrough distittctive areãs, dístric:t,v, places, lnildings, slructtn"es,

vtorks of art, or ûther objects lhat ruay or ltxûy nat be contiguous.

I. $'{ÇKçRCIIW.

In 2C)1 l, eight Chicago brewery-tied l¡ouses and one Chicago brewery stable building wcre
designated as Chicago landniarks. In 2019, the current owner of tlie Schlitz Brewery-Tied
House located at 9401 S. Ewing Av*nue macle a fomlal suggestiotr to the Frogram
Committee of thc Commission on Chicago L.andmarks to be considered for landmark status

as r.vell.

Ât its regular meeting of June 4,2t2t, the Commission on Chica¡¡o Landmarks
("Commission") approved a "'¡lrelirninary lanclmark recommendation" (the "Prelimirrary

Ì

4.
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Recomnrendation") for designation of the Building as a Chicago Landmark. The

Commissiorr found that the Buiiding appeared to rneet three of the seven criteria for
clesignation, as well as the integrity criterion, identifictl tnthe Chicago Land:rnarlts Ordinance
(Murricipal Code of the City of Chicago, Scction 2-120-580 ei seq,). The Frelirninary
Recommendation, identifîed as Exhibit A, initiated the considerntion process fbr further
study ancl analysis of the possiblç landrnark dcsignation of the Building. As part of the

Preliminary Recommendation, the Commission preliminarily identified the significant

historicaland architectural leatures of the Building as:

r all exterior elcvations, including rooflines, of the Builcling

As part of the Prelirninarv Reconrnrenclation, the Commission also arlopted a Preliminary
Summary of Information, clatecl June 4,2020, and identifreci as Exhibit B. In a letter dated

Jlune27,2020, DPD, on behalf'of the Comrnission, notified the owners of the tsuilding, of
the Preliminary Reoommendation.

Ät its rcgular meeting ofl.luly q,zt}t, the Commission received the DPD Report, identified
as Exhibit C, from Com:nissioner Manrice D. Cox of I)PD, stating that the proposed

landmark desi¡çnation of the Building supporls the City's overall planning goals ancl is

consistent with the C)ity's goveming policies and plans.

In a letter ciatecl July 16,2020, tle Commission affici¿lly requested the conscnt to the

proposecl landmark designation fìom the owners of thc Building. The Commissiotr received

consent for the proposed lanclmark designation on July L7,2420.

n. FINDIN-ç.S- lp-H f $8" -cÇ-MMIs çJglJ g,l.{ çIIIC 4go l;,4\.¡THl#å},1¡lç,

WHERË.4.S, pursuant to Section 2-120-650 of the Municipal Code, the Commission

shall notify the ownçr of its determination with respect to the proposed Chicago Landmark

designation within 45 days after receipt of thc owner's consent; and

WHAREAS, pursuant to Section 2-l2}-69t of the Municipal Code, tlte Commission

has revieled the entire record of proceedings on the ¡rroposed Chicago Lanrlm¿rk
designation, including the Prelirninary Summary of Information, the DPD Report ancl all of
the information on the proposecl landrnark designatiorr of the Building; and

\ryI"IEREAS, the Building meets the three (3) criteria for landmark designation set

forth in Section 2-120-62A (1), (4) and (6) of the Municipal Cocie; and

\4¡H!IREAS, the Schlitz Brer.r,'ery-Tied House at 9401 S. E'r'ing Avenue represents a

clistinct property type that conveys important lhemes fiom Chicago and American history

from the late nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, including the rise of vertically-
integrated manuf'acturing prorluction and rctail sales; the role of science and technc¡lcgy in

the transfbnnation of crafts into industries, including the brewery industry; increasing

conÌpetition amoÐg businesses as the city and country grew; the role of the neighborhood
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$ä}oon; the role of cthnic imlnigrants as both leaclers of the brewing inclustry ancl as

consumers; and tlie national question about the role of alcohol in society which would later

culminate in national Prohibition; and

WHfRnr{.S, the Schlitz Brewery-Tiecl House at 9401 S. Ewing Â.venue conveys the

economiò prominence of the brewing inclustry in Chicago and Milwaukee cluring the late

nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, made possible by those cities' ?Ìccess to grain

markets, fresh waÎ.er, supplies of nafural ice, and train hansportation; and

WHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is

reprcscnlative of the brewing industry foundecl an<l managed by German inrnrigrants, and

who wcre prominent businessmen acfive in the city's afïairs; and thereforc rcflects the

inrportance of ethnic irnmigration in Chicago's history and development, in geueral, and

specifrcally the contributions of 'the Chicago's Gcrman ethnic community, one of the city's
largest ethnic groups; and

\ryHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at94AL S. Ewing Avemre is typical of
other brewôry{ied houses in Chicago which were most commonly located on pron:inent

comers of comrnercial streets, well served by street cars or clevated trains, and in

neighborhoocls settled by large ethnic and working class populations; and, as such, the

building cûnveys the early social character and leisure habits ofthese early residents of
Chicago's neighborhoods; and

