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Tribute to late Karen r 11 



To be referred to the Committee on Education and Child Development 

R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, Karen GJ Lewis was bom on the South Side of Chicago on July 20, 1953, to 
parents who were CPS educators; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis attended Kenwood High School, but utilized the academic privilege to 
attend Mount Holyoke College before she received her high school diploma; 

WHEREAS, as a student, Mrs. Lewis took part in boycotts at Kenwood to demand an increase in 
Black teachers and administrators, the incorporation of Black history as part ofthe curriculum, 
and improved resources for predominantly Black schools in Chicago; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis transferred from Mount Holyoke College to Dartmouth College during 
the era of de-segregation and co-educational reform, and became the only Black female graduate 
of the Class of 1974 with degrees in music and sociology; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis also attained a master's degree in Inner City Studies from Chicago's 
Northeastern Illinois University, a critical institution for the education of Black and working 
class Chicagoans; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis began her 22-year career with Chicago Public Schools as a substitute 
teacher, whose determination and passion led her to become a full-time teacher at Sullivan High 
School, Lane Tech College Prep and King College Prep; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis, in her career as an educator, believed in teaching the whole child, and, 
as she said, "measured [her] success as a teacher by the hugs at the end ofthe year, by the 
conversations with kids who say, ' I never thought of it that way.'" 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis joined the Chicago Teachers Union in 1988, and became a fierce 
advocate for increased school funding, transparency in administration, and social justice within 
education and beyond; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis became a CTU delegate at Lane Tech, where she received her national 
board certification and helped lead efforts to integrate students of color and students from 
working families into a student body which was historically white and affluent; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis worked with like-minded educators and CTU members to become a co-
chair of the Caucus of Rank-and-File Educators (CORE), a group of educators who prioritized 
funding public education and fighting for the collective good of students, families and school 
communities; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis was elected president ofthe Chicago Teachers Union in 2010 by a 60 
percent majority in a hard-fought campaign committed to grassroots organizing and fighting 
school privatization; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis led by example, reducing the salaries of union officers, and transferring 
the savings into outreach for educators and staff, as well as spearheading The Schools Chicago's 
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Students Deserve, a 2012 report calling for increased funding for schools, smaller classes, more 
nurses and social workers, and increasing educator voice in curriculum; 

WHEREAS, in the fall of 2012, Mrs. Lewis led the Chicago Teachers Union on a seven-day 
strike that won increased salaries for teachers, and an end to policies that would have imposed 
measures such as merit pay and harsh evaluations to the detriment of new and veteran educators 
alike; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis' determined advocacy during the 2012 strike and her administration's 
opposition to harmful education "reform" policies launched a movement of teacher activism 
across the United States to illuminate the increasing threats to public education; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis was a connoisseur of arts and culture, including mastery of three 
languages, knowledge of the Talmud and a vast knowledge of opera and stage productions; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis met her beloved husband John Lewis as they both pursued their passion 
for education as teachers at Lane Tech, and celebrated 20 happy and fulfilling years together 
during her life; 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Lewis was a leader who advocated powerfully for educators and the field of 
public education, and took a stand for the underserved and dispossessed while extending a 
human touch even to her opponents, serving as an example of humble leadership for generations 
of leaders now and to come; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the members of Chicago City Council do hereby recognize and 
honor Karen GJ Lewis as a determined fighter for the rights of educators, students and 
communities across the City of Chicago, and recognize her as a pivotal leader for civil rights and 
social justice as president ofthe Chicago Teachers Union. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this City Council will transmit a communication to 
the Chicago Board of Education that Mrs. Lewis be granted an honorary diploma from Kenwood 
High School, and recognition of her trailblazing work in the 20"̂  and 2P' century history of 
Chicago Public Schools. 
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