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Call for hearing(s) on proliferation of social media platforms glamorizing violence Committee on
Public Safety

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The City of Chicago continues to suffer from an epidemic of gun violence, with over 3,000
persons shot and more than 500 persons murdered thus far in 2016; and

WHEREAS, Too many of these victims are the youth of our community, whose bodies have been
maimed and lives cut short by gun violence; and

WHEREAS, Social media sites like Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Tumblr, Pinterest, Instagram, Reddit,
Flickr, and Vine are popular and influential idea markets; and

WHEREAS, These social media sites are widely available and readily accessible to anyone with a
smart phone or an Internet-connected computer; and

WHEREAS, Many young people in our community are both subscribers and active users of these
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social media sites; and

WHEREAS, Users of these social media sites have taken to posting pictures of guns and other
weapons, glamorizing and encouraging the epidemic of gun violence that has cut so many young lives short;
and

WHEREAS, Glamorization of violence on these platforms has a terrible effect on our youth and the
City of Chicago as a whole; and

WHEREAS, These social media sites are private enterprises that can exercise control over the content
that subscribers are allowed to post; and

WHEREAS, There is precedent for social media platforms to use their terms of service to restrict what
subscribers can post and to terminate user accounts when it comes to postings that include nudity, gratuitous
violence, hate speech, and incitement to commit violent acts; and

WHEREAS, The broad reach and influence exerted by social media platforms gives rise to a moral
obligation to ensure their responsible use; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Mayor and Members of the City Council of the City of Chicago,
assembled this 5th day of October, 2016, do hereby call upon the City Council Committee on Public Safety to
convene a hearing concerning the proliferation of social media posts glamorizing violence; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we call upon all social media platforms, including but not limited to
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Tumblr, Pinterest, Instagram, Reddit, Flickr, and Vine to amend their terms of
service to prohibit the posting of images of guns and other weapons that glamorize violence; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we call upon all social media platforms to actively monitor the
content that users post to proactively remove content that glamorizes gratuitous violence, and to promptly
respond to requests to remove content that glamorizes gratuitous violence; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we call upon all social media platforms to
implement user rules and take other appropriate actions to eliminate the practice of
posting content that glamorizes violence; and
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