WI.IERAÄS, as the unintended manifestation of legislation and social pressure by
progressive reformers" the Schlitz Brewery-Tiecl House at 9401 S. Fwing Avenue conveys

the national debate about alcohoi consumption and the'oDry" movement in the late-

nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The subsequent proliferation of drinking places

under the tied-house systern was a factor in the establishment of n¿rtional Prohibition in 1919;

and

WHER$hS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied l{ouse at 9401 S. Ewing ¡lvenue is one of a
great number ofbuildings built in Chicago by the Schlitz Brewery, which may be traced hack

to the afiçrmath of the Fire of 1 871 , when the brervery sent water and, in paúicular, beer to

the ravaged city, establishing a loyal customer base in Ctricago, and solidifying its motto
"The br¡er lhat made Milwaukee famous;" ancl

\trHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue represents a

dislincl and recognizable building type in Ctricago's neighborhoods ty¡rified by such features

as its display of brewery insignia, its praminent comcr location and entrancc on a
neighborhood commercial street, ancl its use of ty¡:ically high-quality nTasonry construction

and pictulesque styles ofarchitecture; and

TVHERE,{S, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House at 9401 S. Erving Avenue exemplifies
aspects of picturesque slyles of architecture including the Queen ¡\nne and 'l\dor Revival.

Popular in the late-nineteenth and early-trventieth centuries, tlrese styles emphasize visually
pleasing characte.ristics and motifs drawn from earlier periods, and these styles helped the
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brewery-tied houses to present a legitimate and socially-responsible image amiclst

growing opposition to drinking establishments; and

\üHEREAS, the Schlitz Brewery-Tied llouse at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue shows the

influence of the Queen Anne style of architecture, with its sinplifiecl arched parapet corner,

and its use of a mixture of exterir:r textures and building matirials, ilrcluding brick,
limestone, a¡rd rnetal cornice; and

WHIìREAS, a later alteration to the Schlitz Brewery-Tied house at94Q1 S. Ewing
Avenue is representative of the Tudor Revival style of architecture in the use of roughly
coursecl brick masonry and flagstone masonry; atrd

\ryHERnÄSo the Sclilitz Brervery-Tied Hor¡se ¿t 9401 S. Ewing Avenue was

designed by Chicago architect Chrules Thisslew, 'rv'ho designetl a number of other Schlitz
tsrewery-Tied Houses which sunive in the city, inclucling 2159 W. Belmont Ave. (1903-

ßA4),5120 N. Broa<lway Ave. (1904), 2001 W. Grancl Ave. (1905), and 2901 W. Diversey
Ave. (1902); and

\ryHItRrcAS, characteristic of Chicago's brewery{ied houses, the Schlitz Brewery*
Tied House ar 9401 S, Ëwing Avenue displays Schlitz's "belted globe" insignia in its facade,

the design of wliich is based on sculptor Richard Bock's design for Schlitz's exhibit at the

1893 World's Columbian Exposition; artd

WIIIIREÀS, the Schlitz tsrewery-Tiecl House at 9401 S. Ewing Avenue is part of a
larger pgoup of brewerlltied houses and associated buildings in Chicago that together convey
ilnportant âspects of Chicago and American history frorn the late-niueteenth and early-
twentieth centuries, including: the rise of large, verlically-integrated commercial enterprises

combining production and retail sales; the economic night of hrewing companies in
Chicago and Milwaukee; the role ot'the rieighborhood saloon; the role of irnmigration in
brewing a¡d ethnicity in beer consumption; and thr: national debate about the r"olc of the

saloon in society which culminated in national Prohibition in l9l9; and

IVIIEREAS, Chicago's blewery-tied houses represent a disti¡rct building typc, and

the individual examples af this type enhance tlie architectural character of diverse Chicago
Neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, consistent \¡ith Scction2-120-fßA of the Milnicipal Code, the Builcling
has a signifrcant historic, community, architectural, or aesthelic interest ot value, the integrity
of which is preserved in light of its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and

ability to express such historic, cornmunity, architectural, or aestl,etic interest or value; nclw,

tlrerefirre,

THA COMMISSICIN ON CHICAGO LANNMAT{,KS HEREBY:

'1

1. lnc.orporates the preamble and Sections I and II into its finclings; and



2

a

Adopts the ÏIinal Þesignation lteport, as revised, and d¿ted this 6tl' clay of August 2020;
and

Finds, based on the Final Designation Report, the DPD Report, and the entire record

before the Cornmission, that the Building mects the tlxee (3) criteria for landmark
designation set forlh in Sections 2-120-620 (1), (4) ¿nd (6) of thç MunicipalCode; and

4. Finds that the Building satisfies the "integrity" req\rirement set forth in Sectiott z-n\-
630 of the Municipal Code; and

5 Finds that the significant historical a¡rd architectural features of the Building are

identified as follows:

. all exterior elevations, including rooflines, of the Building; and

6. Recommends that the Building be designated a Chicago Landmark.

This recommendation was adopted * *o

Rafael M. Chairman
Commission on Chicago Landmarks

Da{ed:
(þ LüLO
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