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Chicago City Council
January 27%, 2021
REFERRED TO ECONOMIC, CAPITAL AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT

ORDINANCE

SECTION 1. Chapter 4-6-270 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by deleting the
language struck through and inserting the language underscored, as follows:

4-6-270 Home occupations.
(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

[Omitted text is unaffected by this ordinance)

“Home occupation” means the accessory use, of a business or commercial nature, of a dwelling unit
by the person(s) residing in such dwelling unit. The term “home occupation” does not include persons
who, as an owner or employee, perform administrative, clerical or research work in their home for an
entity whose principal place of business is located elsewhere. Nor does the term “home occupation”
include any child care institution, day care center, part-day child care facility, group home, day care home
or group day care home that is properly licensed by a state agency or by the City of Chicago. Nor does the

term “home occupation” include any cottage food operation or home kitchen operation properly
registered by a state or county agency or the City of Chicago.

[Omitted text is unaffected by this ordinance)

(c) Application — Additional information required. In addition to the requirements set forth in
Section 4-4-050, an application for, and, if requested, renewal of, a regulated business license to engage
in a home occupation shall be accompanied by the following information:

(1) the location of the dwelling unit where the home occupation will be carried on;
(2) the name of the person(s) who will be designated as the licensee;

(3) whether more than one home occupation will be carried on in the dwelling unit;

(4) the type(s) of occupation(s) that will be carried on in the dwelling unit;

(65) the total square footage of the floor area of the applicable dwelling unit and any accessory
building or accessory structure;

(76) the total square footage of the floor area of the dwelling unit and any accessory building or
accessory structure that will be permanently occupied by the home occupation;

(82) the percentage of the total floor area of the dwelling unit and any accessory building or
accessory structure that will be permanently occupied by the home occupation;




[Omitted text is unaffected by this ordinance]

(e) Activities not subject to licensure as a home occupation — Standards. The following activities shall
not be licensed as home occupations under this scction:

(1) any repair of motorizcd vehicles, including the painting or repair of automobiles, trucks, trailers,
boats, and lawn equipment; .

(3) kennels;
(4) stables;

(3) bird keeping facilities;

(6) barber shops or beauty parlors;

(2) dancing schools;

(8) restaurants or pop-up food establishments as defined in Section 4-8-010;

(9) massage establishments, including massage therapy;

(10) caterers / catering / food preparation businesses / shared kitchens as defined in Section 4-8-010;
(11) funeral chapels or funeral homes;

(12) crematoria;

(13) mausoleums; .

(14) medical or dental services and/or clinics;

(15) public places of amusement;

(16) the sale of firearms, antique firearms as defined in Section §-20-010, or ammunition;

(17) a weapons dealer;

(18) firearm training or instruction;

(1928) warehousing;
(2021 welding or machine shops; and

(2122) any activity that requires a children's services facility license under Chapter 4-75 of this
Code.

(f) Legal duties — Standards. Each licensee engaged in a home occupation shall have a duty to:



(1) conduct the home occupation completely within the dwelling unit and any accessory building or
accessory structure. Provided, however, that services offered or performed in conjunction with the home
occupation may be provided off-site. Provided further, that an attached or unattached accessory building
or accessory structure, such as a garage, may also be used for ineidental storage of materials, supplies and
business records related to the home occupation if all of the following requirements are met: (i) the
accessory bunldmg or structure is fully enclosed (11) no chemlcals hazardous materials, or base metals;-of

: : pation are stored in the accessory building or
structure, (111) 1f busmess records or paper supplles are stored in the accessory building or structure, such
records or supplies are enclosed in boxes, file cabinets or other containers and such storage complies with
all applicable provisions of this Code, including applicable ordinances relating to fire prevention; and (iv)
the square footage limitations set forth in subsection (g)(7) of this section are not exceeded.

(8) Prohibited acts — Standards. 1t shall be unlawful for any licensee engaged in a home occupation to:

(1) conduct a home occupation in violation of Section 17-9-0202 or other applicable provisions of
the Chicago Zoning Ordinance;

(2) allow the home occupation to become the principal use of the dwelling unit. The home
occupation shall be accessory, incidental and secondary to the principal residential use of the dwelling
unit;

(3) add to the dwelling unit a separate entrance from outside the building for the sole use of the home
occupation;

(4) display signage eﬁeﬂyheﬂaer—ewdenee—(#epefeﬂeﬁ-eﬁ dvertrsmg the home occupation: (i) on the

exterior of the dwelling unit or residential building in which the dwelling unit is located, or (ii) if the
dwelling unit is located in a residential building containing 2 or more dwelling units, on any interior wall
or other interior location within such residential building other than the interior of the dwelling unit itself,
or (iii) in any location within the dwelling unit or residential building that is clearly visible from the
public way;

(5) make any internal or external structural alterations or construction to the dwelling unit, whether
permanent or accessory, of the type that will change the residential character of the dwelling unit or the
residential building in which the dwelling unit is located;

(6) install any equipment of the type that will change the residential character of the dwelling unit or
the residential building in which the dwelling unit is located;

(7) allow the total square footage of any home occupation, including any accessory building or
accessory structure used for storage or other home occupation business-related activities, to permanently
occupy more than ter3$5 percent of the total floor area of any single-family-residenee;-or more-than15

percent-of the-floor-area-of-any-dwelling unit m—a—buﬂdmg—eeﬂtmnmg—mu}aple-dwe}hﬂgs— and any

accessory bulldmg or accessorLtructure Pro

(8) produce or emit any noise, vibration, smoke, dust or other particulate matter, odorous matter,
heat, humidity, glare or any other effect that unreasonably interferes with any person's enjoyment of his or
her residence;

(9) (i) hire or retain, or otherwise permit or allow, more than one non-resident employee to work
within the dwelling unit in connection with the home occupation. All other employees of the licensee who
work within the dwelling unit shall reside in the dwelling unit in which the home occupation is located.



(i) Nothing in this subsection (g)(9) shall be construed to prohibit a licensee under this section
from hiring or retaining non-resident employees to work exclusively outside the dwelling unit in
connection with the home occupation.

(i) In the event of an alleged violation of subparagraph (i) of this subsection (g)(9), the following
requirements shall apply: (A) A rebuttable presumption shall exist that an employee has been authorized
by the licensee to work within the dwelling unit in connection with the home occupation if such employee
is present in the dwelling unit for more than three consecutive hours in any given day. (B) The burden of
proof shall be on the licensee to prove, by a preponderance of evidence, that the non-resident employee is
an external employee;

(10) regardless of whether a dwelling unit is used for one or more home occupations: (i) allow more
than two patrons or clients or non-resident external employees of the home occupation to be present, in
any combination, in the dwelling unit at any one time; or (ii) allow more than ten patrons or clients or
external employees of the home occupation to be present, in any combination, in the dwelling unit during
any 24-hour period; or (iii) allow any person, other than the person(s) who reside in the dwelling unit and
not more than one non-resident internal employee, to perform any work in the dwelling unit in connection
with the home occupation(s) being carried on in such dwelling unit. Provided, however, that the
restrictions set forth in this subsection (g)(10) on the number of patrons, clients and non-resident external
employees allowed in a dwelling unit shall apply to all home occupations within such dwelling unit and
shall not be cumulative. Provided further, that in the event of an alleged violation of this subsection
(g)(10), the rebuttable presumption and burden of proof set forth in items (A) and (B), respectively, of
subsection (g)(9)(iii) of this section shall apply;

(11) permit any tractor trailer deliverys;, or

8—90—&-m—&aé—5—09—p—m— pemnt or accept shlggmg or receiving of a bulk delweg in connection w1th the
business outside of the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

[Omitted text is unaffected by this ordinance)

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 9630 days after passage and publication.

Gilbert Villegas
Alderman, 36" Ward
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